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PREFACE. 



The following pages contain an amended list of 
the British Spongiada^, with notes on some of the 
species previously described, and descriptions of many 
new forms. 

The arrangement and nomenclature of Dr. Bow- 
erbank has been of course strictly adhered to 
throughout. 

The descriptions of new species, and all such other 
passages as will he found vnthin inverted commas^ are 
the work of the author, and were either already 
actually in type, or were found among his manuscripts 
at the time of his decease. 

For the rest the editor is responsible. 

His aim has been, jvrst^ to give a complete list of 
the species described in the four volumes, with com- 
plete references to all that is to be found respecting 
them, that it may form a key to the whole. Secondly ^ 
to supply recent synonyms ; but hardly any references 
to works published antecedently to the first volume of 
this work have been recorded. TJiirdly, to give 
additional habitats. Fov/rthh/^ to add notes on certain 
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of the species where it seemed especially desirable that 
this should be done. Fifthly^ to supply a table of 
Geographical Distribution. Sixthly^ to furnish a Cata- 
logue of all works and papers published on the 
Sponges, so far as known to him; and, Lastly, to 
add a brief Appendix which should make known to 
Spongologists those British Sponges which have been 
described, but to which no reference was made in the 

4 

writings of Dr. Bowerbank. 

Dr. Bowerbank marked out a certain course for 
himself, namely, to work out conscientiously and fully 
the organization and intimate structure of the sponges, 
and upon the observations thus made to establish a 
system of classification. He was a pioneer who 
struck out a new line ; others following in his footsteps 
profited by his work ; and while they agreed with him 
in regarding minute microscopic structure as the basis 
of classification, looked for generic characters rather 
in the shapes assumed by the various spicula than, 
as Bowerbank had done, in the mode of arrangement 
of those spicula and manner in which they form the 
skeleton. This must of course be regarded merely as 
a very broad statement of the essential difference of 
views. Our author, as he had begun alone, so went 
on alone in his own way, not so much disregarding 
as seldom or rarely noticing the views of others. It 
is for this reason that hardly any synonymy will be 
found in the previous volumes of this work. To such 
a great extent did the author disregard references 
that any reader taking up his volumes would imagine 
that many of Dr. Bowerbank's own species dated from 
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the issue of the volume in which he found them, 
whereas they had really been pubUshed elsewhere many 
years previously. The references now given will supply 
this omission, and what has been said will enable 
naturalists to understand the principles on which the 
author laboured. 

The editor has not given any synonymy or re- 
ferences regarding the Calcareous Sponges in the body 
of the wor^ ; to have done this would have necessitated 
a complete revision of the species, and he refers the 
student to the Appendix, where will be found a sum- 
mary of the views of Haeckel. 

With respect to the habitats to which the editor's 
own initial (N«) is attached, indicating thereby that the 
specimens referred to have either been collected by 
himself or are in his cabinet, he has thought it 
advisable only to record the localities of such speci- 
mens as have actually passed through Dr. Bowerham,Vs 
hands and been identified by him. It must be imder- 
stood, however, that this remark only applies to those 
habitats which have the initial N. after them ; not 
necessarily to such as are recorded on the authority of 
other naturalists, unless either the record is in inverted 
commas without any name after it, thus showing that 
the note is Dr. Bowerbank's, or it is expressly stated 
that he had determined the specimens. 

A large number of the localities to which the 
editor's initial is attached will be foimd to be situated 
in the counties of Qalway and Mayo, where a remark- 
ably fine collection of sponges was obtained during a 
scientific expedition which Mr. D, Robertson, of Glas* 
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gow, and himself made to that part of Ireland in the 
summer of 1874. 

In concluding this brief preface, the Editor feels it 
necessary to state that, while he most gladly gave Dr. 
Bowerbank all the aid in his power during the pro- 
gress of his work, and placed his collection unre- 
servedly in his hands for description, he found himself 
frequently obliged to dissent from the conclusions 
arrived at by the author. In editing this posthumous 
volume of his valued friend his aim has been simply 
to leave it as Dr. Bowerbank's work. To have 
attempted to indicate his own views would have been 
to remodel the whole, and the species would have had 
to be thrown into more numerous genera, defined on 
different principles, while, on the other hand, the 
number of so-called species would have been con- 
siderably reduced. Great care will, however, require 
to be used by the naturalist who shall hereafter attempt 
to rearrange and redefine the species of British Sponges. 
In every case the type specimen should be examined, 
for to his certain knowledge subsequently found speci- 
mens, during the latter years of Dr. Bowerbank' s 
life when his powers of observation were not so keen 
as they had been, were frequently erroneously referred 
to already named types with which they had no con- 
nection. Let the reviser therefore be cautious and bear 
in mind that hastily formed conclusions and lumping 
of species which are really distinct is a greater fault 
than for a time, if need be, keeping two forms apart 
which are in reality referable to the same type. 

It may be useful to Spongologists to know that Dr. 
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Bowerbank's collection is now preserved in the British 
Museum, having been purchased by the nation ; and 
that the late Mr. Albany Hancock's ClioncBj described 
in the Appendix, together with his mountings of the 
spicula, are in the Museum of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
while a second series of his typical mounted spicula 
is in the collection of the Editor. 

The members of the Ray Society will greatly appre* 
ciate the brief notice of the life of Dr. Bowerbank which 
follows this, and which has been kindly prepared by one 
who was in close association with him for many years. 
Few naturalists of the present generation will be 
aware until they have read that interesting memoir 
Low much the progress of natural history in Great 
Britain in years gone by was fostered and furthered 
by the energy, zeal, and enthusiasm of our late kind 
friend^ the author of these volumes. 



MEMOIR OF DR. BOWERBANK. 



James Scott Bowbbbank, LL.D., F.R.S., was born in 
Sun Street, Bishopsgate, London, on the 14th July, 
1797, and received his early education from the then 
celebrated Dr. Kelly, of Finsbury Square, London. 

About the age of fifteen he entered his father's 
distillery, where in subsequent years, and in conjunc- 
tion with his late brother Edward, the business was 
carried on under the name of Bowerbank and Sons. 

His strong leaning to scientific investigation began 
to exhibit itself when he was a mere boy, and at an 
early age he took up the study of Astronomy, 
Chemistry, Botany, Geology, Anatomy and Physio- 
logy. The pursuit of science, indeed, occupied 
every moment of his time not necessarily devoted 
to business, and though he never neglected the latter, 
he ever made business relations available whenever 
possible for the furtherance of his researches. 

About the year 1820 he joined The Old Mathematical 
Society, which held its meetings in Crispin Street, 
Spitalfields, and here he attended the well-arranged 
lectures of Mr. Wilson, a gentleman of considerable 
acquirements. In this Society Bowerbank was after- 
wards also appreciated himself as a lecturer on various 
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Zoological Society^ and for many years a member of its 
Council. 

It was in his Museum at Highbury Grove that the first 
idea of an Aquarium was started. A small glass jar 
was used to keep Char a tran^l/ucens for microscopical 
purposes, to which was afterwards added some fish and 
animalcules, until at length the idea was worked out by 
Mr. N. Ward, Mr. Warrington, Mr. M. Marshall, and 
others, and brought to its present state of development. 

As a Fellow of the Boyal Society he, in 1857, 
contributed papers on the Anatomy and Physiology 
of the Spongiadsa, but it is as a member of the Bay 
Society^ which with the late Dr. Johnstone he assisted 
in founding, and of which he was for many years 
Treasurer, he will be best known and remembered for 
his * Monograph of the British Spongiadw.^ 

In the year 1841 a circumstance occurred which gave 
a bias to his future studies in favour of the Sponges. 

A storm at Brighton had thrown upon the beach 
vast quantities of seaweed and Sponges as far as the eye 
could reach. Although dead they were still filled with 
the soft matter of the Sponge. He selected the most 
promising specimens, placing them in glass jars filled 
up with strong spirit, and had them immediately con- 
veyed to London for systematic examination, and from 
these he derived more information than from many 
times their number of dry specimens. From this time 
he devoted himself, with great zeal, to the study of 
the SpongiadaB, and having agents on many parts of 
the coast collecting fossils, he employed them in 
procuring Sponges. Friends also in different parts 
of the world made consignments which were of the 
utmost value to him in his investigations. His 
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general instructions were " Only remove as mucli of 
the watery matter as will prevent the Sponges from 
rotting on the voyage; but do not send me clean 
specimens as if intended for the bath." 

The accumulations of years of collecting, numbering 
many hundreds of specimens, are now preserved in 
the British Museum. Forty-five memoirs from his 
pen, of which the majority refer to Sponges, are 
recorded in the " Catalogue of Scientific Papers," 
compiled by the Royal Society. 

Dr. Bowerbank, whilst working to complete his 
fourth volume on the Sponges, was seized with a 
sudden illness, which within a month terminated 
fatally. He died at St. Leonards on the 8th March, 
1877, in the eightieth year of his age, and lies buried 
in the Churchyard of Hollington, not far from Hastings, 
in Sussex. 



INTRODUCTION. 



"The third volume of this work was scarcely finished 
when the Rev. A.M. Norman, who had already rendered 
me such important service by placing his very fine 
collection of Sponges in my hands for examination and 
description, sent me a large quantity of additional 
specimens which he had recently acquired during his 
dredging excursions, and in other ways. It is on this 
collection that the present supplemental volume is 
chiefly based, but I am also indebted for other new 
species to my old friend Mr. Peach, and to Mr. Hillier 
of Ramsgate. 

** The greater part of the Sponges sent to me by Mr. 
Norman were from the North-West of Ireland, and 
these were found to be especially rich in representatives 
of the genus Isodictya. The very numerous species of 
this genus already published rendered the labour and 
care necessary for the examination and comparison of 
the newly acquired species so great, that I soon felt 
the necessity of devising a series of divisions and sub- 
divisions of the known forms to facilitate the exami- 
nation of those which I had now to determine. These 
divisions and subdivisions proved so very useful, and 
the discrimination of the species was found to be so 
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greatly facilitated by their use, that I have been 
naturally led to the conclusion that they would, if 
published, be of similar assistance to my brother 
naturalists who may take up the study of these in- 
teresting animals ; and as other genera, such as Hyme- 
niacidon and Halichondria, also contain a very con- 
siderable number of species, I have applied to them the 
same system of division and subdivision. 

" In the preface to Vol. II (p. viii), I had already 
dilated on the necessity of the subdivision of the species 
of each genus in accordance with the forms and other 
peculiarities of the skeleton spicula so as to facilitate 
the recognition of the species ; and as our knowledge 
of the British Sponges ha& advanced and the number 
of known species greatly increased since 1866, it has 
now become necessary, as I have just stated, to still 
further subdivide the species in those genera in which 
they have become inconveniently numerous. I have, 
therefore, in the tabulated list of Sponges which follows 
these introductory remarks adopted a mode of sub- 
sections in many genera by the use of the characters 
afforded by the dermal membrane in conjunction with 
those of the skeleton. 

" The accurate discrimination of the numerous and 
protean animals which constitute the class of the 
Spongiadas is still a growing science, and as we advance 
in our experience of the variable characters, from 
diversities of habitat and other causes, not only of 
the different genera and species^ but also of the in- 
dividuals of the same species, we find that their correct 
determination necessitates a more and more minute 
investigation into the peculiarities of their anatomical 
structures. The genus in some few cases may be 
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ascertained with tolerable certainty by a cursory 
examination of the specimen, but the determination of 
the species can rarely or never be depended upon 
without a searching anatomical investigation of the 
structures, nor can this be achieved by the use of low 
powers of the microscope, because in very many cases 
the most characteristic elements of discrimination are 
exceedingly minute, and often also very few in number ; 
and no definite conclusions can be reached until we have 
made ourselves intimately acquainted with the whole of 
the component parts of the subject under examination. 
Tedious as this mode of thorough investigation may at 
first sight appear, the admirable adaptation of each 
part to its own special purpose, and the beautiful forms 
and arrangement of the spicules and other component 
elements in the several parts of the Sponge, amply 
repay the time and care necessary for their investigation 
and realisation. 

" The striking diversity of form which we observe 
in a great number of the British Sponges is due both 
to difference in habitat and varieties of basal attach- 
ment. The young Sponge, which may have been 
developed on a slender seaweed or zoophyte, becomes 
coating and parasitical, but when growing on a shell or 
stone it assumes either a massive or a coating form. 
The occurrence of these differences in habitat and 
localisation render it necessary that they should be 
observed and recorded. In other branches of marine 
zoology we have been so accustomed to place depen- 
dence on form and colour as important characters, which 
in Sponges are comparatively of very little value, 
that these cautions become necessary, and more espe- 
cially so as the figures in Vol. Ill are in many instances 
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taken from small, very rare, or unique specimens, 
while others subsequently obtained have been found to 
be of much larger dimensions and to vary to a great 
extent from the types of the species figured. The 
structural and anatomical details are in truth the only 
safe guides to the correct discrimination of species. 
In a branch of natural history so comparatively new, 
and which has been so imperfectly studied by our 
predecessors, it naturally occurs that many of the 
species have been determined from very imperfect 
examples, and it therefore is highly desirable to obtain 
as much additional information as possible with respect 
to their variations in form, colour, and other characters, 
and to register as many additional habitats as are 
obtainable. 

" It is, moreover, strikingly apparent from the 
many new species continually being found among the 
Sponges dredged and otherwise collected by British 
naturalists, that those already described do not by any 
means comprise the whole of our British Fauna, and 
it is highly probable that future labourers in this 
interesting field of natural history will add very con- 
siderably to their number." 
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Oboeb 1.— OALGABEA. 



1. Grantia compressa. 

2. „ ciliata. 



OenuB I. — Gbantia. 

S, Grantia ensata. 
4. „ tessellata. 



1. LeacoBolenia botryoides. 

2. ,, contorta. 



GentU II — ^LSUCOBOLBNIA. 

3. Leucosolenia lacunosa. 

4. ,f coriacea. 



Qenu8 m.—LsucoiriA. 



1. Xjeaconia nirea. 

2. „ fiBtnlosa. 



3. Lenconia pumila. 

4. „ Sotnesii. 



OenuB IV.— Leucootpsia. 
Lencogypsia Gossei. 

Obdbb 2.— SILIGEA. 

Oentu v.— Geodia. 
Geodia Zetlandlca. 

Chnua YI. — Pachtmatisma. 
Pacbymatisxna Johnstonia. 

0enu8 YIL— NOBMANIA 
Normania crassa. 



1. Ecionemia compressa. 

2. ,, ponderosa. 
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Genus YIII.— Ecionemia. 

3. Ecionemia coactura. 



€renU8 IX.— POLTMAHTIA. 

Seetion *. — Skeleton spicula acuate. 



1. Polymastia omata. 

2. ,, bnlbosa. 

3. „ robusta. 



4. Polymastia brevis. 

5. „ spinula. 

6. „ radiosa. 



BecHon **. — Skeleton spicula spinolate. 
7. Polymastia mammillaris. | 8. Polymastia conigera. 

Genus X. — Haltphysema. 
1 Halyphysema Tamanowiczii. | 2. Halypbysema ramulosa. 

Genus XI.— Ciocaltpta. 
1. Giocalypta penioillns. | 2. Giocalypta Leoi. 

Genus XII.— Tethya. 

Section *. — Skeleton spicnla acerate. 

1. Tetbya cranium. 3. Tetbya Scbmidtii. 

2. „ Gollingsii. 

Section **. — Skeleton spicula acuate. 
4. Tetbya lyncurium. | 5. Tetbya spinosa. 

Section ••♦. — Skeleton spicula spinulate. 
6. Tetbya spinularia. 

Genus XUI — Halicnemia. 
Halicnemia patera. 

Genus XIV. — Dictyocylindbus. 
Section *. — Skeleton spicula acerate and acuate. 

1. Dictyocylindrns ventilabrum. 3. Dictyocylindru3 radiosns. 

2. „ ramosus. 



OLASSIFIBD LIST. 



Seeiion **.>- Skeleton spicala acnate. 



4. Dictyocylindms Howsei. 

5. „ bispiduB. 

6. ,, acDleatns. 



7. Dictyocylindrat fasoiculariR. 

8. „ Tirgultosne. 



Section ***. — Skeleton spicala spinnlate. 
9. DietyocylindmB pumilus. 

Section •*»♦. — Skeleton spicala cylindrical. 
10. Dictyocylindras staposus. | 11. Dictyocylindros rngosns. 

Section •****, — Skeleton spicula acaate, and acerate or cylindrical. 
12. Dictyocylindras rectangulns. 

Oenue XV. — ^Phakkllia. 
1. Fhakellia robnsta. | 2. Phakellia ventilabrum. 

Genus XVL— MiCROCiOKA. 
Section **. — Skeleton spicala acerate. 



1. Microciona fictitia. 

2. „ Kentii. 



3. Microciona fraadator. 

4. tamalosa. 



ft 



Section *. — Skeleton spicala acaate. 
Subjection A. — Skeleton spicala smooth. 
5. Microciona IssTis. | 6. Microciona simplicissima. 

Subsection B.— Skeleton spicala spinoaa 



7. Microciona fallax. 

8. „ spinnlenta. 

9. „ armata. 



10. Microciona ambigaa. 

11. „ jecascalam. 

12. „ plamosil. 



Section *♦*. — Skeleton spicala spinnlate. 
13. Microciona atriasangninea. 

Oenus XYII. — Htmkbaphia. 

Section *.-— Skeleton spicala acaate. 
1. Hymerapbia vermicalata. | 2. Hymerapbia clavata. 
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Section' **.— Skeleton spicola Bpinulate. 



3. Hymerapbia verticiUata. 

4. „ stellifera. 



5. Hymeraphia simplex. 

6. „ ooronala. 



Oentu XYIII. — Htmbdbsmia. 
Section *.— Skeleton Bpicula acerate. 
1. Hymedesmia inflata. | 2. Hjmedesmia occulta. 



SecHon **, — Skeleton spicnla acaate. 

3. Hymedesmia radiata. 

4. „ indistincta. 

5. ,f pansa. 



6. Hymedesmia pilata. 

7. „ pulchella. 

8. „ Peaobii. 



SecHon ***. — Skeleton spicola spinnlate. 

9. Hymedesmia stellata. 11. Hymedesmia tenoicnla. 

10. „ simplicissima. 

Section ••••. — Skeleton spicula cylindrical. 
12. Hymedesmia Zetlandica. 

C^entLB XIX. — Htmeniacidon. 
Section *. — Skeleton spicula acerate. 

Svh'Section A. — Dermis aspiculous. 
1. Hymeniacidon albescens. 

Sub-eection B. — Dermal spicula dispersed. 



2. Hymeniacidon Thomasii. 

3. „ coccineus. 

4. M lacteuB. 

5. t, perarmatns. 



6. Hymeniacidon membrana. 

7. „ firmus (felted). 

8. „ placentula. 

9. „ armiger. 



Sub-section G. — Dermal spicula reticulated. 



10. Hymeniacidon Brettii (fasci- 

culated). 

11. „ fragilis. 

12. „ reticulatus. 



13. Hymeniacidon fallaciosus. 

14. „ tegeticula. 

15. ,, soliduB. 
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Sedion **.— Skeleton tpicnla aonate. 
Sub-teeHon A.— Spicula smooth, dermal membrane aapictdona. 



16. Hjmeniacidon perlsvia. 

17. ,» pacbyderma. 



18. Hjmeniacidon crustola. 

19. .. HiUieri. 



Sub-section B. — Spicula of dermis dispersed. 

20. Hjmeniacidon canmcula. 26. Hjmeniacidon yirgnltosus. 

21. „ sanguinens. | 27. „ radiosus 

22. „ mammeatns. (felted). 



23. „ consimilis. 

2iw „ macilentns. 



28. „ medias. 

29. ., Aldoasii. 



25. „ faUax. 30. „ yirgnlatus. 

Sub'BeeHon 0. — Dermal spicula reticulated or fasciculated. 



31. Hjmeniacidon varians. 

32. „ yiridans. 

33. „ aureus. 



34. Hjmeniacidon armaturus. 

35. „ callosus. 

36. „ plumiger. 



Sedion •••.—Skeleton spicula spinulate. 
Sub'Seetwn A. — ^Dermal membrane aspiculons. 



37. Hjmeniacidon subereus. 

38. „ carnosus. 



39. Hjmeniacidon gelatinobus. 

40. ,, foliatus. 



Sftb-tecUon B. — Spicula of dermal membrane dispersed. 



41. Hjmeniacidon ficus. 

42. „ snlphureus. 

43. „ celatus. 



44. Hjmeniacidon claviger. 

45. M tenebrosus. 



Stib-aeeHon 0. — Spicula of dermal membiane reticulated or fasciculated. 
46. Hjmeniacidon subclayatus. | 47. Hjmeniacidon paupertas. 

Section ••••.— Skeleton spicula cjlindrical. 
48. Hjmeniacidon Dujardinii. 

€hnu8 XX.— Battbbsbtia. 
Battersbjia Bucklandi. 



10 



BRITISH SPONQIADiE. 



Genua XXI.— Halichondbia. 

Section *.~ Skeleton spicnla acerate. 

Suh'Section A. — Dermal membrane aspicaloas. 
1. Halichondria Maclntoshii. | 2. Halichondria regxdaris. 



Siith'Section B. — Spiciila of dermal membrane dispersed. 



3. Halichondria caduca. 


6. 


Halichondria coalita. 


4. 


inconspicua. 


7. 


>f 


mutula. 


5. 


incerta. 


8. 


i> 


cylindracea. 


8ii^'8ectwn C— Spicula of dermal membrane reticulated. 


9. Halichondria panicea. 


15. 


Halichondria 


Couch ii (uni 


10. 


glabra. 






spiculous). 


11. 


augulata. 


16. 




Bobertsoni. 


12. 


distorta. 






(fasciculated) 


13. 


edusa. 


17. 


If 


condeD8a(mul 


14. 


ambigua (miil- 






tispiculoQs). 




tispiciilous). 


18. 


»» 


coralloides. 



Section **. — Skeleton spicula acuate. 

Sub-section A.— Skeleton spicula smooth. Dermal spicula dispersed. 
19. Halichondria Thompson i. 



20. 
21. 



It 



If 



forceps, 
simplex. 



22. Halichondi*ia subdola. 

23. ., fuliata. 



Sub'Section B.— Skeleton spicula smooth. Dermis reticulated. 

24. Halichondria corrugata. 26. Halichondria flabellifera. 

25. „ falcula. 

Section ••*. — Skeleton spicula spinous-acuate. Dermal spicula more 

or less fas nculated. 

Sub-section A.— Spicula of dermal membrane fasciculated. 



27. Hi 


ilichond 


ria incnistans. 


34. 


Halichondria scaudens. 


28. 




Candida. 


35. 




Batei. 


29. 
30. 




irregularis. 
Dickiei. 


: 36. 
37. 




nigricans 
albula. 


31. 
32. 
33. 




Pattersoni. 

pulchella. 

Infiralli. 


; 38. 
39. 




expansa. 
virgea. 
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Sub-Mection B. — Spicula spinous acnate* Dermal spicula dispersed. 

40. Halichondria granulaU. 

Section ****.— Skeleton spicula spinulaie. 

41 . Halichondria farinaria. | 42. Halichondria inomata. 

0enu8 XXII.— IsoDlCTTA. 

Section *. — Skeleton spicula acerate. 

Sub'SeeHon A. — Dermal membrane aspicalous. Primary skeleton fibres 

unispiculoos. 



1. Isodictya cinei-ea. 

2. „ permollis. 

3. „ mammpata. 



4. Isodictya ramusculus. 

5. „ ferula. 



Sttb'seetion B. — Deraiis uspiculous. Skeleton bi- or trispiculous. 



6. Isodictya rosea. 

7. „ pygmsea. 



8. Isodictya obscnra. 



Sub'Bect'um C — Dermal membrane aspiculoos. Skeleton : primary 

fibres multispicnlous. 



9. Isodictya indefinita. 

10. „ iodistincta. 

11. „ simplex. 

12. „ pocillum. 



13. Isodictya luteosa. 
?14. M anomala (dci*mal 
membrane unknown ). 
P15. „ parasitica (do.). 



Svb'9ection D.— Dermal membrane spicule- reticulated. Skeleton 

primary fibres unispiculous. 



16. Isodictya Peachii. 

17. „ varians. 



IS. Isodictya elegans. 
19. „ fallax. 



Sub-section £. — Dermal membrane spicule- reticulated. Skeleton 

primary lines bi- or trispiculous. 



20. Isodictya MacAndrewii. 

21. „ fistulosa. 

22. M dichotoma. 



23. Isodictya perplexa. 

24. ,, densa. 

25. „ Gregorii. 



]2 
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Svb-section F. — Dermal membrane spiculo- reticulated. Skeleton : 

primary lines multispiculouB. 



26. Isodictja pallida. 

27. „ simolans. 

28. „ Ingalli. 



29. Isodictya incerta. 

30. .. crassa. 



II 



Sub'Sedion G.— Spicula of dermis dispersed. Skeleton: primary fibres 

bi- or trispiculous. 



31. Isodictya Bowerbanki (= 

L simalo). 

32. ,, filamenta. 



33. Isodictya paupercula. 

34. ,. clava. 



II 



Svh'Seetion H. — Spicola of dermis dispersed. Skeleton : primary lines 

multispicnlous. 



35. Isodictya jugosa. 

36. „ palmata. 



37. Isodictya tninca. 



Section **. — Spicula of the skeleton acaate. 

Subsection A. — Dermal membrane aspicnlous. Skeleton : primary 

fibres multispicnlous, smooth. 



38. Isodictya infundibuliformis. 

39. » dissimilis. 



i> 



40. Isodictya gracilis. 

41. .. invalida. 



II 



Subisection B. — Dermal membrane spicula dispersed. Primary skeleton 

fibres with fev smooth spicula. 

42. Isodictya Normani. 

43. „ coriacea (some of the acuates incipiently spinous). 
.44. „ hispida. 



Stih-seetion 0. — Dermal membi*ane spicnlous, spicula dispersed. 
Primary skeleton fibres multispicnlous. 

45. Isodictya fucorum. 



46. 


i> 


Alderi. 


47. 


II 


Edwardii. 


48. 


II 


lobata. 


49. 


II 


paapera. 


50. 


i> 


uniformis. 


51. 


It 


Clarkei. 


52. 


•1 


Barleei. 



53. Isodictya laciniosa. 


54. 


dubia. 


55. 


imitata. 


56. 


nodosa. 


57. 


involuta. 


58. 


pertenuis. 


59. 


scitula. 
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Sub-gecUon D. — Dermal membrane Bpicolons, spicula reticulated. 
Primary skeleton fibres maltispiculoas. 

60. Isodictya oollina. 

Section ***. — Spicula of skeleton acnate, more or less spinous. 
BtA'Mctum A. — Primary lines of the skeleton bi- or trispiculous. 



61. Isodictya Beanii. 

62. „ Normani. 

63. „ coriacea. 



64. Isodictya funalis. 

65. „ Hyndmani. 



Svb'tection B. — Primary lines of the skeleton multispiculous. 
66. Isodictya lurida. I 70. Isodictya implicita. 



67. 


ti 


fimbriata. 


71. 


I* 


ineequalis. 


68. 


i» 


tumulosa. 


72. 


•» 


deformis. 


69. 


it 


rugosa. 









Genua XXIII.— Baphiodesma. 

Section **. — Skeleton spicula acuate. 
1. BAphiodesma floreum. 



2. „ ling:ua. 

3. », simplicissimum. 



4. Baphiodesma sordidum. 

5. „ fallaciosum. 

6. M intermedium. 



GeniM XXIY.— Sfonoilla. 

Section *.— Skeleton spicula acerato. Spicula of ovaria birotulate. 
1. Spongilla fluyiatilis. | 2. Spongilla Parfitti. 

Section ^—Skeleton spicula acerate. Oraria spiculous: spicula 

not birotulato. 

3. Spongilla lacustris. | 4. Spongilla sceptrif era P 

Genus XXV.— Debmacidon. 

Section *. — Skeleton spicula acerato. 
1. Desmacidon fruticosus. | 2. Desmacidon Jeffrey tdi. 

Section **. — Skeleton spicula acuato. 



3. Desmacidon Pcachii. 

4. ,, constrictus. 



5. Desmacidon incognitus. 

6. „ pannosus. 



14 BBITI8H SrONGlADiE. 

Svb'sedion A. — Spicula acuate Bubclayate. 



7. Desmacidon copiosus. 

8. „ cavemula. 



9. Desmacidon rotalis. 
10. „ similaris. 



Section •♦•.—Skeleton spicula spinolate. 

11. Desmacidon SBgagropilus. 

Section ••••. — Skeleton spicula cylindrical. 

12. Desmacidon colamella. 

Genus XXVI.— Raphykus. 
Baphyms Griffithsii. 

Oenus XXVII.— DiPLODEMiA. 
Diplodemia yesicula. 

Obdbb 3.— KEBATOSA. 

(hnu8 XXVIII. — Spongionslla. 
Spongionella pnlchella. 

Oenus XXIX. — Chalina. 

Section •. — Skeleton spicula acerate. 



1. Chalina oculata. 

2. „ cervicornis. 

3. „ Montaguii. 

4. „ Flemingii. 



5. Chalina gi*aeilenta. 

6. „ limbat4i. 

7. ,, Gi*antii. 



Section ••. — Skeleton spicnla acuate. 
8. Chalina inornata. 

Crenus XXX.— Ophlitaspongia. 
1. Ophlitaspongia papilla. | 2. Ophlitaspongia seriata. 

Genua XXXI. — Vbbongia. 
VeroDgia Zetlandica. 

Genua XXXIT. — Dysidba. 
1. Dysidea fi-agilis. | 2. Dysidea coiiacea.*' 



GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION. 



The following table has been prepared in order to 
show the known geographical and bathymetrical dis- 
tribution of the British Sponges. With very few 
exceptions, the localities inserted in the columns are 
such only as have been recorded in the * Monograph 
of the British SpongiadaB.' The columns ** Abyssal " 
and " 100 — 500 fathoms " have been partially filled in 
fi-om Mr. Carter's Report of the Sponges dredged in 
the " Porcupine " Expeditions of 1869 and 1870 (* Ann. 
Nat. Hist./ ser. 4, vol. xviii, 1876). The table makes it 
clear that the Sponge Fauna of many parts of our seas 
remains almost wholly unexplored ; and it is hoped 
that the very deficiency exhibited here will have a 
tendency among many other causes to induce our 
younger and rising naturalists to take up the great 
field of research which here lies open to them. Speak- 
ing from a very extended knowledge of the zoology of 
our coasts, I unhesitatingly state that no other class 
of animals offers to the student so rich a field for 
exploration, or one in which he is likely to meet with 
so many hitherto unknown species. 

A. M. N. 
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1. robusta. -Bow 
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Dbsmacidon (eanHimed). 

7. copioBUB, Bow 

8. caveraula. Bow 
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10. BimilariB, Bow 
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12. oolumeila, Bow. 
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BEITISH SPONGIAD^. 



Class— FOSIFERA. 

Obdbb I.— CALCARBA, I, 160. 

Genus 1. — Gbantu, Fleming, i, 162; ii, 1. 

1. Gbaktia oompebssa (0. FaJ).), ii, 17; i, PL XXI, 

figs. 312—314 ; in, PI. I, figs. 1—12. 

2. Gbantia oiliata (0. Fah. ?), ii, 19 ; i, PI. XXVI, 

figs. 345, 346a; in, PI. II, figs. 1—15. 

8. Obantia bnsata, Bow., ii, 25; in, PI. II, figs. 
16—20. 

4. Geamtia tbsselata. Bow., ii, 26 ; i, PI. XVII, fig. 
286 ; III, PI. II, figs. 21—27. 



Qenw 2. — Leuoosolenia, Bow., i, 164 ; ii, 2. 

1. Leucosolenia botbtoideb, Ellis and 8ol., ii, 28 ; i, 

PL XXVI, figs. 347, 348 ; iii, PL III, figs. 1—4. 

2. Leucosolenia oontoeta. Bow., ii, 29; in, PL in, 

figs. 5—10. 
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the forms of Tethya crcmiunij he will find a so-called 
variety of that species named acufera^ which differs 
from the typical cranivm in exactly the same manner as 
Oeodia Zetlandica is distinguishable from (?. megastrellaj 
namely, by an intermixture of fusiformi-acuate with 
the usual fiisiformi-acerate skeleton spicula. 



Q&Mis 6. — Pachtmatisma, Bow., i, 171 ; ii, 3. 

Paohtmatisma Johnstonia, Bow., ii, 51 ; i, PI. I, figs. 
15, 17, 20, 21 ; PI. II, figs. 45, 46 ; PL IV, fig. 93 ; 
PI. VI, figs. 158, 159 ; PL XXIV, figs. 330—332 ; 
PL XXVII, fig. 358 ; iii, PL VIII, figs. 1—7. 

1869 Fachymaiiama Johnstonia, Garter. Ann. Nat. Hist., 
eer. 4, vol. iv, p. 8, pi. ii, figs. 7 — 18. 

1873 Ca/minus oscfulainia, Grube. Mittheil. ii. St. Malo n. 
Roscoff, &c., p. 132, Taf. ii, figs. 3, 3 a—e. 

Procured by me in 1867 in " Will HeUyer," a cave 
at the most northern point in the British Islands, the 
headland on the east side of Burrafirth in the island 
of TJnst, Shetland. This cave, which is always filled 
by the sea, cannot possibly be entered except in the 
calmest weather ; and the Sponge having been caught 
sight of at its furthest extremity, was at length 
procured, though not without incurring some danger. 
This is the only instance of its occurrence in Shetland 
(N.). Budleigh-Salterton (Carter). 



Oeaus 7. — Nobmania, Bow., hi, 258. 

1868 Normania, Bowerbank. In Last Report of Dredging 
among the Shetland Isles ; Norman on the Porifera 
(Brit. Assoc. Rep.), 1868, p. 328. 
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NOBMANIA CEA8SA, BoW., HI, 258 J PI LXXXI, figS. 1 — 

12. 

1868 iTbmumta oroMa, Bowerbank. Last Report of Dredging 
among tlie Shetland Isles ; Norman on the Porif era 
(Brit. Assoc. Bep.), 1868, p. 328. 

The tTpe-specimens were dredged in 110 fathoms 
20—26 miles N.N.E. of Burrafirth Lighthouse, Shet- 
land; but the small specimens mentioned (III, 262) 
are erroneously recorded by the author as from 
Shetland. They were dredged by me in company with 
Dr. Gwyn Jefeeys in the !Minch in 1866. 

Mr. Carter (* Ann. Nat. Hist.,* ser. 5, vol. ii, 1878, 
p. 176) has stated that "the type-specimen of Dr. 
Bowerbank's Normania crassa is only a sessile form of 
Tethya Trmricata, in every respect similar to one which 
was dredged up on board H.M.S. * Porcupine.* Tethya 
muricata is better known as Wyvillethomsonia Wallichii, 
a sponge which will, after bearing many synonyms, 
probably have to settle down as Thenea mv/ricata 
(Bow). Mr. Carter speaks very confidently respecting 
the type of Normania crassa, a sponge which is in my 
cabinet, and which he has never seen, but he has fallen 
into an extraordinary error. I know not well how two 
sponges belonging to the same group could well be 
more distinct than the two, which he would thus syno- 
nymise. They not only differ altogether in all external 
characters, but their spicula are wholly different. 
Without going into fiirther detail it will suffice to 
state that the most characteristic *^ attenuato-expando- 
temate " bifurcating connecting and defensive spicules 
of Thenea, figured by Bowerbank (* Proc. Zool. Soc.,* 
1872, pi. V, fig. 4) and by Kent (* Month. Micros. Jour./ 
vol. iv, 1870, pi. Ixvi, figs. 6, 7) the " simple attenuate- 
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expando-temates," Bow., fig. 3, Kent, fig. 7a, and the 
" recurvo-ternates," Kent, figs. 8, 9, are altogether 
absent in Normania, where their place is taken by 
the ** large subf usiformi-acerates '' and the "small 
subfiisiformi-acerates," Bow., *Brit. Spong./ iii, PI. 
LXXXI, figs. 4 and 9, and the peculiar "abnormal 
forms of connecting spicula," figs. 6, 7, 8. Indeed the 
only point in which the two sponges agree is that both 
are furnished with " stellates.*' 



Oenus 8. — Eoionbmia, Bow., i, 173 ; ii, 4 

EciONEMiA, Bow., June, 1862 — Stelletta, Schmidt, 1862. 
1. EOIONEMIA OOMPEBSSA, BoW., II, 55 J III, 19 J PL IX, 

figs. 1—12. 

2. EoiONBMiA PONDEEOSA, Bow., u, 56; ni, 352; and 
PI. VIII, figs. 8—15. 

1871 SteUetta aapera, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, toI. vii, 
p. 7, pi. iv, figs. 7 — 14. 

There can, I think, be no doubt that the sponge 
found by Mr. Carter at Straight Point, Budleigh- 
Salterton, and described by him in the * Annals * under 
the name SteUetta aspera, is Bowerbank's Ecionemia 
ponderosa. Mr. Carter's figures of the spicula very 
closely resemble those of the last-named species, and 
the fact that he did not find the small doliolate spicula 
is of little moment, as they might have easily escaped 
him. In Ecionemia compressa the doliolate spicula 
were not recorded in the description in Vol. II, and 
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were only discovered alter a " searcking examination " 
(in, p. 19). 



3. BoiONEMiA OOACTUBA, Bow.^ HI, 269; PI. LXXXII, 
figs. 13—19. 



Oerms 9. — Polymastia, Bow., i, 177 ; n, 6. 

1. Polymastia oenata, Bow.^ ii, 58; iii, 20, PL IX, 

figs. 13—16. 

2. Polymastia bulbosa, Bow.^ ii, 61; iii, PI. X, figs. 

1—4. 

3. Polymastia bobusta, Bow.^ ii, 62; iii, PI. X, figs. 

5—8. 

1861 EupleeteUa robtuia, Bow. List British Marine Invert. 
Fauna (Brit. Abboo.), p. 71. 

Habitat. — Dredged in Birterbuy Bay, Connemara, 
by Mr. D. Robertson and myself in 1874 (NO- 



4. Polymastia brevis, Bow.^ ii, 64; i, PI. XXIX, 
fig. 358; III, 25; PI. XI, figs. 1—9. 

1861 EwpUcUlla brevis, Bow. List Brit. Marine Invert. 

Fanna (Brit. Assoc.), p. 71. 
1868 Qv^anllina brevis, Norman. Last Report Dred. Shetland 

Isles (Brit. Assoc. Bep.)f p> 329. 

In the British Association's ' Report ' of 1868 will 
be found the grounds on which I established the genus 
Quasillina to receive this species, and in Vol. Ill, p. 26, 
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Dr. Bowerbank gave his reasons for not recognising 
that genus. Let others decide the matter. This is 
not the occasion to defend my own views, but I may 
be allowed to observe that my description was not 
based on a single specimen, as my old friend seems to 
imply. I certainly have seen a far larger number of 
specimens, and those, too, fresh from the sea, than 
ever passed in a dried condition through his hands. 

5. Polymastia spinula. Bow., ii, 66 ; iii, 27 ; PI. XI, 

figs. 10—13. 

Habitat — Dredged in Birterbuy Bay, Oonnemara, 
1874 (N.). 

6. Polymastia badiosa. Bow., ii, 68; iii, 28; PI. XI, 

figs. 14—18. 



7. Polymastia mammillaeis (Miiller). 

1861 HvpleoieUa rMmMnUaris, Bow. list Brit. Marine Invert. 

(Brit. Assoc), p. 71. 
1867 PencUUma mammiUaris, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 527. 

Habitat. — Polperro, Cornwall ; three miles off Dun- 
stanborough, Northumberland ; the Minch ; Birterbuy 
Bay, Oonnemara (N.). 

Among the specimens from the last-named locality 
is one of an oval form, and a little more than an 
inch in length, embedded in a mass of Baphyrus 
OriffithsioBf which completely covers, inside and out, 
the gibbous valve of a Pecten rriaximus. Another fine 
large example from the same dredgings is about three 
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and a half inclies in diameter, almost entirely coyering 
the external surface of the flat valve of a Pecten maxi- 
mu8. This sponge has about one hundred and fifty 
fistulsB ; and on the inside of the valve of the Pecten 
are three or four very thin circular or oval spots of 
the same sponge in a very young state, before any 
fistular appendages are developed. 

8. Polymastia conigeba, Bow,, hi, 192; PL LXXTI, 
figs. 13—16. 



Oenus 10. — Halyphysbma, Bow., i, 179 ; ii, 5. 

(= Squamxtlina, Carter, but not of SehvUMe,) 

1. Halyphysema Tumanowiozii, Bow., ii, 76; i, PI. 
XXX, fig, 359. 

1866 Haliphysema ThmianovneMii, O. Schmidt. Zweite Snp- 
plement d. Spong. d. Adriatisolien Meeres, p. 13, pi. i, 
fig. 13 (copy from Bowerbank). 

1868 Hahfphysema Thimanowicni, Parfitt. TraziB. Devon. 
Assoc. Sci. Lit. and Art., p. 14 (separate copy) ; and 
Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. y, vol. i (1878), p. 88. 

1870 Squamtdina aeopvla, Garter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 
voL V, p. 810, pL iv, figs. 1—11 ; and voL xx (1877), 
p. 337; ser. 6, voL i (1878), p. 172; voL iii (1879), 
p. 407. 

1877 Ecdvphysema primordude, Haeckel. Biologisohe Sta- 
dien, p. 180, pL ix. 

1877 Hdliphysema Tumanowienii, Haeckel. 1. c, p. 192. 

1877 Ckutrophysema dWialamium, Haeckel. L c, p. 196, 
pis. xii — xiv. 

1877 Gasirophysema acoptda, Haeckel. 1. c, p. 206. 

1878 SquamuUna Bcopula, Kent. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 5, 

Yol. i, p. 1. 
1878 HaHphysema Tumanowiczii, Norman. Ann. Nat. Hist., 
ser. 5, vol. i, p. 274. 

VOL IV. 3 
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1878 Haliphysema Tumanavficwi, Kent. Ann. Nat. Hist., 

ser. 5, vol. ii, p. 68, pis. iv and y. 

1879 Haliphysema Thmcmawietiii, H. B. Brady. Quart. Joom. 

Mio. Sci., N. S., vol. zix, p. 50. 

1880 Haliphysema Thmianowicwii, Lankester. Quart. Joum. 

Mic. Sci., N. S., vol. xix, p. 475, p. xxii. 

Habitat. — Attached to fronds of Bhodymenia^ Torbay 
(Parfitt); Budleigh-Salterton (Carter); Jersey (Kent); 
Bergen, Norway (Haeckel) ; " H. primordiale" Medi- 
terrannean, Corsica (Haeckel) ; " O. dithalamium,^* 
Mediterranean, Smyrna (Haeckel). 

The genus Haliphysema has been the subject of 
much controversy of recent years, for the full under- 
standing of which the reader is referred to the several 
papers which are enumerated in the syonymy. It will 
suffice here briefly to allude to the views entertained 
by the respective authors. 

Dr. Bowerbank described Haliphysema at first not 
only as a sponge, but as presumably a sponge which 
secreted its own siUceous spicula. In the second 
volume of this work, however, after he had received 
from me the type-specimens of H. ramulosa^ he dis- 
tinctly stated that the skeleton consists of " an incor- 
poration of fragments of spicula of various shapes and 
sizes and of minute grains of sand.'' This fact I had 
pointed out to him in my letters. 

Mr. Carter was the first to maintain that Haliphy- 
sema had been wrongly placed among the sponges, and 
that it should be located among the Bhizopoda. He 
found grounds for this opinion in the pseudo-septate 
character of the attached base of the organism, which, 
he argued, showed its alliance with the Foraminifera, 
and from the fact that on cutting an individual in two 
sarcode escaped which exhibited amoeboid motions. 
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Professor Haeckel next entered in the field, and 
published an elaborate essay illustrated with a number 
of plates. He apparently proved to demonstration 
that Halvphysema could be nothing else than a sponge, 
and he assigned it to that position, and as one of the 
simplest forms of the Coelenterata. He described and 
figured Saliphysema as having a hollow interior every- 
where lined with the " flagellated cells " or " collar- 
bearing monads" characteristic of sponges; furnished^ 
moreover, with a curious single spiral line of such 
flagellated cells of much greater size than the rest, 
while at the bottom of the cavity he described and 
figured ovate objects which were regarded as eggs. 
No one at this time could have reasonably supposed 
anything else than that Haeckel had clearly proved 
Haliphysema to be a low type of sponge. 

Meanwhile I had myself procured certain organisms 
from my own dredgings off Valentia and from material 
brought up the " Porcupine " from considerable depths 
in the Atlantic. These appeared to me, on the one 
hand, so nearly to resemble Haliphysema that they 
could scarcely belong to a different class, and, on the 
other, so closely approaching many of the Lituolidan 
Foraminifera that no line of demarcation seemed pos- 
sible. In a paper in the ' Annals ' I summarised what 
was known and had been written respecting Haliphy^ 
sema retaining its place, in consequence of Haeckel's 
apparently conclusive proofs among the sponges, but 
criticising the genera and species which he had insti- 
tuted. In this paper I described the allied organisms 
under the names Technitella and Marsipella as ** genera 
incertcB sedisJ' I did not dare to separate them from 
the Foraminifera to which they appeared to me to be 
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united by a series of uninterrupted links, while on the 
other hand Technitella appeared more closely allied to 
Ealiphysema than to any other animal known to me. 

Shortly after this Mr. Kent, who felt most anxious 
to see with his own eyes what Haeckel had described 
and figured of the animal of Haliphysema, sought dili- 
gently for and succeeded in finding it at Jersey. 
After most careful examination of living examples, he 
astonished zoologists by a paper, in which he stated 
that a *^ rigid examination with the aid of a magnifying 
power of from 800 to as much as 2000 diameters, failed 
to reveal the existence of any structure corresponding 
with the collar-bearing flagellate zooids of ordinary 
sponges '* such as had been figured by Haeckel. On 
the other hand, he witnessed such extended, delicate, 
and anastomosing pseudopodial action of the sarcode in 
the living animal, and altogether such a structure of 
the granular mass which occupied the whole of the 
interior, as to convince him that Haliphysema must be 
and could be nothing else than a Foraminifer. 

Mr. Bay Lankester commenced his observations 
under the impression that it was impossible that the 
Professor of Jena could have so accurately figured and 
described what had in reality no existence; and he 
presumed, therefore, that what Haeckel had witnessed 
had escaped the observation of Mr. Kent. Afber close 
and most careful investigation of numerous Uving and 
preserved examples sent to him firom Jersey, he found 
Mr. Kent's observations to be confirmed in every par- 
ticular, and that the " core " or central portion of Hali' 
physema within the crust of spicula and sand grains 
*' is a continuous mass of protoplasm, exhibiting no 
central cavity and devoid of * cell-structure.' " Scat- 
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tered in the protoplasm are an immense number of 
vesicular bodies averaging i i\ ^t h inch in diameter, the 
walls of which are thick and their contents granular or 
else hyaline. Mr. Lankester suggests that these may 
be called " vesicular nuclei." At the basal portion of 
the core were egg-like bodies of protoplasm of much 
larger size than the vesicular nuclei, varying from the 
Yi^th to the tJxt*^ of an inch in diameter. In no 
I)art of the body-substance could he find " evidence of 
any axial cavity comparable to the enteron of higher 
animals, nor the slightest trace of a breaking up of the 
protoplasm into areas or units corresponding to cells, 
with the exception of the egg-Uke bodies of the ante- 
terior region ;" and the whole organisation points to 
its relationship to the Foraminifera. 

Dr. K. Mobias is a third witness. He has confirmed 
the observations of Kent and Lankester from the 
examination of living specimens procured at the 
Mauritius, and placed the genus among the Forami- 
nifera. 

Mr. H. B. Brady, in his recent observations of classi- 
fication of the Foraminifera in ^^ Notes on some of the 
Beticularian Ehizopoda of the * Challenger ' Expedi- 
tion " C Quart. Jour. Mic. Sci./ N. S., vol. xxi, 1880, 
p. 13), has placed Kaliphysema together with my genera 
Technitella and Marevpella in the Family AstrorhizidcB ; 
and here it appears to me, according to our present 
knowledge, is its most proper position. 

Although, however, Halijphysema would seem to have 
with our present knowledge no proper locus standi in 
the present volume, it is right that it should be left 
here in deference to what were Dr. Bowerbank's views 
to the time of his death. 
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2. Haltphtskma bamulosa, Bow.^ II, 79 ; iii, PI. XITI, 
fig.l. 

1870 Halypkysema ramu2o0a» Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist, ser. 4, 

vol. V, p. 389. 
1870 Sqwimidina aeopula {" branched variety "), Carter. Ann. 

Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol. vi, p. 845. 

1877 ffaUphyaema ramitdoBii, Haeckel. Biologische Studien, 

p. 193. 

1878 ffdUphyeema ramulo8{if Norman. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. v, 

vol. i, p. 276. 
1880 Ealiphyaema Tumanovneni, tt5bias. Beitrage znr 
Meeres Fauna der Insel Mauritius und den Seychel- 
len, p. 72, pis. i and ii, fig. 1. 

EoMtat — Among sponges and on rocks, between 
tidemarks, Budleigh-Salterton, Devon, Mr. Carter. Off 
coast of Florida, U.S., dredged by Pourtales (fide 
Schmidt). Boundstone Bay, Ireland (Norman). 

The finest specimen I have seen of H. rarmdosa 
is one for which I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. 
Carter, and which, from a pedicel of almost a quarter 
of an inch high, becomes suddenly multiramose, and 
terminates in seventeen heads.* 



GenuB 11. — CiooALYPTA, Bow.^ I, 179; ii, 6. 

1. ClOOALYPTA PBNI0ILLU8, BoW.y II, 81; I, PL XXX, 

fig. 360 ; PI. XIII, figs. 2—4. 

1870 ila»ne{2a penieiQiu, Schmidt. SpongienFaanadesAtlant. 
Ge1>iete8, p. 76. 

2. ClOOALYPTA Lebi, Bow., HI, 296; PL LXXXVI, 
figs. 1 — 4. 

* This specimen will be figured in Mr. H. B. Brady's forthcoming 
volume on the " Challenger " Foraminif era. 
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Genus 12. — Tbthya, Lamarck^ i, 181 ; ii, 6. 

1. Tethya obanium, Lamarck^ ii, 83 ; i, PI. IV, figs. 77 
—82; PL XXV, fig. 343; PL XXXI, fig. 362; 
III, PL XIV, figs. 1—6 ; PL LXXXIX, figs. 5—8. 

1870 Tetaia eraniwn, Schmidt. Spongy. Atlaat., Geb., p. 76. 

1872 Tdkya ZeOandiea, Carter. Ann. Nat Hiat., aer. 4, 
▼o]. ix, p. 417, pi. zzii, figs. 1—6, 1^—17. 
Tethya eranivm. Carter. Loo. cit., pi. xzii, figs. 9 — 12. 

1875 Tethya eraniwm, vars. aby89orum and fn/re^fuefu. Carter. 
Ann. Nat. Hist, ser. 4, roL zviii, p. 405, pi. zri, fig. 49 
(abjssoram), and fig. 48 (infirequens). 

Habitat. — Dredged in deep water in the Minch in 
company with Phakellia ventilabrum, Isodictya infun- 
dibuliformis and la^niosa^ and Normania crassa^ which 
are also its companions in the deep waters of the 
Shetland Seas (N.). 

Either there must be an extraordinary amount of 
variation in the character of the spicula of this sponge, 
or there are in the seas around the British Islands very 
closely allied species which, while agreeing in general 
character, may be distinguished by certain variations in 
their spicula. It is not without much hesitation that I 
here regard these forms as variatious of a single species. 
So regarded, I cannot but feel that they give a very 
serious warning against basing specific character on 
minute spicular differentiation ; and in these volumes a 
large number of species are established on the ground 
of minute spicular variation. At the same time it must 
be carefully borne in mind that in all other classes of 
animals the amount of plasticity of form and structure 
varies immensely, even in kindred species ; and the fact 
that one animal or plant varies almost endlessly does 
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not enable us to predicate that a closely allied form 
will prove similarly unstable in its characters ; on the 
contrary, it may prove exceptionally constant to its 
type. 

A very important question still remains unanswered 
among the spongesj viz. What amount of variation in 
the form and proportioruite size of spicula wxiy he re- 
garded as consistent with specific character ? No doubt 
the amount of such variation will, as I have suggested, 
be found to differ greatly in different genera and 
species. Future observations must determine whether 
the divergencies here considered as varietal in Tethya 
cranium should or should not be rather reckoned as 
specific. It will be easy in such latter case to employ 
the names here used to designate the several varieties 
as indicative instead of species. 

Dr. Bowerbank first pointed out that the numerous 
specimens of Tethya cranium which he had examined 
contained two sorts of gemmules, " which are always 
grouped together" (ii, p. 86). These two gemmules 
differ in their spicules, the first having only curved 
fusiformi-acerates ; the second having, 1, curved 
fusiformi-acerates ; 2, attenuato-porrecto-temates ; 3, 
attenuato-bihamates or unihamates. And he considered 
it " highly probable" that this difference in the struc- 
ture of the gemmules is sexual. 

In 1872 Mr. Carter, having examined a bottle-full of 
Tethya cranium which Dr. Bowerbank had presented 
to the British Museum, believed that they were 
divisible into two species, which he designated 
" cranium*^ and " Zetlandica ;^^ Dr. Bowerbank declined 
(* Ann. Nat. Hist.' ser. 4, vol. x, p. 58) to acknowledge 
the validity of the grounds on which Carter established 



TBTHYA. 41 

his T. Zetlandica ; and Mr. Carter himself now doubts 
whether that form is entitled to specific rank (* Ann. 
Nat. Hist.,' ser. 4, vol. xviii, p. 471). I have spe- 
cimens in my collection which closely agree with the 
characters of Zetlandica^ but I am inclined to regard 
them as cranium in which the dermal membrane and 
subdermal sarcode with their bihamates have been 
washed away; while the consequently outstanding 
fasciculi of radiating porrecto- and recurvo-temate 
spicula, of which the apices are broken off, give the 
sponge the "thick-set papilte" which render it so 
different in appearance to the naked eye from the 
silky investiture of the same sponge when in fine 
condition. The differences in the gemmules appear 
to be those which had previously been noticed by 
Bowerbank. 

I now proceed to notice the forms which have been 
met with. 



Tbthta cbanium, var. 1, typioa. 

The externally protruded spicula, arranged in whorls 
like the hair of the human head, and presenting a 
hoary, shining, asbestine appearance. The sarcode, 
abundantly supplied with excessively minute sigmoid- 
bihamate spicula (magnified 1166 diameters, iii, PL 
XIV, fig. 5), measuring about -^rrs ^^^ loi^g- " The 
spiral twist of the spicules and presence of bihamates 
are as characteristic of the young while still within 
the body of the mother as they are of the adult" 
(Carter). 
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Tbthya CRANIUM, vav. 2, Zbtlandioa, Garter^ 1. c. 

Surface smooth, interrupted by thick-set papillae 
irregularly disposed. Sarcode entirely without biha- 
mates. The young within the body showing the 
same absence of bihamates, and having the spicules 
radiatingly arranged, but not spirally twisted 
(Carter). 



Tetbya CRANIUM, var. 3, aoufera, Norman. 

In most respects like the type, bihamates abundant ; 
along with the f usiformi-acerate spicula of the skeleton 
large numbers of fusiformUacuates occur, consti- 
tuting perhaps one third of the number of skeleton 
spicula. 

A single specimen in my collection. 



Tethya CRANIUM, vaf. 4, ABYSSORUM, Garter^ Ann. Nat. 
Hist., ser. 4, vol. xviii, 1876, p. 405, pi. xvi, 
% 49. 

Bihamates (xsVo*^ ^^^ loi^g) twice as large as usual, 
and under \ inch object glass seen to be covered with 
minute vertical spines. 

Abundant among the "Porcupine" dredgings in 
the deep sea between the North of Scotland and the 
Faroe Islands. 
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Tbthya cranium, var. 5, infbbquens, Garter, Ann. 
Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol. xviii, 1876, p. 405; 
pi. xvi, figs. 48 a — c. 

Porrecto-temate spicula, of remarkable form, the 
prongs being distally truncated and slightly expanded, 
so as to form a cup-shaped excavation bordered by a 
serrated margin, while the central canal of the spi- 
culum on reaching the bottom of the cup-shaped 
cavity divides into a number of minute branches, one 
of which passes to each of the tooth-like processes on 
the margin of the cup. The recurvo-temate spicules 
have the arms much more divergent, and not so re- 
curved as in the normal T. cranivm; and the usual 
bihamate flesh-spicules are altogether absent. This is 
certainly a most remarkable fomu 

One specimen, " Porcupine '* Expedition, 1869, No. 
57, Lat. 60° 14' N., Long. 6° 17' W., 632 fathoms, in 
the deep mid-channel between Scotland and Faroe. 

Tethya cranmm^ Phakellia ventilahrwm^ and Isodictya 
infundibuliformiSf are all brought up in great abundance 
by the hooks of the Shetland long-line men, when 
fishing for torsk and cod on the Haaf Banks. 

When Dr. Bowerbank first commenced the study of 
British Sponges, the Tethya, &c., were considered 
extremely rare. Desirous of possessing these fine 
species, he wrote to the fishermen's agent at the Out 
Skerries, and said he would give sixpence each for all 
that he could procure. No doubt our old friend 
thought the offer an uncommonly safe one ; but in a 
short time a huge keg of Sponges came (300 Tethya^ 
see II, p. 84, among them !), and a nice little bill of 
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fifteen pounds. As he distributed his duplicates 
among his friends, he used to laugh over the story, 
which he told as a warning never to give an unlimited 
order. Of late years the same sort of lesson has been 
taught with respect to two other Sponges, Euplectella 
aspergillwrriy and Hycdonema mirdbile. 



2. Tbthya Collingsii, Boto.^ ii, 87 ; i, PI. II, fig. 48 ; 
III, PI. XV, figs. 1—9. 

^' 1867 CoUmggia Samiensia, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, p . 541. 
1870 SteUeUa CoUmgni, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 

Eabitai. — On the under side of large stones at ex- 
treme low water, spring tides, at entrance of West- 
port Bay, Co. Mayo (N). 



3. Tethya Sohmidtii, Bow., ii, 89 ; in, PI. XV, figs. 
10—16. 

1867 CoUmgaia Behmidiii, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 541. 
1870 SteUeUa SchmidUi, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 67. 



4. Tbthya Lynccjeium (Lm?i.),ii, 92; i, PI. XXV, fig. 
342 ; III, PI. XV, figs. 17—22. 

1862 Tdhya morwn and Lyncwrium, Schmidt. Spong. Adri- 
atic Meeres, p. 44. 

1867 Dorustia awantitim, Qray. Proc. ZooL Soc, p. 541. 

1869 Tdhya {Donaiia, Gray) Lyncuriwn, Garter. Ann, Nat. 
Hist., ser. 4, vol. iv, p. 7, pi. ii, figs. 1—6. 
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1870 THhya Lyneurium, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 67. 

Habitat — Tidemarks, Westport Bay, Co. Mayo ; 
and Boundstone, Connemara (N.), Budleigh-Salterton 
(Carter) • 



5. Tbthta spinosa, Bow., in, 279; PI. LXXXIII, 

figs. 17—22. 

6. Tjsthta SPINULABIA, Bow., 11,94*; III, PL XV, figs. 

23—30. 

1867 Spinularia teOieoides, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 524. 
1870 BadieUa gpinularia, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Qeh,, 
p. 76. 



Oemis 13. — Halicnemia, Bow., i, 184 ; ii, 6. 

Halionbmia patera, Bow., ii, 96 ; i, PI. X, figs. 228 — 
233 ; PI. XXXII, figs. 363, 364 ; iii, PI. XV, 
figs. 31, 32. 



Oenus 14. — Diotyootlindbus, Bow., i, 185; ii, 6. 

1. DiCTTOOTLINDBUS VENTILABEUM, BoW., II, 100; III, 

. PL XVI, figs. 1—5. 

1870 Didyoeylindnu ventHahrum, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. 
Geb., p. 76. 



2. DlOTYOOTLlNDEUS EAMOSUS {Mout.), II, 103 ; III, PL 

XVI, figs. 6 -12. 

1870 Ba^paUia ramoaa, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 76. 
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3. DiOTYOOYLINDBUS BADIOSUS, BoW., 11^ 105; III, PI. 

XX, figs. 5—9. 

1870 BaapaiUa rocEioM^ Sclimidt. Spong. AUant. Geb., p. 76. 



4. DlOTYOOYLINDBaS HoWSBI, BoW., II, 106; III, PI. 

XIX, figs. 8—13. 

Habitat. — A specimen an inoli and a quarter high, 
consisting of a short, bent pedicil, and three branched 
terminations, dredged in 10 fathoms, Birterbuy Bay 
(N.). 

5. DiOTYOOYLINDBUS HISPIDUS (Mont.), II, 108; III, PI. 

XVII, figs. 1—5. 

1870 Bciapailia {viminalU ?), Sclimidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 

Habitat. — In 50 fathoms off Shetland, in company 
with D. stuposibs (N.), 



6. DiOTYOOTLiNDRUS AOULEATUS, Bow., II, 109 ; III, 53 ; 
PI. XXI, figs. 5—12. 

1867 VUmlinus aeideaiui, Graj. Proo. Zoo]. Soc, p. 545. 



7. DiOTYOOYLINDBUS PASOIOULABIS, Bow.^ II, 110; III, 

PI. XVIII, figs. 1—4. 

1867 Adreua faseieulcuris, Gray. Proo. Zool. Soc., p. 545. 
1870 BatpaUia (sieUigera ?), Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 
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8. DiCTTOOYLINDBUS VIEGULT08US, Bow.^ 11, 113; III, 

PI. XIX, figs. 14—18. 

1870 BaapaiUfL virguUotct, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 

p. 76. 
1876 DiciyocyUndrvM virgvlUmu, Garter. Ann. Nat. Hist., 

ser. 4, ToL xviii, p. 234, pL zii, fig. 5, and pL tv, 

fig. 27. 

In the specimens procured in the "Porcupine** 
Expedition to the East of Shetland in 64 and 75 
fathoms, Mr. Carter has described and figured the 
large skeleton spicules as " large, acuate, smooth, 
sharp-pointed, curved suddenly or bent towards the large 
extremity.** In this last point these spicules differ 
from those described in this work from my type- 
specimens, but in all other respects the *' Porcupine" 
examples agree closely with those previously obtained. 
Similar variations, from straight-headed acuates to 
those which have the thick end much bent, occasionally 
occur in other species ; for example, the club-headed 
Bpicula of Grantia compressa, which usually have the 
head much bent on one side, are occasionally found 
straight. 



9. DiOTYOOYLINDBUS PTTMILUS, Bow., II, 114; III, PI. 

XIX, fig. 19 ; PI. XXI, figs. 1—4. 

1870 Aminslla pwnila, Scbmidt. Bpong. Atlant. Geb., p. 70. 

Habitat. — An example in fine condition was found 
growing on the arched under surface of a large stone 
at extreme low water, Westport Bay, Co. Mayo (N.). 
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10. DiOTYOOTLiNDBus STUPOSUS (Mont.)^ II, 116 ; III, PI. 

XIX, figs. 1—7. 

1867 Vibulinus stu^fmu, Gray. Froo. ZooL Soc., p. 545. 
1870 BaapaUia shtpoaa, Sohmidt. Spong. Ailaut. Geb., p. 76. 

Habitat. — In 60 fathoms, five miles East of Balta 
Island, Shetland, 1867; three miles off* Dunstan- 
borough, Northumberland, 1864; the Minch, 1866; 
Birterbuy Bay, Connemara, 1874 (N.). 

11. DlOTYOOTUNDEUS EUGOSUS, Bow.^ TI, 119; III, PI. 

XX, figs. 1 — 4. 

1870 AmneUa rugoaa, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Qeh,, p. 76. 

12. DiOTTOOYLINDEUS EBOTANGUIiUS, Bow.^ Ill, 281; PL 

LXXXIV. figs. 1-7. 



Oemis 15. — Phakellia, Bow., i, 186; ii, 7. 

1. Phakellia eobusta, Bow.^ ii, 120; in, 54; PL 

XXI, figs. 13—17. 

2. Phakellia vbntilabeum (Johnston)^ n, 122; in, PL 

XXII, figs. 1—7. 

1866 PhaheUia vevUUdbrtim, Schmidt. Spong. Adiiat. Meeres, 
zweites Supplement, p. 15, pi. i, fig. 16. 

1870 PhakeUia veniilabrivm, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant Geb., 
p. 61. 

1876 PhakeUia veniUabrwn, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. iv, 
vol. xTiii, p. 239. 

HaUtat. — Fine in deep water in the Minch (N.). It 
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has been found by Scbmidt among the Sponges 
dredged by Pourtales off Florida in 324 fathoms 
(' Spong. Atlant./ p. 62) ; and in the '* Porcupine" 
dredgings in the North Atlantic it was procured from 
the still greater depth of 640 fathoms (Carter, 1. c). 

Among the editor's specimens from Shetland is one 
which is ten inches high, and a foot in diameter across 
the edge of the cup. Another very beautiful example 
is only three inches high, but expands very widely, 
and has a greatest diameter of thirteen inches, while 
its surface is proliferous with seven or eight young 
specimens springing from it. 



Oemcs 16. — ^Miceociona, Boiv., i, 188 ; ii, 7. 

1. MiCEOCiONA PiCTiTiA, Boio.^ IT, 124; III, 352; PI. 
XXIII, figs. 1—6, and LXXXII, fig. 20. 

Habitat. — Westport Bay, Co. Mayo; colour when 
living yellow, very glairy with abundant sarcode (N.). 

One of the specimens from Westport Bay is a large 
mass, which measures in the dried state three and a 
half inches long, two and a half wide, and one and a 
half thick. It has numerous pieces of Gorallina and 
Nullipora, as well as several small pebbles, em- 
bedded in its substance. It was dredged in about five 
fathoms. 



2. MiCROOiONA Kentii, Bow., hi, 317; PI. LXXXIX, 
figs. 9—13. 

In Yol. Ill, p. 311, fig. 9, for '* represents the type 

VOL. IV. 4 
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specimen of the species in the cabinet of Mr. W. 
Saville Kent," read — " represents the largest of the 
specimens dredged by the Rev. A. M. Norman at 
Jersey." On comparing the figure with the de- 
scription of the specimens, the student would be at a 
loss to reconcile the illustration with the account of 
Mr. Kent's specimen; he will, however, find the 
description of the specimen from which the drawing 
was made on page 319. Dr. Bowerbank apparently 
chose this specimen for illustration as being the largest 
he had seen, and " in a much finer condition than the 
type one found by Mr. Kent." 

3. MiOEOOIONA FEAUDATOB, BoW.y III, 276 ; PI 

Lxxxrn, figs. 7—11. 

4. MiOEOcioNA TUMULOSA, Bow.^ n. sp., IV, PI. XI, figs. 



" Sponge massive, tumulous, tumuli conical, large, 
parietes thick; surface minutely rugose. Oscula 
within the cloacal tumuli. Pores inconspicuous. 
Dermal membrane abundantly spiculous ; spicula ace- 
rate, same size and form as those of the skeleton, dis- 
persed. Skeleton-columns numerous, compact, long 
and slender, diflftised ; spicula acerate, rather slender. 
Interstitial spicula few in number, same as those of 
the skeleton. 

" Colour. — ^In the dried state, externally dull grey, 
internally blood red. 

" Habitat. — ^Westport Bay, County Mayo, at extreme 
low-water spring tides ; Rev. A. M. Norman. 
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" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" I received this sponge with many others from my 
friend the Rev, A. M. Norman for examination. It 
consists of two little specimens, which have evidently 
been united by small adhesive points near their basal 
portions. When thus united the two would not have 
exceeded an inch in diameter, and the greatest height 
is about half an inch. One of these small masses is 
composed of four comparatively large conical tumuli, 
each terminating in a cloacal orifice, the margin of 
which is slightly thickened, and is quite smooth. The 
other specimen, rather the largest of the two, has 
one large tumulus and an immature one ; the large one 
has three terminal orifices, and appears to have been 
two or more tumuli fused together by close contact. 
The largest of the tumuli rather exceeds half an inch 
in height. 

" The dermal membrane abounds with spicula, which 
are closely felted together without any approach to 
definite arrangement. They vary to a small extent in 
size, but they are in every respect the same as those of 
which the skeleton-columns are composed. 

" The skeleton exhibits the most strildngly distinctive 
characters of the species. The columns are long and 
slender ; the spicula of which they are composed are 
compactly cemented together, and in the specimen in 
course of description they are of a deep blood-red 
colour. The columns are completely destitute of 
internal defensive spicula. When the columns, pass- 
ing from the basal portion of the sponge^ reach the 
dermal membrane, they do not terminate there, but 
bending at an angle they continue their course in con- 
tact with the inner surface of the membrane for con- 
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siderable distances in various directions; and this 
peculiarity, combined with the slender, smooth, and 
blood-red colour, forms an important discriminative 
character of the species. The interstitial spicula are 
few in number and very irregularly dispersed, and 
they are of the same form and size as those of the 
other parts of the sponge. 

'* It is remarkable that in this species of the genus 
there is only one form and size of spiculum which is 
common to all parts of the sponge.'' 

5. MiOEOOiONA L^vis, Bow.^ II, 127; iii, PL XXTEI, 
fig. 7—11. 

1867 AhUa lavis, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, p. 539. 

6. MiCBOOIONA SIMPLIOISSIMA, Bow.^ Ill, 204 ; PI. 

LXXni, figs. 16—19. 

1868 Mierociona aimplicissima, Bowerbank. In last Report 

of Dredging among the Shetland Isles ; Norman on 
Forifera, Brit. Assoc. Bep., 1868 (1869), p. 330. 

7. MiOBOOIONA FALLAX, BoW., II, 128. 

1869 SqphasfaUax, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 521. 

1870 ScopaUnafaUaa, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 76. 

8. MlCROOIONA 8PINXJLBNTA, Bow.yll, 132 ; III, PI. XXIV, 

figs. 1—6. 

1870 Esperia apvMiUfida, Scbmidt. Spong. Atlant. G^b., p. 76. 

Habitat. — Shetland, 1864, Messrs. Peach and 
Jeffreys {fide Bowerbank in Utt. ad A. M. N.). 



MICBOCIONA. 53 

9. MiOBOCiONA ASHATA, Bow.^ If, 129; III, PL XXIII, 

figs. 17—24. 

Habitat. — Shetland, 1864, Messrs. Peaoh and 
Jeffreys {fide Bowerbank in litt. ad A. M. N.). 



10. MiOEOCIONA AMBIGUA, BoW.^ II, 136; III, PI. XXV, 

figs. 1—9. 



11. MiOEOOIONA JECUSGULOM, BoW. 

1866 Hymeniaeidon jeeutculvin, Bow. ii, 198. 

1874 Microciona jecMCtdwn, Bow. iii, 274» PL LXXXIIl, 

figs. 1—6. 
1870 Desmaeidon jecvsculum, Schmidt. Spong. AUaat. Qeb. 

p. 76. 
1876 Mierocuma jecuicvJivm^ Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 

vol. zviii, p. 237. 

Habitat. — Carter (1. c.) records this sponge as 
dredged by the " Porcupine " in 374 fathoms near 
Cape St. Vincent (station 25), 1870, and near the 
Faroe Islands (station 61), 1869, in 114 fathoms. 



12. MiCROOiONA PLUMOBA {Montagu). 

1866 Mierocuma camosa, Bow. ii, 133. 

1866 Hymenxcicidon plumosui. Bow. |i, 195. 

1874 Microcumaplumosc^Bow. in, 61, PI. XXIV, figs. 7— 13. 

1867 Pronax pltmoia, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc., p. 536. 

1870 Deamaeidon plvmoms, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Gkb., 
p. 76. 

Habitat — Westport Bay, Co. Mayo, N. 
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13. MiOBOOIONA ATBASANGUINEA, BoW., II, 138 ; I, PL 

XXXIII, fig. 368 ; PI. XXXIV, fig. 369 ; iii, PL 
XXIV, figs. 14—19. 

Habitat — ^Shetland, 1864, Messrs. Peach and 
Jeffreys {fide Bowerbank in litt. ad A. M. N.) ; Bud- 
leigh-Salterton (Carter).* 



Qenus 17. — Htmeeaphia, Bow. 

1. Hymbbaphia vbemiculata, Bow.^ II, 141; i, PL 1, 
fig. 5 ; III, PL XXVI, figs. 1—3. 

1867 Buharia vermietdaia. Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc., p. 522. 
1876 Bymeraphia vermiculata, yar. ereda, Carter. Ann. Nat. 

Hist., ser. 4, vol. xviii, p. 307, pi. zii, fig. 4, and pi. xv, 

fig. 26 a, b. 

Hahifat. — ^All the Shetland specimens are in the 
form of a very thin crust, coating stones. Among the 
" Porcupine " dredgings, however, were found *' short, 
cyhndrical, angular, club-shaped sponges, becoming 
massive, lobed, and lobulated, or compressed and 
expanding flabellately.'* These sponges were about 
three inches high. In anatomical and structural 
characters they are stated by Carter to closely re- 
semble the encrusting forms of H. vermiculata^ which 
was found with it. The localities of the specimens 
lie *^ between the North of Scotland, the Shetland and 
the Faroe Island, in depths varying from 114 to 640 
fathoms.'* 

* ' Ann. Nat. Hist./ ser. 4, vol. vii, 1871, p. 274. 
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2. Htmbbaphia clavata, Bow.^ ii, 143 j iii, PI. XXVI, 

figs. 4 — 9. 

1867 Eultyphon davahm. Gray. Proc. Zool. Soa, p. 521. 

3. Hymebaphia vebticillata, Bow., ii, 145 ; i, PI. X, 

figs. 238, 239 ; iii, 69, PI. XXVII, figs. 1—3. 

1867 Nania verticiUata, Gray, Proc. 2k>ol. Soc* p. 516. 

1867 Laothoe verHeiUata, Gray. Ibid., p. 543. 

1875 Hymeraphia vertieillata, Garter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 

vol. xyiii, p. 321, pi. xiv, figs. 21 cm^, and pi. xy, 

figs. 39 a, b. 

Habitat — Ifymeraphia vertieillata has been recorded 
by Schmidt from Florida (*Spong. Atlant. Geb.,* 
p. 80), and from 345 fathoms forty miles north-north- 
west of Shetland (station 65), 1869, by Carter in his 
notes on the ** Porcupine ** sponges. 

4. Hymebaphia stellifeba. Bow., ii, 146 ; i, PI. I, fig. 

34 ; PL XXXIV, fig. 370 ; iii, PI. XXVII, figs. 
4—6. 

1867 MesapoB stdlifera, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 543. 

5. Hymebaphia simplex, Bow., hi, 255, PI. LXXX, 

figs. 2, 3. 

6. Hymebaphia oobonuIiA, Bow.y iii, 246 ; PI. LXXIX, 

figs. 1 — 4. 

1868 Hymeraphia eoronida, Bowerbank. In last Report of 

Dredging among the Shetland lales; Norman on 
Forlfera^ Brit. Assoc. Bep., 1868 (1869), p. 330. 
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Oenus 18. — Hymedesmia, Bow., i, 190; ii, 8. 

1. Hymedesmia inflata, Boio.^ iii, 248; PL LXXIX, 
figs. 5 — 8. 



2. Hymedesmia occulta, Bow., hi,- 250; PI. LXXIX, 
figs. 9—11. 

1868 Hymedesmia oeeuUa, Bowerbank. Last Report, of 
Dredging among the Shetland lales; Norman on 
Forifera, Brit. Absoc. Rep., 1868 (1869), p. 331. 



3. Hymedesmia eaduta,-Bow;.,ii, 149 ; iii, PI. XXVIII, 
figs. 1—4; PI. XXIX, fig. 8. 

1867 Epiclea radiosua. Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc, 521. 

Habitat. — On a fossil valve of Pecten Islandicus, 
dredged by Dr. Jeffreys and myself in the Minch in 
1866 (N.). 



4. Hymedesmia indistincta, Botv., iii, 304 ; PI. 
LXXXVII, figs. 1—10. 



5. Hymedesmia pansa, Boio.^ n. sp., iv, PI. I, figs. 1 — 4. 

" Sponge coating, thin. Surface uneven. Oscula 
simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. Dermal 
membrane pellucid, aspiculous. Skeleton composed 
of numerous, wide, flat patches of parallel, long, 
slender^ acuate spicula, intermixed with numerous 
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prostrate, attenuato-acuate, entirely spined defensive 
spicnla. Internal defensive spicula stout and variable 
in length, numerous; retentive spicula arcuate, bi- 
dentate, equi-anchorate, slender, very numerous, and 
minute. 

'* Gohur. — Dried state, amber yellow. 

*^ Habitat. — Birterbuy Bay* and Roundstone Bay, 
County Gklway, Ireland ; Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

•* This sponge coats very thinly a portion of the inner 
surface of a fragment of a valve of a Pecten, upon 
which numerous cells of a Lepralia have been built, 
and covering a portion of these, and upon parts of the 
smooth surface of the shell the sponge has been 
produced. The surface is more or less imeven, but 
this character of the sponge is probably in a great 
degree dependent on the extraneous materials based 
on the shell beneath it. A portion of the sponge 
covers the dead cells of the Lepralia, while another 
portion is based on the smooth surface of the shell, 
and this assumes the form of a thin equable stratum of 
sponge. The portion covering the Lepralia had 
evidently been built over it while it was in a living 
state ; as upon reversing the mounted specimen nume- 
rous defensive spicula were seen projected through 
the basal membrane towards the cells of the Lepralia, 
evidently as a protection against any assaults on its 
basal substances ; but where the sponge was based on 
the smooth surface of the shell no defensive spicula 
were projected through the basal membrane, but on 

* This and BoundBtone Bay are two branches of the same inlet on 
the north side of Galway Bay. I take the spelling " Birterbuy " from 
the Admiralty chart, but it is also sometimes spelt Birterbie, Birtcrby» 
Birterbey, and Bertraghboy. — N. 
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the contrary, they were directed inward at various 
angles towards the dermal membrane, or were pros- 
trate amidst the skeleton fasciculi. This especial 
application by the sponge of organs of defence against 
an unusual danger is a very remarkable fact, but it is 
not a solitary case, as I have met with several other 
similar instances of provident defences during the 
course of my investigations of the nature of sponge 
structures. Independent of those portions of sponge 
built over the Lepralia cells, there are parts of the 
sponge deposited upon the smooth surface of the shell 
that are considerably thicker and more elevated, in the 
form of minute hummocks, above the surrounding por- 
tions of the sponge, and such elevations are more or 
less opaque; but it must be observed that these 
characters require a power of about 100 linear, applied 
to a portion of the sponge in Canada balsam, to render 
them distinct to the eye. ( 

" A few simple oscula were observed in the dermis of 
the part of the sponge examined. The pores were not 
detected. 

*' The dermal membrane is closely attached to the 
mass of the skeleton beneath it, and no distinctive 
spicula were apparent on it. 

" The skeleton is remarkable in its mode of structure. 
It consists of numerous thin patches of spicula, dis- 
posed at various angles to each other, and in some 
parts they are so intermixed as to render their dis- 
tinctive fascicular characters very doubtful; and the 
abundant intermixture of prostrate internal defensive 
spicula beneath and among them adds greatly to this 
confusion. The skeleton spicula are long and very 
slender, and the number, fasciculated together, vary 
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fipom tliree or four to so many as to render it quite 
impossible to count them. 

" The defensive spicula are very much stouter than 
those of the skeleton. They are very numerous ; a 
portion of them are based on the inner surface of the 
basal membrane, and are projected into the mass of 
the sponge at various angles, while others are pros- 
trate on the membrane, or intermixed with the skeleton 
tissues. 

•'The arcuate, bidentate, equi-anchorate, retentive 
spicula, are exceedingly numerous. They are very 
slender, and are abundantly but irregularly disposed 
in every part of the structures. 

" The only species of Hymedesmia with which H. 
pansa might possibly be confounded is H. indistincta, 
which has acuate, skeleton spicula, and bidentate, equi- 
anchorate, retentive ones, but it has no such internal 
defensive spicula as those which abound in E. pansa.^* 



6. Hymedesmia pilata. Bow., n. sp., iv, PI. II, figs. 1 — 4. 

" Sponge coating very thinly. Surface smooth or 
minutely hispid. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores in- 
conspicuous. Dermal membrane pellucid, rather abun- 
dantly supplied with very minute, simple or contort, 
bihamate, retentive spicula. Skeleton having the fasci- 
culi rarely containing more than two or three spicula, 
more frequently singly dispersed; spicula attenuato- 
acuate, basally spinous, long and rather slender. In- 
ternal defensive spicula attenuato-acuate, entirely spi- 
nous, comparatively short and stout, very numerously 
projected at right angles to the membranes. 
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" Colour. — In the dried state, dark amber-brown. 

'* HabituL — Birterbuy Bay, Ireland; Rev. A. M. 
Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" This sponge is spread very thinly on the inner sur- 
face of a fragment of a shell of Pecten maodmus. It 
is one inch in length, and its greatest width does not 
exceed half an inch. When a portion of it mounted 
in Canada balsam is examined with a power of 300 
linear it presents a very singular appearance. When 
the thickness of the sponge does not exceed about half 
the length of the internal defensive spicula, projected 
at right angles from the basal membrane through the 
dermal one, the surface appears minutely hispid, and 
the dermal membrane in a very pellucid state is dis- 
tinctly to be seen with numerous minute and slender 
bihamate, retentive spicula dispersed on its inner sur- 
face. When the thickness of the sponge exceeds the 
length of the internal defensive spicula the dermal 
surface then appears smooth, and the membrane, abun- 
dantly furnished with dark, amber-coloured sarcode, 
becomes very nearly opaque, and the structures be- 
neath are entirely obscured. In this condition its 
greatest thickness appears to be about twice the 
length of the internal defensive spicula, which mea- 
sured "g^ inch in length ; so that its greatest thick- 
ness does not appear to exceed about ytj inch. The 
bihamate spicula of the dermal membrane are rather 
abundant, but very minute and slender, and they 
require a power of not less than 400 linear to show 
them distinctly as they lie in situ. The skeleton also 
presents very anomalous characters. The spicula of 
which it is composed are like those of the system of 
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internal defence, attenuato-acuate in form, but very 
much longer ; a fully developed one measured j]^ inch, 
and in place of being entirely spined they are only 
spinous basally for about one third of their length, and 
their mode of disposition is parallel to the plane of the 
basal membrane, instead of at right angles to it. 
Their mode of disposition is also very irregular. 
There are rarely more than two or three fasciculated 
together, and by far the greater number are singly 
scattered amidst the interstitial tissues. 

" The three forms of spicula described are the only 
ones that I could detect in this sponge. The nearest 
ally to this species in general form and habitat ap- 
pears to be Hymedesmia pulchellay from which it is 
readily distinguished by the difference in the form of 
its skeleton and retentive spicula, and especially by 
the latter ; but the discrimination of the two species 
requires close examination, as the retentive spicula 
of the species in course of description do not exceed 
Y^^ inch in length, and they are also exceedingly 
slender in their proportions." 



7. Hymedesmia pulchella. Bow., n. sp., iv, PI. II, figs. 
5—8. 

" Sponge coating very thin and delicate. Surface 
minutely hispid. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores 
inconspicuous. Dermal membrane pellucid; tension 
spicula long and very slender, acuate; retentive spicula 
angalated, bidentate, equi-anchorate, minute, propor- 
tionally rather stout, very numerous. Skeleton — 
fasciculi loosely and irregularly formed ; spicula long 
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and very slender, acuate ; and also long and slender, 
attenuato-acuate, basally spinous, irregularly dispersed. 
Internal defensive spicula, attenuato-acuate, entirely 
and strongly spinous, short and stout, very numerous. 

** Colour. — In the dried state, dark amber-brown. 

^^ Hahitat. — Birterbuy Bay, Ireland; Rev. A. M. 
Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" This beautiful and interesting little sponge forms an 
exceedingly thin patch eight lines in length and four 
in breadth on the inner surface of a fragment of the 
shell of a Pecten maximus. A small portion of the 
sponge mounted in Canada balsam exhibited the surface 
as abundantly and powerfully hispid. Some portions 
of the sponge were nearly opaque in consequence of 
the presence of dark amber-coloured sarcode beneath 
the dermis, while other parts were in a beautifully trans- 
parent state and exhibited the structural characters of 
the sponge in a very satisfactory manner, with the 
strong hispidation of the surface produced by the 
projection of numerous, internal, defensive spicula, 
through the dermal membrane for more than half their 
entire length. As these spicula do not exceed -g^ 
inch in length, it would appear that the thickness of 
the sponge in those parts would not exceed about 
Too i^oh. 

" The dermal membrane appears to be abundantly 
supplied with the long and very slender tension spicula, 
but from the thinness of the sponge and the trans- 
paxency of the dermal membrane it is not easUy deter- 
mined to which part of the sponge the numerous, 
single, long, and very slender spicula belong; but 
this uncertainty does not obtain to so great an extent 
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with the equi-anchorate retentive spicula, which are 
abundantly distributed on the inner surface of the 
dermal membrane. 

"The skeleton fasciculi are very irregularly con- 
structed, and they rarely contain more than four or five 
irregularly placed spicula; but in addition to the fasci- 
culi there are numerous single spicula dispersed among 
the fasciculi^ and also a considerable number of the 
long, slender, basally spined, attenuato-acuate spicula, 
which are mostly prostrate amidst the other portions of 
the skeleton, though occasionally a few of them have 
their apical extremities slightly elevated above the sur- 
face on which their bases repose. These spicula are 
strikingly distinct from the purely defensive ones of the 
sponge, from which they may be at once distinguished 
by their being only basally spinous, and by being 
about three times the length of the purely defensive 
ones; an average-sized one measured xoTF ^^^^ i^ 
length ; they are basally spinous for about one fourth 
of their length ; the spines are acutely conical, but 
neither strongly nor numerously produced, while the 
internal defensive ones have their spines abundantly 
and very strongly produced, and especially so at their 
bases. The latter forms, besides those projected at 
rather regular intervals at right angles to the basal 
membrane, are frequently found prostrate on the mem- 
brane, either singly or in clusters, and occasionally 
assume a somewhat fan-shaped mode of disposition. 

" The angulated bidentate, equi-anchorate, retentive 
spicula are very numerous ; they vary very slightly in 
size — a fully developed one measured y^st i^^h in 
length — and are rather stoutly proportioned; they 
require a power of about 500 linear to render them 
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distinctly to the eye. Delicately thin as this species 
is, it is profusely abundant in spicula. 

" At the first sight this sponge is liable to be mis- 
taken for Symedesmia indistincta, but on a more care- 
ful microscopical examination^ the difference in form of 
the dermal tension spicula from those of H. indistincta, 
and the total absence of the entirely spined cylindrical 
spicula of the last-named species, at once separates 
them." 



8. Hymedesmia Peachii, Bow.^ n. sp., iv, PI. XIII, figs. 
5—12. 

" Sponge coating exceedingly thin. Sur&ce 
smooth, or very minutely hispid. Oscula and pores 
inconspicuous. Dermal membrane pellucid, aspicu- 
lous. Skeleton composed of numerous very slender, 
acuate spicula in flat fasciculi, irregularly dispersed ; 
auxiliary skeleton spicula large and long, attenuate- 
acuate, basally spinous, irregularly dispersed, pros- 
trate. Internal defensive spicula attenuato-acuate, 
entirely spined, projected from the basal membrane at 
right angles to its plane, comparatively small and 
numerous. Retentive spicula large and very stout, 
bidentate, equi-anchorate, moderately numerous ; and 
rarely others of the same form exceedingly minute. 

*' Colour. — In the dried state, cream- white. 

" Habitat. — ^Wick, North Britain, in deep water ; 
0. W. Peach. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

*' I received in 1866, from my old and indefatigable 
friend Mr. C. W. Peach, too late for description and 
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pubKcation in vol. ii of this work, a smaU angular stone 
nearly covered by a thin cream-white incrustation, and 
the remains of one of the valves of a bivalve shell, 
the inner surface of which was nearly entirely coated 
with the same sort of incrustation. He stated on labels 
attached to them that they were from deep water at 
Wick, North Britain. The crust was spread over three 
sides of the angular pebbla so thinly that it was with 
some difficulty that I could detach portions of it for 
microscopical examination after having immersed it in 
water ; its thickness not exceeding -j Jy inch. When 
a portion of it is mounted in Canada balsam and 
examined with a power of about 200 linear it becomes 
a remarkably interesting object, abounding in strikingly 
characteristic organs. The dermal membrane is so 
thin and pellucid that it can only be recognised by the 
small specks of extraneous matters adherent to its 
surface, and neither oscula nor pores can be detected. 
The minute hispidation of the surface can only be 
perceived in portions of the sponge when mounted in 
Canada balsam ; it is produced by the passage of small 
portions of the distal extremities of the internal 
defensive spicula through the dermal membrane. 

** The skeleton fasciculi are clearly unequally distri- 
buted through its substance ; in some cases they are 
grouped together rather numerously, while in others 
they occur singly, or two or three of them are closely 
adjoining each other ; and occasionally single spicula 
are irregularly dispersed. The fasciculi are composed of 
very slender acuate spicula, each fasciculus containing 
a considerable number of them closely disposed in 
paj*allel lines; but although thus slender they are 
tindoubtedly the legitimate representatives of the 

VOL. IV. 5 
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fasciculated skeleton of a true Eymedesmia ; while the 
dispersed, large, basally spined, attenuated acuate ones, 
from their prostrate mode of disposition, form a strong 
auxiliary skeleton destined to compensate the slender 
and fragile structures of the true skeleton fasciculi, 
and as well to aid and assist in the preservation of the 
sponge, as defensive organs, in addition to the true 
internal defensive spicules of the sponge. 

"From the extreme tenuity of the true skeleton 
spicula they might readily, and especially the dispersed 
ones, be mistaken for tension spicula, and especially so 
when compared with the numerous and comparatively 
gigantic auxiliary basally spined, attenuato-acuate ones, 
which are distributed rather numerously amongst 
them. 

" The disparity existing between the two portions of 
the skeleton structures is very remarkable. One of 
the normal skeleton spicula of the fasciculi was j^ 
inch in length, and its greatest diameter measured only 
^ {^006 of an inch ; while the length of one of the large 
attenuato-acuate, basally spined spicula was -^ inch, 
and at its greatest diameter near the base it was -^^ 
inch. 

'^ The attenuate, entirely spined, acuate, internal 
defensive spicula are all projected from the basal 
membrane at about right angles to its plane, and their 
apices frequently pass through the dermal membrane, 
thus performing the double office of internal, and to a 
certain extent external defences. We may, therefore, 
estimate the thickness of the sponge as about equivalent 
to the average length of these organs, one of the largest 
of which measured -aJx i^^ch in length. 

'* The retentive spicula are also very characteristic of 
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the species. The hxrge bidentate equi-anchorate ones 
are larger and stouter in their proportions than is usual 
with this form of spiculum. A fuUy developed one 
measured ^^ inch in length, and its shaft was 97$^ 
inch in diameter. They are rather sparingly dispersed 
on the surface of the basal membrane, to which they 
are usually attached by the middle of the curved shaft. 
Occasionally but rarely a tridentate one occurs, but 
this form is the exception and not the rule. • They vary 
to a considerable degree in size, form, and in the 
completeness of the development of their anchorate 
terminations. 

*' The minute, bidentate, anchorate spicula are very 
few in number and extremely minute; one of them 
measured only -g^feo ^^^^ ^^ length. They are usually 
completely immersed in the sarcode and are very indis- 
tinctly seen. 

'* This species is readily separable from Hymedesmia 
pansa or pulchella^ its nearest known allies, by the 
striking differences in the forms of the bidentate, equi- 
anchorate spicula ; which in this species greatly exceed 
in size and stoutness, as well as differ in form from, 
those of either of the above-named species, and also 
by the possession of the exceedingly minute equi- 
anchorate spicula intermixed sparingly with the larger 
ones. In other respects also it differs in its structures, 
but in a less striking manner from those of E. pansa 
and pulcJiella.** 



9. Hymedesmia stellata, Bow., ii, 150 ; iii, PU 
XXVm, figs. 5—8. 

1867 Timea rielhUa, Qtbj. Froc. Zool. Soo., p. 544. 
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10. Hymedbsmia simplioissima, Bow.^ Ill, 253 ; PI, 
LXXX, fig. 1. 



11. Ht3iedesmia tbnuicula, Boio.^ n. sp., iv, PI. I, fig. 5. 

" Sponge coating, very thin. Surface even, smooth. 
Oscula simple, minute, dispersed. Pores inconspi- 
cuous. Skeleton fasciculi variable, flat; spicula few 
or very numerous in each, bases and apices coinci- 
dent, attenuato-spinulate, long, slender, minute, 
variable in size. 

" Colour. — ^Alive, deep blue ; in spirit, light blue. 

^^ Habitat. — Roundstone Bay, Connemara, Ireland; 
Rev. A. M. Norman, 

" Examined. — From spirit. 

*' Among the specimens of Irish sponges that I re- 
ceived for examination from the Rev. A. M. Norman 
there were two small fragments of granite, the largest 
being seven lines in length by four lines in breadth, 
and the smaller one being not half the size of the 
largest. On each of these there were minute patches 
of a dull, pale blue colour as taken from the spirit, but 
which, from the label on the bottle, were of a deep 
blue colour when alive. The thickness of the sponge 
does not exceed that of a sheet of writing paper. 
When a portion of the sponge was mounted for 
microscopical examination with a power of 100 linear^ 
scarcely any of the spicula were visible amidst the 
sarcode, which presented a strongly gelatinous appear- 
a^pce in the water; but when mounted in Canada 
balsam they became completely visible. The struc- 
tures of the sponge are very simple; one form of 
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spiculum only being presenti the long, slender, 
attenuato-spinulate. They are very minute, requiring 
a power of about 200 linear to render their propor- 
tions distinctly to the eye. They vary to a very 
considerable extent in their length and diameter. 
Two fully developed ones measured as follows : — The 
longest was j^ inch in length and its greatest 
diameter was ^gSrs ^^^ i ^^® shortest -g^ inch in lengthy 
but its greatest diameter exceeded that of the longest 
one, being T^tT iiich. Both these spicula were more 
than twice the diameter of many of the other spicula 
around them. 

" The disposition of the skeleton fasciculi is very 
irregular, and the number of spicula contained in each 
exceedingly variable. In some portions of the sponge 
they consist of large flat bundles loosely congregated, 
while in others they are much more compact, and in 
many cases they are formed of but two or three 
spicula; the bases and apices of the spicula forming 
each fasciculus are almost always coincident. 

" There is no other known species of the genus 
Hymedesmia with which this one is liable to be 
confounded. 

*'Mr. Norman states that *this species occurs in 
Roundstone Bay, Galway, in small patches on the 
under side of stones at extreme low water. Its colour 
is a brilliant deep blue. It has long been known to 
me by sight on other parts of the coast, and I have 
often preserved it by drying the specimens, which 
shrivelled up to nothing.' 

*' On examining some old stores of specimens sent to 
me in May, 1866, by my highly esteemed friend Mr. 
C. W. Peach too late for publication in vol. ii, I found 
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a small slab of dark-coloured slate, two inches long 
by one and a half inch wide, with twenty-two small, 
very thin patches of a light grey-coloured sponge 
scattered over the Burface. The greater portion of 
them were of a nearly circular form, varying in size 
from one or two lines in diameter to the largest four 
lines in diameter. On mounting portions of some of 
the largest of them in Canada balsam they all proved 
to be specimens of Hymedesmia tenuicula, agreeing in 
all their structural characters with those of the type- 
specimen. My friend Mr. Peach states the locality of 
the specimens sent to me to be Wick, Scotland." 

12. Hymedesmia Zetlandioa, Bow.j ii, 152; iii, PL 
XXIX, figs. 1—7. 

1867 Hymedeamia ZeiUmdica, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc.i p. 537. 



Genus 19. — Hymbniaoidon, Botc.^ i, 191 ; ii, 154. 

1. Hymeniaoidon albescens (Johnston), ii, 161; iii, 
PI. XXXI, figs. 6—10. 

1867 Beniera albescens, Qray. Froc. Zool. Soc, p. 518. 
1870 Amorphina albescens, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 

" On the 21st of September, 1874, 1 received from 
my friend Mr. Higgin a specimen of Hymeniacidon 
albescens from the shore near Holyhead for examina- 
tion. It was found pendent on the under sides of 
stones on the beach near low-water mark. It was, as 
nearly as possible, of the same size as the one repre- 
sented by fig. 9, Plate XXXI, from Torbay, audit agreed 
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with it in its structural peculiarities in every part of 
the sponge." 



2. Htmeniaoidon TnoMASit, Bow., ii, 155 ; [^iir, PI. 
XXX, figs. 1—3 

18d7 BenUra Thama$ii, Gray. Froc. ZooL Soc., p. 518. 
1870 Amorphiiia Thomasii, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb.» 
p. 76. 

" I received a small specimen of Nullipora poly- 
morpha from the Rev. A. M. Norman, about one inch 
in length, amid the short branches of which a small 
mass, rather exceeding half an inch in diameter, of a 
sponge of a dull ochreous yellow colour, was immersed. 
On a microscopical examination, this proved to be 
Hymeniacidon Thomasii^ but bearing not the slightest 
resemblance in form or external characters to the 
type specimen described in volii, p. 155, and figured in 
Vol. Ill, Plate XXX, fig. 1, *Mon. Brit. Spongiadaa.* 
Although so small a specimen, the anatomical cha- 
racters were as fully developed as in the type specimen. 
It would appear that this species is of rare occurrence, 
as this is the only other specimen I have seen, except- 
ing the type. The small specimen described above 
was dredged in Westport Bay, Ireland, in five fathoms, 
by the Rev. A. M. Norman." 
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3. Hymeniacidon coccineus, Bow., ir, 156; in, 353, 
PI. XXX, figs. 4—6. 

1861 Ealichondria coecinea, Bowerbank. List Brit. Marine 

Inyert. Fauna (Brit. A8Soc.)» p- 69. 
1867 Beniera coecinea, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc, p. 518. 
1870 Amorphina coecinea, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. G^b., 

p. 76. 

Habitat. — A small, massive specimen, rather more 
than half an inch measured every way, was dredged off 
the Durham Coast in 20 — 35 fathoms (N). 



4. Hymeniaoidon laoteus, Bow.j II, 163 ; in, 82, PI. 
XXXII, figs. 9, 10. 

1867 Beniera lactea^ Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 518. 

1870 Amorphina Utciea, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 76. 

Habitat. — " Guliot caves, Sark. Mr. Hughes " 
(J. S. B.). 



5. Hymeniacidon peraematus, Bow., n, 164; in, PI. 
XXXI, figs. 11-16. 

1867 Anehinoe perarmaia, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 535. 
1870 Desmacidon perarmatus, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 



6. Hymeniacidon membbana. Bow., ii, 165; in, PI. 
XXXII, figs. 11, 12. 

1867 Beniera membrana, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 518. 
1870 Amorphina memhranOf Schmidt. Spong. AUant. Geb., 
p. 76. 
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7. Hymeniaoidon fiemus, Bow.f in, 186 ; PL LXXII, 
figs. 1, 2. 

Habitat — Among Dr. Bowerbank's notes is — " I 
received a very few small fragments of this sponge 
for examination from the Rev. A. M. Norman, labelled 
* Yellow, Westport Bay.' The microscopical sections 
were in all respects identical with those of the type 
specimen." 



8. Hymeniaoidon placentula, J?o«?., hi, 189, 353;. PL 
LXXII, figs. 5—9. 



9. Hymeniaoidon abmigeb, Sow., n. sp., iv, PI. IV, figs. 
10—17. 

** Sponge coating, thin. Surface smooth and even. 
Oscula simple, minute. Pores inconspicuous. Dermal 
membrane pellucid, abundantly spiculous ; tension 
and defensive spicula attenuato-acuate, entirely spin- 
ous, irregularly dispersed, variable in size ; retentive 
spicula bidentate or tridentate, equi-anchorate, veiy 
minute, rather numerous. Skeleton — spicula fusi- 
formi-acerate, numerous, small, and rather short; 
internal defensive spicula same as those of the dermis, 
few in number ; retentive spicula same as those of the 
dermis, not numerous. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, cream- white. 

*' Habitat. — Roundstone Bay, Ireland; Rev. A. M. 
Norman. 

" E'Vamined. — In the dried state. 
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" This sponge is entangled amid the branches of a 
small specimen of Nullipora polymorpha^ coating them 
rather thinly. Its organic structures are very remark- 
able, and afford very distinct and striking specific 
characters, especially those of the dermis. The 
dermal membrane is very pellucid, and is crowded 
with the stout, entirely spined tension and defensive 
spicula; they are all prostrate, thus assuming the 
character of tension spicula, but their forms and 
abundant spination render them equally available as 
defensive organs ; the mode of their disposition has no 
approximation to order, and I could not detect any 
of them projected at an angle from the membrane on 
which they are disposed. The retentive spicula are 
very minute, but rather numerous, especially in those 
spaces least furnished with the defensive spicula. The 
armature of this sponge against either its large or its 
minute foes is very complete. The largest of two of 
the bidentate equi-anchorate, retentive spicula mea- 
sured tkW ^c^ loi^gj ^^ smallest was tt^ inch, the 
average length of three was y^jif inch, and they 
require a power of about 500 linear to render them 
distinctly to the eye. The skeleton structure is rather 
open and cavernous, and the membranes are abun- 
dantly furnished with their fusiformi-acerate spicula 
amid which the attenuato-acuate, entirely spined 
defensive spicula are present in some parts rather 
sparingly, while in other parts they are more abundant. 
The minute anchorate, retentive spicula are also rather 
sparingly disposed on the surfaces of the skeleton 
membranes. 

'* Insignificant as this sponge appears to the imas- 
sisted eye, it is, by the striking peculiarities of its 
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structure, a remarkably well-cliaracterised specieSi and 
cannot well be mistaken for any other nearly allied 
British sponge with which we are at present ac» 
quainted/' 



10. Hymbniaoidon Bebttii, Bow.i ii, 158; iii, PL 
XXX, figs. 7—9. 

1867 Beniera BreUii, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soo., p. 518. 

1870 Amorphina BreUii, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Qeb., p. 76. 

Habitat — Dredged in Saints Bay, Guernsey, 1865 
(N.). 



11. Htmeniacidon fbaqilis, £ow., II, 159; iii, PI. 
XXX, figs. 10—12. 

1867 Beniera fragilU, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc, p. 518. 

1870 Amorphina fragilia, Schmidt, Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 76. 



12. Htmeniacidon eetioulatus, .Boit?., ii, 1 59 ; iii, 77, 
PI. XXXI, figs. 1—3. 

1867 Beniera reticulata. Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc., p. 518. 
1870 Amorphina reticulaia, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 

Habitat. — Strangford Lough (N.). 



13. Hymbniaoidon fallaoiosus. Bow., ii, 160 ; in, 78, 
PI. XXXI, figs. 4, 5.; 

1867 Beniera faXladoea, Gray. Froc. Zool. Sod p. 518. 
1870 Amorphina falladoaa, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb.» 
p. 76. 
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Habitat. — ^A curiously formed specimen has been 
found by me in Westport Bay. It is located on an 
old valve of Pecten vaHus^ and has apparently thrown 
a coating over a fair-sized piece of Nullipara polymor- 
phay filling up the interstices of and covering over the 
NuUipore, and attaching it by its own structures to the 
shell on which it rests. The entire size of the sponge 
is one and a half inch long, one and a quarter broad, 
and not quite an inch high (N.). 



14. Hymeniaoidon tegeticula, Bow., hi, 216, PL 
LXXIV, figs. 16, 17. 



15. Hymeniaoidon solidus, Bow., n. sp., iv, PI. Ill, figs. 
4—7. 

" Sponge basally massive, developing upward into a 
thick stout virgultose branch ; surface even, smooth. 
Oscula simple, depressed. Pores inconspicuous. 
Dermis abundantly spiculous, reticulated irregularly, 
and bi- or trispiculous ; spicula subfusif ormi-acerate, 
long, and stout. Skeleton open and diffuse, abun- 
dantly spiculous; spicula acerate or subfusif ormi-ace- 
rate, a few large and stout like those of the dermis, the 
greater portion long and slender. 

** Colour. — Dried state, dark brown. 

" Habitat. — ^Westport Bay, Ireland, 5 fathoms ; Rev. 
A. M. Norman. 

•* Examined. — In the dried state. 

'* The irregularly-shaped basal mass of this sponge is 
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two inches in length, one in breadth, and one in height, 
and incorporated in it are several small pebbles, 
and a small branching specimen of Nullipora poly^ 
morpha. From about the middle of the mass there 
rises an irregular stick-like branch three inches in 
height, rather exceeding half an inch in diameter. The 
surface is slightly corrugated in its present condition, 
but this is evidently the result of drying. The oscula 
are small and not very readily detected, excepting a 
few rather larger than the rest, upon the basal por- 
tion of the sponge. The most striking distinctive 
characters are those of the dermis, the form and 
mode of the reticulation of which differs essentially 
from that of its nearest allies. The rete is very 
irregular, and the areas very angular in consequence 
of its being constructed of numerous fasciculi of rather 
large and long spicula, which vary in number from two 
to four or five in each fasciculus ; and also from the 
fasciculi being disposed on the membrane in a very 
irregular manner, crossing each other at a variety of 
angles ; the spicula, unlike those of the skeleton, are 
all large and uniform in size, while those of the skeleton- 
tissues are very variable in their diameters, and very 
few of them equal in size and robustness to those of 
the dermis. 

" The only two known British species with which this 
sponge might possibly be confounded are Hymenia- 
cidon reticulatvs and H. tegeticula. The dermal mem- 
brane of H. reticulatus differs considerably from that 
of J?. solidus^ inasmuch as it is more regularly reticu- 
lated ; the rete is stronger and multispiculous, and the 
areas more regularly produced; and the spicula, 
although of the same form as those of H. solidtis, are 
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very little more than half their size. The colours and 
mode of growth of the two sponges also diflfer to a 
very considerable extent. 

" There are similar differences existing between the 
sponge in course of description and H. tegeticula^ in 
which the skeleton spicula are much shorter than those 
of H. solidus^ and exhibit none of the marked inequali- 
ties of size and diameter that are so characteristic of 
that species, but, on the contrary, are very equable in 
size and proportions. In the dermal membrane the two 
species differ also to a very considerable extent. In 
H. tegeticula the dermal spicula are more or less felted 
together, instead of presenting a well-defined but irre- 
gular reticulation. The colour and mode of growth 
are also strikingly different from those of II. solidus. 
If any doubts remain regarding the discrimination of 
the three species, the comparative measurements of 
their spicula will readily determine the question. 
Thus the large spicula of H. solidus measure -^ inch 
in length, and have their greatest diameter •gig'aro ^oh. 
H. reticulatus has its largest spicula ^ inch in length, 
and the greatest diameter -^^sq inch. H. tegeticula has 
its largest spicula -^ inch in length, and their greatest 
diameter -gVos inch, 

" I have since the above description was written re- 
ceived another specimen of this from Mr. Norman, 
which differs in its external characters from the type. 
It is a small, irregularly shaped mass an inch and 
a half in length, embracing a small fragment of 
stone, from which it does not project itself as the type- 
specimen does. It also differs in colour, being nearly 
cream- white. Anatomically it agrees perfectly with 
the type-specimen." 
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16, Hymeniaoidon peblevis (Montagu), it, 179; iii, 
PI. XXXIV, figs. 1, 2. 

1867 Beniera perltsvis, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc., p. 518. 

Habitat. — Bantry Bay (N.). 



17. Htmeniaoidon pachtdbbma, Bow.y ii, 184; in, 
PI. XXXIV, figs. 10, 11. 

1867 Eenxeraj^achyderma^QtrKj. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 518. 



18. Hymbniaoidok obustula. Bow., ii, 185; iii, PI. 
XXXIV, figs. 3—6. 

1867 Eeniera erastula. Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 518. 



19. Hymeniaoidon Hillieei, Bow.,n. 8p.,iv, PI. Ill, figs. 
1—3. 

'' Sponge massive, sessile. Surface smooth and even. 
Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. Der- 
mal membrane aspiculous. Skeleton dense, abun- 
dantly spiculous. Spicula acuate, rarely subspinulate ; 
closely felted together in all parts of the sponge. 
Sarcode at the surface nearly black, opaque; inter- 
nally light coloured and semi-transparent. 

*' Colour. — In the living state, dark brown, nearly 
black. In the dried state, dark nut brown. 

^^ Habitat. — On oyster shells from the Ridge off 
Dover ; James F. Hillier, Esq., of Ramsgate. 
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'* Examined. — Fresh from the sea. 

** The external aspect of this sponge is so like that of 
Battersbyia Buchlandi^ being of the same dark colour, 
and of a similar degree of solidity, that it may readily be 
mistaken for that sponge by a superficial observer, but 
the slightest attempt at a microscopical examination of 
its structural characters will at once distinguish it from 
that species. The oscula were all closed, but the 
position of several of them, by the aid of a lens of two 
inches' focus, was apparent from the small depressed 
areas on the dermal surface. The characters of the 
dermal membrane are not readily to be determined, as it 
is closely adherent to the dense compUcated mass of the 
spicula of the skeleton beneath it, but in the few spots 
where its structure was apparent I could not detect 
the sUghtest traces of characteristic dermal spicula or 
of any especial arrangement of the forms common to 
the whole mass of the sponge. 

*'The skeleton spicula are closely felted together 
without the slightest approximation to arrangement at 
any part of the sponge, and it is only at a few internal 
cavities that the interstitial membranes are visible, and 
they, like the dermal one, are aspiculous. The colour 
of the sarcode is very nearly black at both its upper 
and basal surfaces when the sponge is fresh and in a wet 
condition. When a section at right angles to the sur- 
face is mounted in Canada balsam and viewed by trans- 
mitted light with a power of about 100 Unear, the 
colour and opacity is seen to gradually decrease until 
the internal portions of the structures are pale in colour 
and transparent. The greater portion of the skeleton 
spicula are purely acuate in form, but a few of them 
exhibit more or less of a tendency to spinulation. 
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They vary to some extent in diameter and length. 
One of the largest measured -^ inch in length, and one 
of the smallest y^ inch in length, but by far the 
greater portion of them are of intermediate lengths. 

'^I have named this interesting species after my friend 
Mr. Hillier, of Bamsgate, an ardent and successful 
student of the British sponges and other branches of 
marine natural history, to whom I am indebted for 
my knowledge of the species and for other similar 
interesting specimens.'' 



20. Hymbniaoidon cabunoula, Bow.^ ii, 166; in, PI. 
XXXn, figs. 



1867 Beniera earwMuLa^ Gray. Froo. Zool. Soo. p. 518. 
1870 Amorphvna earuncula, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 76. 

Hdbitat. — On rocks between tide-marks, Westport 
Bay, 1874. This is one of the regular tide-mark 
sponges of our southern and western coasts (N.)- 



21. Htmeniacidon sanquineus {Orant)^ ii, 168; in, 
81, PI. XXXII, figs. 5—8. 

1867 Beniera BonguimM, Gray. Froo. Zool. Soo., p. 518. 
1867 Amarphina Banguinea, Sohmidt. Spong. Atlant. Qeh., 
p. 76. 

HMtat. — On rocks, low water, Westport Bay. This 
is another littoral species, very generally diffused, 
though apparently more common in the south (N.). 

<< Among some specimens of sponges collected in 
the Quliot Caves at Sark by Mr. Hughes, of Birming- 

VOL. IV. 6 
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ham, and sent to me for examination I found a 
specimen of S. ianguinevs partially covering a small 
mass of Halichondria panicea. The combined mass 
was about two inches in length and rather exceeding 

localities on the coasts of Scotland and Ireland, but this 
is the first time I believe that it has been taken so far 
southward as the Channel Islands." 



22, Hymbniacidon mammeatus, Bow.^ it, 170; in, 83, 
PI. XXXm, figs. 1—4. 

1867 ' Beniera mammeata. Gray. Pi-oc. ZooL Soo., p. 518. 

EoMtat. — Shetland, 1858; Westport and Round- 
stone Bay, Ireland, 1874 (N.). 

*' I received from the Rev. Mr. Norman two speci- 
mens of this species. One from Roundstone Bay, three 
inches in length, one and a half in breadth, and about 
half an inch in thickness. This specimen agrees in 
all its characters with the type. The second speci- 
men was from Westport Bay. It was an irregularly 
oval mass, the greatest length not exceeding eight 
lines. Anatomically it was identical with the type 
specimen and the larger one described above, but in 
form and surface it differed widely from both of them, 
there being scarcely an indication of the remark- 
able mammiform organs that are so characteristic 
of the mature specimens, and the colour instead of 
being nut-brown was nearly cream-white.'* 
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23. HtMENUOiDON coNSiMius, Bow.^ u, 172; m, PI. 
XXXIII, figs. 5, 6. 

1867 Beniera contimUU, Gray. Froo. ZooL Soo., p. 518. 
1870 Amorphina eonnmUia, Sclimidt Spong. AUant. Geb., 
p. 76. 

Habitat. — I have found this species in a second 
locality, Westport Bay, Co. Mayo; the specimen is 
very like in its general characters to the types from 
the Channel Islands (N.). 



24. Htmeniaoido^ maoilentus, Bow.^ ii, 176 ; iiii PL 
XXXm, figs. 7-13. 

1867 Carmia maeilenia^ Gray. Proc. ZooL Soa, p. 587. 

1870 Detmaeidon maeUmUua, Sohmidt. Spong. AUant. Geb. 

p. 76. 

1871 Carmia maciUnia, Carter. Ann. Nat Hist., aer. 4» 

vol. yiit p. 276, pi. xzii, fig. 8 a— d. 

Habitat. — Carter finds this species on the South- 
Devon Coast, and has also met with a small fragment, 
not larger than a pin's head, from the West IndieSi 
and of which he figures the spicules (I.e.). 



25. Hymbniaoidon pallax, Bow., ii^ 177; iii, PI. 
XXXIII, figs. 15—18. 

1861 HaUchondria faUamt Bowerbaak. List. Brit Mar. 

Invert. Fauna (Brit. Ajuoo.), p. 69. 
1867 > BemerafaUam, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soa. p. 518. 



26. Hymbnuoidon viegultostjs (Johnston), ii, 193; 
III, PI. XXXV, figs. 1— &• 

1867 Bmimi virgvUoaa^ QiBj. Proo. ZooL Soa. p. 818. 
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27. Hymbniaoidon EADiosus, jBow;., Ill, 187 ; PI. LXXIT, 
figs. 3| 4. 



28. Hymbniacidon mbdius, Bow.^ hi, 291 ; PI. LXXXV, 
figs. 11—13. 

*^ Among the specimens of sponges received for 
examination from the Rev. A. M. Norman, were two 
specimens of this species. One from Westport Bay was 
about two inches in diameter and five lines at greatest 
thickness. The colour of this specimen was darker 
than that of the type. The second specimen was from 
Roundstone Bay, Gktlway. Its form was eccentric, a 
small mass from which two small lobes, each about 
three lines in diameter, were projected in opposite 
directions for nearly an inch in length. The colour of 
this specimen was like that of the type. Both speci- 
mens agreed in every respect with the structural pecu- 
liarities of the type." 



29. Hymbniacidon Aldousii, Bow.^ hi, 347 ; PI. XCII, 
figs. 9—11. 



30. Hymbniacidon viegulatus, Bow.^ n. sp., iv, PI. IV, 
figs. 4, 5. 

1875 Hymemacidon virgviatus, Bowerbank. Brit. Assoc. 
Report, 1876 (1876), p. 199. 

" Sponge virgultose, slender. Surfoce smooth. Os- 
cula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. Dermis 
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abundantly spiculous; spicula acuate, slender, same 
size as those of the skeleton, dispersed. Skeleton 
rather open and cavernous, abundantly spiculous; 
spicula acuate, long, and slender. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, cream-white. 

'* Habitat. — Coast of Durham, in 20 to 35 fathoms ; 
fiey. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

*^ I received a single specimen of this sponge from 
my friend the Rev. A. M. NormaUt It slightly exceeds 
one inch in height, and its diameter averages about 
two lines ; there is no natural base to it, so that its 
height may have been greater than it is at present. 
The structure of the sponge is very simple ; there is 
but one form of spiculum, a slender and rather long 
acuate, which is of the same size and proportions 
in both dermis and skeleton membranes, and in both 
they appear to be about equally numerous. In the 
form and size of the spicula and in their mode of 
disposition in the sponge this species closely ap- 
proaches Hymeniacidon medius^ but the skeleton 
spicula do not appear to be at all subfusif orm as in the 
last-named species. It differs also in its colour, and 
especially so in its external form.'' 



31. Hymeniacidon vaeuns, Bow.^ ii, 174 ; in, PI. 
XXXIII, fig. 14. PL XLV, figs. 32—34. 

1861 Haliehondria varianHa, Bowerbank. List Brit. Marine 

Invert. Fauna (Brit. Assoc.), p. 69. 
1867 Aayehua variantia, Gray. Froo. ZooL Soo., p. 539. 
1870 Desmaeichn varians, Sclimidt. Spong. Atlaat Oeb., 

p. 76. 
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82. HTMBNiAonx)N VIBIDAN8, Bow.^ II, 178 J III, 85; 
PL XXXTT, figs, 19—22. 

1867 BmUera viridana, Qny. Proc. ZooL Soc.« p. 518. 

HabUat. — ^Found by Mr. Peach in Shetland in 1864 
{fide Bowerbank in litt. ad A. M. N). 



83. HiMBNUOiDON AiTBEus {Montogu)^ II, 181 J III, 88. 
PL XXXIV, figs. 7—9. 

1807 Bmiera aurtto, Oray. Ftoo. 2joo1. 8oc.> p. 518. 

1870 AmorphiiM aurea, Sohmidt. Sposg. Atlant. 6eb., p. 76. 

Habitat — Between tide marks Tobermory, Isle of 
Mull (N.)* 



84. Htmbniacidon abhatubus, Bow.^ n, 188; m, PL 
XXXIV, figs. 12—15. 

1867 Smi^ra annaiura. Gray. Ftoc. ZooL Soc., p. 518. 



85. Htmeniacipon. oallosus. Bow. n. sp., iv, PL IV, 
figs. 6 — 9. 

** Sponge massive, unattached. Surface coriaceous, 
minutely hispid and slightly rugose. Oscula and pores 
inconspicuous. Dennis slightly coriaceous; abun- 
dantly spiculous, spicula acuate, arranged in a dense 
closely constructed network ; rete rough, stout, and 
bristling with defensive spicula; areas small and 
irregular. Skeleton spicula acuate, numerous, rather 
larger than those of the dermis. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, light fawn-yellow. 
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^Hahitat. — Westport Bay, Co. MayOi Ireland, at low 
tides ; Ber. A. M. Norman. 

" Hxamined. — ^In the dried state. 

" I received two small specimens of this sponge for 
examination from my friend the Bey. A. M. Norman. 
The largest of the two did not exceed an inch in length 
by half an inch in breadth^ and the smallest one was half 
an inch in diameter. On neither of them was there 
any mark of having been attached to any base ; the 
appearance of the surface in both was that of dirty, 
slightly corrugated kid-glove leather of a fawn-yellow 
colour, and to the unassisted eye the surface appeared 
smooth, but minutely wrinkled. When a section of 
the sponge at right angles to its surface moimted in 
Canada balsam is viewed beneath the microscope, the 
aspect is very different ; the surface is then seen 
bristling with a dense stratum of acuate spicula 
disposed at about right angles to the surface. When 
a small portion of the dermis is submitted to examina- 
tion in Canada balsam with a power of 100 linear, it is 
seen to be furnished with a coarsely formed dermal 
network, the rete of which has almost as great a 
diameter as that of the areas of the network^ and from 
the outer surface of this reticulate structure the 
abundant crop of external defensive spicula are pro- 
jected ; these spicula and those of the network are all of 
the same form and size, as nearly as possible, and purely 
acuate. 

" The skeleton does not present any especial specific 
characters; it is abundantly supplied with acuate 
spicula, very similar in size and form to those of the 
dermis, and no other form of spiculum is found in the 
structiures of this sponge ; but it is satisfactory that 
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the striking peculiarities of the dermal system renders 
it readily distinguishable from any other known 
British species of Hymeniacidon." 



36. Htmbniaoidon plumiger, Bow, hi, 191 ; PL 
LXXn, figs. 10—12, 



37. Hymeniaoidon subereus (Montagu), ii, 200; in, 
PI. XXXVI, figs. 



1861 Salina auberea, Bowerbank. List Brit. Marine IhTert. 

Fauna (Brit AssooOt p« 70. 

1862 SuberUes domuncida, Schmidt. Spong. Adriat. Meeres, 

p. 67. 
1867 BuberUes auherea, Gray. Proa ZooL Soc, p. 523. 
1870 SuberUeB domuncula, Schmidt. Spong. AUant. Oeb.^ 

p. 76. 



38. Hymeniaoidon carnosus {Johnston), ii, 203 ; in, 
PL XXXVI, figs. 5—9. 

1861 MaUna camosa^ Bowerbank. List Brit Marine Invert. 

Fauna (Brit A880C.)i p. 70. 
1867 SviberiieB eofmoBo^ Gray. Ftt>c. ZooL Soc, p. 523. 
1870 Bijibentei camoBo^ Schmidt Spong. Atlant Geb., p. 76. 

Habitat. — Birterbuy Bay, abundant on shells of 
Pecten maximus, Turritella terebra, Lutraria oblonga, 
and other species (N.)* 



39. Hymeniaoidon gelatinosus, Bow.^ ii, 222 ; in, PL 
XXXVin, figs. 7, 8. 

1867 SuherUes gelatino$a, Gray. PixK}. ZooL Soc, p. 523. 

Habitat. — The locality of the type-specimen is 
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wrongly given (ii, 222) as "Dourie Voe, Shetland;" I 
found it between tide-marks at Gullercoats, Northum- 
berland. The mistake probably arose from the cir- 
cumstances that at the time this species was sent to 
Dr. Bowerbank to examine, there were also sent speci- 
mens of Hymeniacidon camosus which were from 
Dourie Voe (N.). 



40. Hymbiniacidon poliatus, Bow.^ hi, 182 j PI. 
LXXI, figs. 1, 2. 



41. Hymenucidon pious {Johnston)^ ii, 206; iii, PL 
XXXVI, figs. 10-17. 

1861 Halina fiem^ Bowerbank. List Brit. Marine Invert. 

Fauna (Brit. Assoc.), p. 70. 
1867 FictdinafieuB, Gray. Froo. Zool. Soc., p. 523. 
1870 SuberUtM fieus, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 76. 

Habitat. — CoraUine Zone, Durham coasti abundant ; 
Shetland abundant ; on a pebble between tide-marks, 
Oban J Westport, Co. Mayo (N.). 



42. Hymeniacidon sttlfhureus {Bean)^ ii, 208; iii, 
PI. XXXVII, figs. 1—3. 

1867 BvherUea tulphwrea, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, p. 523. 
1870 BvherUea eulphtirta, Schmidt. Spozig. AUant Gkb., p. 76. 

Habitat. — A small specimen encrusting the shell of 
Turritella terebra^ dredged at Roundstone Bay, (Jalway. 
This sponge retains its sulphur-yellow colour a long 
time after preservation^ though it, like almost all 
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colours in sponge, gradually fades out and leaves the 
sponge wliite (KT.). 

" On the 29th June, 1875, Mr. Hfflier, of Ramsgate, 
sent me a specimen of Filustra ehartaeea from Fegwell 
Bay, the lower part of the stems of which were thinly 
coated by H. sulphureus for rather more than half an 
inch in height '' (J. S. B.). 



43. Htmbnuoidon oelatus {Or ant), ii, 212 ; in, PL 
XXXVIII, figs. 5, 6. 

1867 Cliona eelaia, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc.» p. 525. 
1870 Vioa cdata, Sclimidt. Spong. Atlaut. Geb., p. 76. 



44. Hymbniaoidon olavigeb, Bow.^ ii, 211 ; iii, PI. 
XXXVn, figs. 20—22. 

1867 Bviberiiea cUnigera, Graj. Froc. Zool. Soo., p. 523. 



45. Htmebiaoidon tenebbosus, Bow.^ n. sp., iv, Plate 
XV, figs. 1—5. 

*' Sponge coating, thin. Surface even, smooth. 
Oscula and pores inconspicuous. Dermal membrane 
abundantly spiculous; spicula dispersed, ovo-spinu- 
late, long, but rather shorter than those of the skeleton. 
Skeleton abundantly spiculous ; spicula ovo-spinulate, 
long, and rather slender. Sarcode abundant, dense, 
dark amber-coloured. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, nut-brown. 

" Habitat. — Birterbuy Bay, Galway, Ireland ; West- 
port Bay tide marks ; Rev. A. M. Norman. 
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" Examined. — ^In the dried state. 

*' I receiyed from my friend the Bey. A* M. Normaa 
fiye specimens of this insignificant-looking sponge ; 
two of them from Westport Bay were so embedded in 
the cayities of smaU rough and rugged fragments of 
portions of a basaltic rock as to be quite unfit for 
dehneation ; another broken specimen was embedded 
amid . small fragments of Nidlipora polymorpha from 
Birterbuy Bay. Some of these specimens exhibited the 
oscula well ; they were small and simple and irregularly 
dispersed ; none of them exceeded a line in diameter. 
The remaining two specimens are those represented 
in Plate XV, figs. 1 and 2. The one represented by 
Kg. 1 was dredged by Mr. Norman in Birterbuy Bay. 
The sponge is on the margin of a fragment of an 
old biyalye shell which on its other side has seyeral 
small specimens of Isodictya MacAndrewii. The speci- 
men represented by Fig. 2 was presented by Mr. 
Robertson to Mr. Norman, to whom he stated that 
it was collected by the late Dr. Scouler, but from what 
locality was unknown. This specimen also is on a 
fragment of an old shell. It is exceedingly hke the 
type represented by Fig. 1 both in its external and 
anatomical structures ; seyeral oscula in a closed con- 
dition are apparent on this specimen by the aid of a 
lens of two inches' focus. 

** Each of the figured specimens consists of a small 
dull-brown patch of an irregular form about three- 
fourths of an inch in diameter, and not exceeding an 
eighth of an inch in thickness. Its anatomical struc* 
ture is exceedingly simple. Its spicula are all of nearly 
the same size and form, but yarying to a slight extent 
in their diameter ; and if it were not for their unusual 
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OYO-spinulate form its discrimination would have been 
somewhat difficult. The basal terminations of all the 
fully developed spicula are all purely ovoid, the smallest 
end being the distal portion ; and this unusual form of 
the basal mass prevails equally in the spicula of the 
dermal membrane and in those of the skeleton tissues. 
The shafts of the spicula are rather long, and rarely 
exhibit even the slightest tendency to f usiformity. 

** There is no known British sponge with which this 
species is likely to be confounded." 



46. Htmeniacidon subolavatus, Bow., h, 209 ; iii, PI. 
XXXVII, figs. 9—13. 

1870 Etperia suhdavaia, Schmidt. Spong. Atiant, Geb., p. 76. 



47. Hymeniacidon paupertas, Bow.^ ii, 223; iii, PL 
XXXVII, figs 4-8. 

1870 Desmacidon pavpertasy Sclimidt. Sposg. AUant. Geb., 
p. 76. 



48. Htmeniacidon Dujaedinii {Johnston)^ ii, 224; iii, 
PL XXXVIII, figs. 1—4. 

1867 Hdlisarea Ih^ardinii, Qraj. Froc. Zool. Soc., p. 520. 

Habitat. — On Pecten opercularis and Anomia ephip- 
pium in the Minch, 1866 (N.). 
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Qenvs 20, — ^Battbbsbtia, Bow.^ hi, 347. 
Battbesbyia Buoklandi, Bow. 

1861 Halina Bucklandi, Bov. List Brit. Marine Invert. 
Fauna (Brit. Ab80c.)> p< 70. 

1866 Hymeniaeidon BuMandi^ Bow. ii, 226 ; iii, pi. xxxriii, 

figs. 9—12. 

1867 Dercihu Bueklarfdi, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 542. 

1870 Paehaeh'eUa BucJdandi, Scliinidt. Spong. Atlant. Qeh,, 

p. 76. 

1871 2)ereitu8 niger. Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist, ser. 4, vol. yii,. 

p. 13» pi. iy, figs. 1 — 6. 
1874 BaHerahfia Bucklandi, Bow. in, 346, pi. zcii, fig. 8. 

HcbbitaL — " I have received specimens from the Rev. 
A. M. Norman found between tide-marks, Westport 
Bay. They were small and comparatively thin, neither 
so large nor so massive as the type, but anatomically 
quite in accordance with it.*' — Budleigh-Salterton, 
Devon^ H. J. Carter, 1. c. 

I much regret that the name of the genus instituted 
by Dr. Bowerbank to receive this species and at the 
same time to commemorate my friend Dr. Battersby's 
zeal in natural history cannot be retained. Undoubt* 
edly Schmidt's genus Pachastrellay established in 1868,^ 
is the same; but Schmidt's name will also have to 
give place to that of Dr. Gray, which is a year earlier, 
and the sponge must be known as Dercitus Bucklandi 

The genus is altogether in a wrong place as here 
arranged. It has truer a£5nity with Tethya, Edon- 
errUa, &c. 

The following are the other known species, which 

* Schmidt, 'Die Spongien der Eiiste Ton Algier/ 1868, p. 15. 
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will have to fall into this genus. They have all been 
described as PachastrellcB. 

Dercitus rrumilifer (Schmidt), Coast of Algiers.* 

— exostoticus (Schmidt), Red Sea.* 

— abyssi (Schmidt), Florida, 228 fath.t 

— connedens (Schmidt), Florida, 7^ fath.t 

— amygdahides (Carter). J 

— geodioidea (Carter). 

— intextus (Carter). 

— parasiticus (Carter). 

Derdius niger was described by Carter before the 
third volume was published^ and having nothing to 
guide him but Bowerbank's description it appeared to 
him to differ from Dercitus Buchlandi^ with which, 
however, it now seems to me quite clear that it is 
identical. I am at a loss to understand how it is that 
Carter, having clearly shown in 1871 that Gray's 
genus Dercitus had priority over Pachastrella of 
Schmidt, with which he synonymised it, and then 
adopted that name, should in his most recent paper 
have rejected Dercitus, and adopted Pachmtrella. 
While we fully allow that it is to be regretted that the 
name given by Schmidt, who had honestly and labor- 
iously worked out a classification of the Spongizoa 
should have to yield to one of those genera to which 
Dr. Gray gave names without having done anything, 
more than spending a few hours of closet work in the 

* Sclimidt, ' Die Spongien der Kuste von Algier/ 1868, p. 15. 

t Schmidt, ' Grtmziige einer Spongien-Fatma des AUantiaclien 
Gebietes,' 1870, p. 64, 65. 

X This and the three following speoies, described by Carter as 
FaehoitreUa, from the ** Porcupine'' Dredgings, wiU be found, * Ann. 
Nat Hist,' ser. 4, toL xviii (1876), pp.406— 10. 
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dissection of Dr. Bowerbank's second volume, yet the 
laws of nomenclature necessitate that Derdius must 
stand. At the same time, in his paper on the arrange- 
ment of Sponges, as in so many other kindred publica- 
tions. Dr. Gray has shown that grasp of scientific 
arrangemerit and classification which enabled him to 
detect and lay hold of generic characters ; and I have 
little doubt that before very long almost all the genera 
of Sponges which he instituted will be recognised 
and his names of necessity employed. 



Sub-Obdbe in, 1, 193 ; n, 8. 

Oemis 21. — Haliohondeu, Fleming^ i, 195 ; ii, 9. 

1. Haliohondeu MaoIntoshii, Bow.^ hi, 340, PI. XCI, 
figs. 18, 19. 

1874 HaliGhondria Ma>cIfUoshii, Bowerbank. In M'lntoBh on 
the Invertebrate Marine Faona and Fishes of St. 
Andrews, Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol. ziii, 1874, p. 144 ; 
and also the Marine LiTertebrates and Fishes of 
St. Andrews, 1875, p. 15. 



2. Haliohondeu eegulaeis. Bow., hi, 202, PI. LXXIII, 

figs. 10, 11. 

3. Hauohondeia caduca, Bow.^ ii, 234; iii, 101, PI. 

XLI, figs. 9—11. 

1870 Amorpkma caduca^ Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 77. 
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4. Haliohondbia inoonspicita, Bow.f III 236; iii, PI. 
XLI, figs. 12—14. 

1870 Amarphina vneontpieua, Soliinidt. Spong. AUimt. Qeh,, 
p. 77. 



5. Hauohond&ia inoebta, Bow.f ii, 237 ; iii, Fl. XLI, 

figs. 15—17. 

6. Haliohondbia ooalita (Orant)^ ii, 238 ; iii, PL XLI, 

figs. 18—20. 

1870 AmarphifM coalUa, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Qeh., p. 77. 

Habitat — ^A specimen in my cabinet was given me by 
Dr. Jeffreys, who dredged it in the Roach River (N). 

7. Haliohondbia mutulus, Bow.^ hi, 209, PI. LXXIV, 

figs. 4 — 8. 

1868 HdUchondna nuciuZiM, Bowerbank. ' Last Beport, 
Dredging Shetland Isles ; Norman on Poiifera, Brit. 
Assoc. Bep., p. 392. 



8. Haliohondbia ctlikdbaoea, Bow.y n. sp. PI. VI, 
figs. 



'* Sponge massive, sessile, or coating thickly. Sur* 
face smooth, uneven. Oscula simple, minute. Pores 
inconspicuous. Dermal membrane pellucid, abun- 
dantly spiculous ; spicula subcylindrical acerate, 
equable in length, but variable in diameter, dispersed ; 
retentive spicula bidentate,equi-anchorate, rather large, 
few in number; and rarely bihamate, small and very 
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slender. Skeleton diffuse and cavemous ; rete irre- 
gular, rarely more than bispiculous ; spicula subcylin- 
drical, acerate^ shorter, and comparatively stouter than 
those of the dermis. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, dull brown. 

*' Habitat. — Durham coast, 20 to 35 fathoms; Rev. 
A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

** This sponge occurs on the carapace of an aged spe- 
cimen of a female Inachus Dorsetenais, on which, inter- 
mixed with the sponge, there are small specimens of a 
Balanus ; the surface, therefore, although smooth, is 
very uneven. The oscula are minute and few in 
number, and it required a lens of two inches' focus to 
perceive them. The dermal membrane is abundantly 
spiculous, and the spicula are dispersed without the 
slightest approximation to order. They require the 
application of a power of about 300 to render their 
peculiarities of form distinct to the eye. They vary 
to a considerable extent in diameter, although in 
length they are nearly equal. The bidentate, equi- 
anchorate, retentive spicula are very few in number, 
but when present they are readily seen with a power 
of about 100 linear ; the largest I measured was ^^ 
inch in length, and the smallest -g-^ inch. The biha- 
mate spicula are of rather rare occurrence ; they are 
smaller than the anchorate ones, and very slender, so 
that it is difficult to detect them in situ amid the sar- 
code with a less power than about 400 linear. Their 
average length is ^0^4 ii^oh. The structure of the 
skeleton is diffuse and cavemous, and the rete is irre- 
gular and rarely more than bispiculous. The termi- 
nations of the fully developed skeleton spicula are a 

VOL. IV. 7 
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mean between those of a purely acerate and a purely 
cylindrical type of spiculum ; they terminate abruptly 
in a blunt point, but are never truly hemispherical, 
as in a typical form of a cylindrical spiculum. This 
intermediate form of the terminations of the spicula 
obtains in those of the dermis as well as of the 
skeleton, but it is not so striking in the former as in 
the latter, in consequence of their greater comparative 
tenuity. There is no other nearly allied British 
sponge that can be mistaken for this species." 



9. Haliohondbia panicea (Pallas) j ii, 229; iii, 97, 
Plates XXXIX and XL. 

1870 Amorphina panicea, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 77. 

The largest example I have seen of this sponge is 
one which was in the collection of the late Mr. Barlee 
which he bequeathed to me. It is wrapped round the 
stem of a Laminaria to a length of fourteen inches, 
and the rounded mass has a diameter of three inches. 
In the comparatively thin encrusting state in which it 
commonly spreads itself over rocks I have sometimes 
seen patches extending over two or three square feet. 

A ** histodermal form of Halichondria panicea " is 
stated by Carter to have been dredged by the " Porcu- 
pine" Expedition (1870, station 20), in 292 fathoms 
(* Ann. Nat. Hist.,' ser. 4, vol. xviii, p. 407), which is 
a depth at which we should certainly not have expected 
to meet with this littoral species. 

Among Dr. Bowerbank's notes is the following, 
which refers to examples of the species taken at as 
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great a depth as I remember myself to have found it. 
" Halichondria panicea from the Rev. A. M. Nor- 
man, parasitical on small branching zoophytes from 
the Durham coast in 20 — 85 fathoms ; remarkable for 
being of a milk-white colour ; the organic structures 
all as usual." 



10. Haliohondbia glabra, Bow.^ II, 232 ; in, 101, 353, 
PL XLI, figs. 1—3. 

1870 Amorphina glabra, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant Qth., 
p. 77. 



11. Haliohondbia angulata. Bow., ii, 233; iii, PI. 
XLI, figs. 4—8. 

1867 Orina ofngvlata. Gray. Proo. ZooL Soc., p. 540. 



12. Haliohondbia distobta, Bow.^ ii, 240 ; iii, PI. XLII. 

1870 AmorpKina dMoria, Schmidt. Spoug. Atlant. Gtob., 
p. 77. 



13. Haliohondbia edusa, Bow.^ hi, 201 ; PI. LXXHI, 

figs. 6 — 9. 

14. Haliohondbia ambigua, Bow.^ hi, 213 ; PI. LXXIV, 

figs. 14, 15. 

15. Haliohondbia CouoHii, 5(w., Ill, 203 ; PI. LXXHI, 

figs. 12—15. 



100 BRITISH sponqiadj:. 



16. Halichondbia Robbetsoni, Bow.^ n. sp., iv, Plate V, 
figs. 8 — 14. 

" Sponge massive, sessile. Surface smooth and even. 
Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. Dermal 
membrane profusely spiculous; spicula fasciculated; 
fasciculi broad and flat, irregularly disposed. Spicula 
cylindrical, smooth, more or less hastate, or terminat- 
ing acutely. Retentive spicula tridentate, equi-ancho- 
rate, small, but stoutly proportioned, dentes expanded ; 
and also bihamate, minute, and slender ; both forms 
few in number. Skeleton symmetrical, rete bi- or tri- 
spiculous ; spicula acuate, short and stout ; basally 
and apically spinous, spines few in number. Inter- 
stitial membranes spiculous, tension spicula long and 
very slender, cylindrical, few in number; retentive 
spicula same as those of the dermal membrane, few. 

" Colour. — ^In the dried state, nut brown. 

" Habitat. — ^Unknown. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" The specimen in course of description was given by 
the late Dr. Scouler to Mr. D. Robertson, and by him 
to my friend the Rev. A. M. Norman, by whom it was 
sent to me for examination and description. The late 
Dr. Scouler, I am aware, was a collector of the sponges 
of the Irish seas, and therefore I have no doubt of its 
being a British species, although its locality is un- 
known. 

" The sponge has apparently been seated on a solid 
mass of rock, from which it has been removed by a 
sharp instrument, and no portion of the basal mem- 
brane remains on it. In its present condition its form 
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is that of half of a short, stout, pear-shaped mass. 
The surface is even and smooth, and the oscula are 
small and rather few in number. The dermal struc- 
tures afford the most efficient specific characters for 
the discrimination of the species. The fasciculi of the 
tension spicula are extremely abundant ; they are com- 
posed of numerous spicula closely packed in parallel 
lines, forming wide, flat groups, crossing each other in 
every possible direction. The spicula of which they 
are composed are equable in size, but variable to some 
extent in form ; those in the fullest state of develop- 
ment have decidedly hastate terminations, while others 
present no terminal dilatation, but terminate suddenly 
and acutely instead of hemispherically. The tridentate, 
equi-anchorate, retentive spicula, although few in 
number, are very characteristic; they are small, not 
exceeding YbU ^^^^ ^^ length, and require a power of 
about 400 linear to render them distinct to the eye ; 
the teeth of the spiculum are comparatively large and 
long, each pair nearly the length of half that of the 
shaft, so that their apices nearly meet each other, and 
they are so widely expanded that each end nearly 
represents a semicircle. This description more espe- 
cially appKes to the greatest number of these spicula, 
the shortest of them. The longest have a greater 
space intervening between the teeth of the two ends 
of the spiculum. One of the longest measured y^ 
inch in length, and one of the shortest sort measured 
•gyy inch in length. The bihamate, retentive spicula are 
not so niunerous as the bidentate, equi-anchorate ones ; 
they are small and of very slender structure, and are 
not especially characteristic. One of the largest 
measured ^^ inch in length, and one of the smaller, 
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which are the most numerous, measured tooTo ^^^^ ^^ 
length. 

" The rete of the skeleton structure is tolerably 
symmetrical, and is generally composed of three or 
four spicula fasciculated together ; the spicula are short 
and stout ; their spination is not very strongly pro- 
duced, and it is usually confined to the base and apex 
of the spiculum, but occasionally a few spines are 
developed between the two terminations. The inter- 
stitial membranes are very sparingly supplied with 
tension spicula, which are so slender as to readily 
escape observation, and a few retentive spicula, the 
same as those of the dermal membrane, are occasionally 
observed. 

" The great abundance of the hastate dermal spicula 
and their peculiar mode of disposition, combined with 
the singular forms of the tridentate, equi-anchorate, 
retentive ones, readily distinguish this species from 
several other closely allied British species." 



17. Halichondma condensa. Bow., n. sp., iv, Plate VI, 
figs. 1—3. 

" Sponge sessile, rising, and branching irregularly, 
compressed. Surface smooth and even. Oscula simple, 
marginal, tuberculate. Pores inconspicuous. Dermal 
membrane reticulated, rete monospiculous. Areas 
mostly triangular, rarely quadrangular, one spiculum 
in width; spicula acerate, short and stout, same as 
those of the skeleton. Skeleton very much condensed 
and complicated ; rete multispiculous, loosely fascicu- 
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lated; spicula acerate, short and stout. Interstitial 
membranes aspiculous. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, dull ochreous yellow. 

" Habitat. — Isle of Man ; Mr. D. Robertson. 

*' Examined. — In the dried state. 

" This sponge was presented to my friend the Rev. A. 
M. Norman by Mr. D. Robertson, and was sent to me 
for examination. It is an irregularly branching, com- 
pressed mass, four inches in height and about half an 
inch in width, the oscula on low tubercles being 
disposed on the margins of the mass. The dermal 
membrane, mounted in Canada balsam, and viewed 
with a power of 100 linear, is a very characteristic 
object ; the rete is monospiculous, and never appears 
to exceed the length of one spiculum wide, and the 
areas very rarely assume any other form than that of 
a triangle; occasionally a quadrangular one may be 
observed, but this is the exception and not the rule. 
The mode of the disposition of the triangular areas is 
very irregular, but very characteristic of the species. 
The peculiar structure of the skeleton is very remark- 
able. The rete is very close and compKcated ; it is 
composed of numerous multispiculous fasciculi of short 
acerate spicula, so closely and densely packed together 
as to render the regular reticulated structure of the 
skeleton in some parts very indistinctly, and amid this 
mass interstitial cavities are irregularly distributed. 

" The intermarginal cavities in this sponge are very 
distinctly and beautifully developed, and are very 
interesting objects in a slice of the sponge at right 
angles to the dermal surface when mounted in Canada 
balsam, with their beautiful canopy of reticulated 
dermal tissue. 
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** The singularity of the skeleton- structures and the 
beautiful dermal rete of this species renders its dis- 
crimination by no means a difficult task." 



18. Halichondbia coballoides, Bow.f n. sp., iv, Plate 
VII, figs. 1—3. 

" Sponge ramous dichotomously, surface slightly 
rugose. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspi- 
cuous. Dermal membrane abundantly spiculous, reti- 
culated ; rete more or less fasciculated, fasciculi irre- 
gularly disposed ; areas small, very irregular in form ; 
spicula acerate, long, more or less variable in dia- 
meter, same form and size as those of the skeleton. 
Skeleton — ^rete irregular, diffused ; interstitial and 
intermarginal cavities very large ; spicula acerate, long 
and rather stout. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, light fawn-yellow. 

" Habitat— Frith of Forth ; Mr. D. Robertson. 

" Examined, — In the dried state. 

" I received this sponge from my friend the Rev. A. 
M. Norman, to whom it was presented by Mr. D. 
Robertson. Its external appearance in the dried state 
is very like that of a small branching coral or a Oor^ 
gonia. The surfaces of the branches are all more or 
less rugose or papulous ; they are all cylindrical, gradu- 
ally attenuating to their distal terminations. There 
are a few comparatively large oscula rather exceeding a 
line in diameter, but by far the greater number of 
them are minute ; they are irregularly dispersed on all 
parts of the branches, and are rather numerous. The 
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dermal membrane is very characteristic of the species. 
It is thin and pellucid, and is furnished profusely with 
long, stout, acerate spicula, which are mostly collected 
into fasciculi containing from two or three to occa- 
sionally four or five spicula. These fasciculi are 
irregularly distributed, crossing each other in every 
direction, and thus producing numerous small irregu- 
larly shaped areas, none of which exceed the width of 
about one-third or one-fourth of the length of a spi- 
culum. This mode of dermal reticulation is very 
remarkable, and it is of rare occurrence among the 
SpongiadsB. The skeleton structure is very irregular, 
and without the slightest approach to definite arrange- 
ment, and the interstitial cavities usually exceed 
the length of a spiculum in diameter. The intermar- 
ginal cavities are also numerous and very large. 

" A fully developed skeleton-spiculum measured ^^ 
inch in length." 

19. Halichondbia Thompsoni, Bow., ii, 243; in, PL 

XLIV, figs.- 1—5. 

1867 Dendoryx Thompsoni, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 535. 

20. Halichondbia foeceps, Bow., ii, 244; in, PI. 

XLIII. figs. 7—13. 

1874 Hcdichondria fordpia, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 

Tol. xiy, p. 17, pi. xiv, figs. 29 — 32, and pi. xr, figs. 

37 a, b. 
1876 Ealichondria foreipis, var. hulbosa, Carter. Ann. Nat. 

Hist, ser. 4, yol. xviii, p. 312, pi. ziii, fig. 19, and 

pi. XY, figs. 37 a, b. 

Habitat. — Dredged in the " Porcupine " Expedition 
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(1869, station 54) between the North of Scotland and 
the Faroe Islands, in 363 fathoms {fide Carter). Car- 
ter's variety bulbosa was dredged (" Porcupine,'* 1870, 
stations 24, 25) near Cape St. Vincent, on the Spanish 
Coast, in 292 — 374 fathoms. The form seems almost 
intermediate between H. forceps and Desmacidon anceps^ 
Schmidt.* It agrees with the latter in having the legs 
of the forcepiform spicules short, strongly divergent 
and bulbous at their terminations, but in Desmacidon 
anceps only one of the ends is thus bulbous, while the 
anchorates are quite different, being equi- and not 
inequi-anchorates, and the other spicula also differ. I 
am inclined to think that the Spanish sponge differs 
specifically from H. forceps. Should this hereafter 
prove to be the case Mr. Carter's varietal name can be 
most appropriately retained as the specific. 

21. Haliohondeia simplex, J9ow., ii, 246; iii, PI. 

XLVIT, figs. 5—7. 

22. Haliohondeia subdola, Bow.^ ' ii, 247 ; iii, PI. 

XLIII, figs. 14r-16. 

23. Haliohondeia foliata, Bow.^ hi, 198 ; PI. LXXIII, 

figs. 1 — 5. 

1876 Hdliehondria foliata, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 
YoL XTiii, p. 310, pL xiii, fig. 10, and pL xy, figs. 29 a, h. 

The ** Porcupine " specimen (1869, station 65) de- 

• *Die Zweite Dentsche Nordpolarfahrt/ 1874, p. 430; 'Kiesel- 
spongien,' Taf 1, figs. 1 — 9 (the species is called Desmacidon aaneeps in 
the text, but Eaperia anc^s on the plate). 
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scribed and figured by Carter, is from a little north- 
west of Shetland, in 345 fathoms, and thus in deeper 
water though in the same region from which the type 
specimens were sent to Dr. Bowerbank. 



24. Haliohondria coebugata, Bow., ii, 242; iii, PI. 

XLIII, figs. 1—6. 

1867 Biemma earrugata, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 539. 

Habitat. — ^Westport Bay, Mayo (N.). 

25. Haliohondeia falcula. Bow., hi, 208, PI. LXXIV, 

figs. 1—3. 

1868 Haliehondria falcula, Bowerbank. Last Report of 

Dredging among the Shetland Isles; Norman on 
Forifera, Brit. Assoc. Rep., p. 332. 

I have found a second and mucli finer specimen of 
tliis species in my collection. It is from the same 
locality as the type, which it closely resembles in 
every particular, but is of larger size, measuring two 
and a half inches long, one and three quarters wide, 
and nearly an inch and a half thick. 

26. Haliohondbia plabellifbra, Bow., n. sp., iv, PI. VII, 

figs. 4—10. 

*^ Sponge massive, parasitical. Surface smooth, but 
minutely hispid externally. Defensive spicula very 
numerous, scarcely projecting through the dermis, 
fusiformi-acuate, basally and occasionally apically 
spinous ; spines few in number, acutely conical. 
Dermal membrane pellucid, abundantly spiculous; 
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tension spicula subfusiformi-cylindrical, long and 
slender, numerous, more or less fasciculated or dis- 
persed ; retentive spicula bihamate, simple and con- 
tort, numerous, variable in size ; and bidentate equi- 
anchorate, and rarely palmato-inequi-anchorate. Os- 
cula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. Skele- 
ton rete irregular; spicula fusiformi-acuate, stout 
and moderately long. Interstitial membranes spiculbus, 
tension spicula rarely present ; retentive spicula same 
as those of the dermal membrane, numerous. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, dark brown. 

^^ Habitat. — Westport Bay, Ireland, 5 fathoms ; Rev. 
A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" I received a single specimen of this species from my 
friend the Rev. A. M. Norman for examination. It 
completely fills the interstices of a mass nearly two 
inches long by one in breadth of a specimen of Nulli- 
pora polymorpha^ and in some parts growing over the 
apices of the branches and presenting a smooth sponge 
surface to the eye. The surface is very minutely 
hispid in the dried state, though both to the eye and to 
the touch it appears to be smooth, and it is only when 
a section of the sponge is made at right angles to the 
surface and mounted in Canada balsam that the nume- 
rous external defensive spicula become visible, and 
even in this state very few comparatively pass through 
the dermal membrane. These spicula rarely exceed 
half the length of the skeleton ones, and they are much 
miore slender ; they are usually only basally spinous, 
but occasionally a few spines appear on various parts 
of the shaft or near the apex, but these are rarely so 
well developed as those of the base of the spiculum. 
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The dermal membrane is especially characteristic of 
the species. It is abundantly supplied with spicula ; 
the tension ones are subfusiformi-cylindrical, rather 
long and slender; on some parts of the membrane 
they are dispersed indiscriminately, but most frequently 
they are more or less gathered into broad, flat fasciculi, 
many of which radiate at one extremity in a fan- 
shaped manner. The retentive spicula are also very 
numerous. The simple and contort bihamates are 
small, and some of them very minute ; they vary in 
length from f^^ inch to WoTF ii^ch, while the length 
of the fully developed bidentate, anchorate spicula, 
average g^ri i^ch in length. This near approxima- 
tion of the fully developed anchorate and bihamate 
spicula in their length is very unusual, as it is most 
frequently the case that the latter form is at least 
twice as long as the former. The bidentate equian- 
chorate spicula are also numerous; comparatively 
speaking they are stout and well developed in their 
mature state, but in this specimen they may be seen 
in various early and progressive stages of development 
in the form of minute simple bihamate spicula, very 
different in their shapes from the real bihamate ones. 

The skeleton is very irregular in its structure, but 
decidedly reticulate. The rete is also more or less 
irregular ; in some parts it is multispiculous, while in 
others it is constructed of only two or three spicula. 
The spicula of which it is formed are very much larger 
than those of any other part of the sponge ; they are 
decidedly fusiform, and occasionally subclavate at the 
base. The interstitial membranes are abundantly 
supplied with both forms of the retentive spicula, but 
the tension forms, so abundant on the dermal membrane, 
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are of very rare ooourrence. A very few inequi-pal- 
mato-anchorate spicula were detected among the 
spicula separated by boiling in nitric acid, but I could 
not detect them in situ ; they are remarkable in their 
form, though very minute, the palmate portion being 
quite half the length of the spiculum." 

27. Halichondbia inobustans, Esper, ii, 249 ; iii, 108, 

PL XLIV, figs. 7—12. 

1867 Dendoryx tncnutcmt, Qnj. Proo. ZooL Soc., p. 535. 
1874 Halichondria inerustanB, Oarter. Aim. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 
vol. xiv, pp. 2—4. 

HaUtaL — Budleigh-Salterton, Carter. Birterbuy 
Bay, Qulway; Jersey; Guernsey; Polperro, Corn- 
wall (N.). It is essentially a low- water-mark species, 
generally distributed round our coast. 

28. Haliohondbia Candida, Bow.^ ii, 251 ; iii, PI. 

XLIV, figs. 13—16. 

1867 Biemma Candida, Graj. Proc. ZooL Soo., p. 539. 

29. Halichondbia ibbbgulabis, Bow.^ ii, 252; iii, PL 

XLIV, figs. 17—21. 

1867 Dendorya irregidana, Gray. Proc. ZooL 8oc., p. 536. 

30. Halichondbia Diokibi, Bow., ii, 253 ; iii, PL XL V 

figs. 1 — 6. 

1867 Lendoryx IHekiei, Gray. Froo. ZooL Soc., p. 536. 

Habitat. — On Cellepora cervicomis^ deep water, 
Shetland Seas, 1863; Polperro (N.). 



HALICHONDRIA. Ill 

31. Halichondeia Pattbbsoni, Bow., ii, 255; in, 115^ 
354, PI. XLVI, figs. 1—6. 

1867 Ikndoryx Paitersoni, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 536. 

Habitat — A single specimen dredged off Shetland. 
With reference to my Minch specimens which are 
figured in vol. iii, p. 115, it would be interesting to add 
that they were dredged by Dr. Jeffreys and myself at 
a spot off the mouth of Loch Ewe, in Boss-shire, 
where this sponge was living in company with some of 
the rarest animals in the British seas, including 
Poromya granulata, Holothuria intestinalis, and Ante" 
don celticus (N.). 



32. Haliohondbia pulohblla. Bow., ii, 256 ; iii, PI. 
XLVI, figs. 16—19. 

1867 Biemma ptdcheUa, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 539. 



32. Halichondeia Ingalli, Bow., ii, 258; iii, PL 
XLVI, figs. 20—24. 

1867 MenyUue IngdUi, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 533. 



33, Halichondria soandens. Bow., ii, 259; iii, PI. 
XLV, figs. 14—20. 

1867 lophon seandens, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 534. 



84. Haliohondbia Batbi, Bow., ii, 261; iii, PI. XLVI, 
figs. 25—29. 

1867 Dendaryx Batei, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc, p. 536. 
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35. Halichondria nigricans, Bow., ii, 266; iii, PL 

XLV, figs. 25—31. 

1867 loplum nigricauB, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 534. 

36. Halichondria albula, Bow., ii, 268 ; iii, PI. XLV, 

figs. 21—24. 

1867 Dendaryx dUmla, Gray. Proc, Zool. Soc, p. 636. 



37. Halichondria bxpansa, Bow., iii, 212, PI. LXXIV, 
figs. 7—12. 

1869 Halichondria expansa, Bowerbank. Norman, Notes on 
a few Hebridean Sponges, Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 
vol. iii, p. 298. 



38. Halichondria 'virgea. Bow., n. sp., iv, PI. V, 
figs. 1—7. 

1875 Halichondria mrgea, Bowerbank. Report Dredging off 
the Durham and N. Yorkshire Coasts, Brit. Assoc. 
Rep., 1875 (1876), p. 198. 

" Sponge massive, sessile, more or less nodulous. 
Surface smooth. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores in- 
conspicuous. Dermal membrane abundantly spiculous, 
tension spicula acuate, very long and slender, nume- 
rous, fasciculated; retentive spicula bidentate, equi- 
anchorate, large, few in number, and the same form, 
small and numerous. Skeleton — rete more or less 
regular, fibres rarely multispiculous, seldom more than 
trispiculous ; areas large ; spicula subfusiformi acuate, 
basally spinous. Interstitial membranes spiculous; 
spicula same as those of the dermis ; tension spicula 
of rare occurrence ; retentive spicula rather numerous. 
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" Colour. — In the dried state, dark purple. 

" Habitat. — Coast of Durham, 20 to 85 fathoms ; 
Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" I received four small specimens of this sponge from 
the Rev. A. M. Norman for examination. The largest 
was two inches in lengthy one inch broad, and not quite 
half an inch in thickness. The largest specimen was 
composed of four unequal-sized nodulous elevations, 
and there were indications of a similar character on the 
smaller ones. The dermal membrane affords the most 
efficient characters for the discrimination of the species, 
the tension spicula and their mode of distribution 
more especially so. In some few parts the slender, 
acuate spicula are somewhat irregularly dispersed, but 
by far the greater number of them are arranged in 
elongated fasciculi, which most frequently run parallel 
to each other, and from each of which the component 
spicula are frequently projected at slight angles from 
the central axis in an ascending direction. These 
bundles are in many parts so numerous and so close 
together as to almost appear as if the spicula were 
felted together. The retentive spicula are also very 
numerous, especially the smaller of the two descrip- 
tions of them. The larger forms are comparatively 
few in number, and are readily distinguished from the 
smaller series ; they are all of the same size as nearly 
as possible. Several of them measured yfy inch in 
length, while the average size of the smaller ones was 
•g^y inch in length, and no gradational intermediate 
forms could be seen connecting the two groups. Both 
forms when in situ were attached to the surface of the 
membrane by the middle of their curved shafts, so that 

VOL. IV. 8 
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the anchorate termmations were both projected from 
the surface of the membrane. 

" The skeleton rete is rather unequal in its structure ; 
it usually consists of two or three spicula in substance, 
but sometimes the number of spicula is more than can 
be distinctly determined ; they are somewhat unequal 
in length, but in the adult forms they all agree in the 
slightly spinous character of their bases ; occasionally, 
but rarely, a few spines may be detected near their 
apices, but this is rather the exception than the rule. 
The spination of these spicula requires a power of not 
less than 300 linear to render it distinct to the eye. 
The tension spicula are rarely to be seen on the inter- 
stitial membranes, but on many parts of them the 
anchorate retentive spicula are abundantly distributed. 

" The nearest ally among our British species of 
sponges to the ojie in course of description is Hali- 
chondria Dickieij but they are readily discriminated by 
the diflTerence in the forms of their retentive spicula, 
and also in their mode of distribution on the dermal 
membrane.'* 

39. Haliohondria granulata, Boiv.^ ii, 262; in, PI. 

XLV, figs. 7—18. 

1867 Dendoryx granvlala, Gray. Pi'oc. Zool. Soc, p. 536. 

40. Haliohondria farinaria, Boiv.^ ii, 269; in, PI. 

LXX, figs. 5—8. 

41. Haliohondria inornata, Boiv., ii, 271; iii, PL 

XLVII, figs. 1—4. 

1867 Biemma inomata, Graj. Proc, Zool. Soc, p. 639. 
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Oenus 22, — Isodiotya, Bow.^ i, 197 ; ii, 9. 

1. IsODiCTYA oiNEEBA (Orant), II, 274; III, 121; PI. 
XLVIII, figs. 1—5. 

Habitat. — Apparently universally distributed round 
our coasts. In addition to the many localities recorded 
in Volumes ii and iii, I have found it at Guernsey ; 
Seaham Harbour, in the County of Durham; on Nullu 
pora, Roundstone and Birterbuy Bays, Co. Galway; 
and Westport Bay, Co. Mayo (N.). 

For " Chudleigh Salterton," vol. ii, p. 275, line 4, 
read " Budleigh-Salterton," and p. 276, line 27, for 
" Seahouse '* read ** Seaham." 



2. IsoDiCTTA PBRMOLLis, Bow.^ II, 278; III, 123; PL 
XLVIII, figs. 9, 10. 



3. Isodiotya mammeata, Bow.^ ii, 306; in, Fl. LI, figs. 
7—9. 



4. Isodiotya bamusoulus, Bow.^ ii, 314 ; iii, PI. LIII, 
figs. 1—3. 

Habitat. — Several small pieces, of which the largest 
is three quarters of an inch long, half an inch wide, 
and as much thick, and has five oscula surmounting 
nipple-like swellings, found between tide marks, Innis- 
gowla, Westport Bay, Co. Mayo. Colour when alive, 
pale violet. It is an erect growing species (N.). • 
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5. ISODICTYA FERULA, BotO.^U. Sp., IV, PI. VIII, figS. 1 — 3. 

*^ Sponge battledore - shaped, coating, adhering 
throughout its whole length. Surface smooth. Oscula 
dispersed, simple, minute. Pores inconspicuous. Der- 
mal membrane pellucid, aspiculous. Skeleton having 
primary and secondary lines imispiculous ; spicula 
acerate. Interstitial spaces one spiculum wide, very 
regular. Interstitial membrane aspiculous. 

" Colour. — ^In the dried state, dull ochreous yellow. 

" Habitat. — Birterbuy Bay, Ireland, 10 or 11 fathoms ; 
Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" Among the specimens of sponges dredged by the 
Rev. A. M. Norman off the western coast of Ireland, 
there was the gibbous half of a shell of Pecten mawimuSy 
thinly coated both within and without with Baphyrus 
Griffithsiif and on the surface of this species, on the 
inner surface of the shell, were several parasitical 
sponges, and among them two specimens of the species 
in course of description within an inch of each other, 
closely adhering for the whole of their length. They 
were partially embedded in a thin broad specimen of 
Isodictya Bowerbanki. 

** The oval body of the largest specimen is six lines in 
length and three in breadth, and its greatest thickness 
does not exceed one line. The caudal appendage is 
seven Hues in length and one in breadth, so that the 
total length slightly exceeds one inch. The smallest 
of the two specimens has the body rather more ob- 
tusely oval than the larger one, the length being four 
lines and the greatest breadth three lines. A portion of 
the caudal appendage has been lost, and half only of 
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its length remaining attached to the body of the 
sponge. In both specimens the caudal portion of the 
sponge maintains the same diameter for the whole of 
its length, so that the specimens closely resemble each 
other, each having the form of a rudely-shaped child's 
battledore. 

" This remarkable form is not without a precedent, as 
it occurs in Polymastia radiosa represented in Plate 
XI, figs. 14 and 15, vol. iii, * Mon. Brit. Spongiadas ;' 
and, what is very remarkable, there is about the same 
amount of individual variation in the two specimens of 
each species of sponge, so that if the figures represent- 
ing P. radiosa were enlarged to the size of the two 
specimens of Isodictya ferula, they would form very 
good representations of the shapes of those of L feinda, 
so as to be very apt to produce a belief in the mind of 
a hasty observer that the latter-named sponges were 
enlarged specimens of P. radiosa, or vice versa ; but 
accurate examinations of the structural characters of 
the two species at once distinguishes them as not only 
separate species, but also as belonging to different 
genera ; and in addition to the generic differences, the 
spicula of the skeleton of P. radiosa are acuate, while 
those of 7. ferula are acerate. 

" The anatomical structures of I. ferula are exceed- 
ingly simple, but beautifiilly regular. The scalarif orm 
skeleton tissues are composed throughout the whole 
structure of a unispiculous network of acerate spicula, 
and it is only very rarely that two spicula occur toge- 
ther in any part of the primary lines of the skeleton. 
The secondary lines of the skeleton are each composed 
of a single spiculum, and they are disposed at such 
regular distances from each other as to cause the 
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skeleton tissues in a section of the sponge taken cor- 
rectly at right angles to its surface and mounted in 
Canada balsam to present the appearance of a beauti- 
fully regular unispiculous quadrangular network. 

" The dermal membrane is translucent, and in the 
areas of the terminations of the skeleton structures 
there were a few pores in an open condition. One 
form and size only of spicula occurs in this sponge, the 
purely acerate one.** 



6. IsoDiCTrA EOSBA, Bow., II, 282 ; iii, PL XLIX, figs. 
12—14. 



7. ISODIOTTA PTOILEA, BoW.y II, 313 ; III, PI. LVI, figs. 

6—10. 

1861 Haliclona pygmcBa, Bowerbaxik. List Brit. Marine 
IziTert. Faana (Brit. Assoc.), p. 71. 

Habitat. — Sides of rock-pools between tide-marks to 
the south of Seaham Harbour, Co. Durham. The 
specimens in all respects closely agreeing with those 
which occur at Scarborough. The species, as fer as is 
yet known, is confined to the East Coast of England 
<N.). 



8. IsoDiOTTA OBSOUEA, Bow., Ill, 224 and 303, PI. 
LXXVI, figs. 1, 2; PL LXXXVII, fig. 11. 



9. ISODICTTA INDEFINITA, BoW., II, 286 ; III, PI. XLIX, 

figs. 15—17. 
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10. IsoDiOTYA INDISTINOTA, Bow.^ 11, 290 ; III, 131 and 
356, PL LI, figs 1—4. 

Habitat. — Dredged in about five fathoms near the 
mouth of Westport Bay. Among Dr. Bowerbank's 
notes are the following on two of the examples pro- 
cured by me from this locality (N.). 

'' A fine mass of this sponge, about the size of half 
a large-sized orange, based on a rolled stone. In form 
and general surface characters it differs very consider- 
ably from either of the types figured in Plate LI, vol. 
iii, * Mon. Brit. Spongiadaa.* The mass was soft and 
flesh-like and the oscula were large simple orifices. In 
the peculiarities of its dermal structures, and in all of 
its anatomical details, it is quite in accordance with 
those of the type-specimens, and, like them, it strongly 
illustrates the inutility of external characters as specific 
distinctions. Numerous specimens of Porcellana longi- 
cornia were nestling within its large internal cavities. 
Another specimen in Mr. Norman's collection from the 
same locality is an irregular mass of a very dark dull 
purple or brown colour, it was two and a half inches in 
length, one and three quarters inch in breadth and 
thickness. It is noteworthy as being the largest 
specimen of the species that I have yet seen," 



11. IsoDiOTYA SIMPLEX, BoWn^ II, 294; III, 107, 128, 
PI. XLIV, fig 6, and PI. L, fig. 18. 



12. ISODICTYA POCILLUM, BoW.^ II, 805; III, PL LIII, 

figs. 4 — 6. 
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13. ISODICTYA LUTEOSA, BoW., Ill, 288; PI. LXXXV, 

figs. 5 — 7. 



14. ISODIOTYA ANOMALA, BOW.^ II, 293 ; III, PI. L, figS. 

1—4. 

1S68 Fvcidma anomala, Farfitt. Trans. Devon. Assoc. Sci. 
Liter, and Art, p. 13 (in separate copy). 



15. ISODICTYA PARASITICA, BoiO.^ II, 287 ; III, PI. XLIX, 

figs. 6—8. 



16. IsoDiCTTA Pbachii, Bow.y II, 276 ; iii, PI. XL VIII, 
figs. 6—8. 

Habitat. — ^Magnificently large examples dredged in 
company with the large specimens of Isodictya in- 
diatincta just described, BapModesma fiorema^ Ophli- 
taspoThgia seriata (unusually fine), Dysidea coriacea^ 
and many other sponges a little inside the Lighthouse 
of Westport Bay, Co. Mayo. Among Dr. Bower- 
bank's notes are the following on these specimens, 
which were submitted by the editor to him : 

"This sponge is very different in size and form 
from the type-specimen of the species, but it agrees so 
perfectly with it in its organic structures that it 
cannot possibly be referred to any other species of 
Isodictya^ nor established as a distinct species. The 
specimen sent to me for examination by the Bey. 
A. M. Norman was dredged at Westport Bay, Co. 
Mayo, Ireland, in from five to six fathoms. It was 
four and a quarter inches in length, two and a half 
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inches broad, and one and a half inch thick, with ten 
large, elevated, oscular orifices, the largest nearly a 
quarter of an inch in diameter. On the paper accom- 
panying the specimen the colour is stated to be 
* lilac,' and Mr. Norman adds, *I have a specimen, 
not so fine as regards oscula, &c., but twice the size 
of this.' I am not surprised in so large a specimen at 
the congregation of the oscula in large cloacal organs. 
This frequently occurs in other largely-developed 
species of sponge, which in a younger state have the 
oscula simple and dispersed on the dermal surface. 
In Halichondria panicea these differences are of fre- 
quent occurrence." 



17. ISODICTYA VABIANS, Bow.^ II, 281 ; III, 307, PL 

XLVIII, figs. 14—16, PI. LXXXVIII. 

1867 PkUoiia variaru. Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, p. 522. 



18. ISODICTYA ELBGANS, Bow,^ II, 283; III, PI. XLIX, 

figs. 1 — 5. 

Habitat. — Under stones between tide-marks. West- 
port, Roundstone, and Birterbuy Bays ; also dredged 
in these same bays growing on shells and Nullipora 
(N.). 



19. ISODICTYA FA.LLAX, Bow., II, 302 ', III, PI. LI, figS. 

10—13. 
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20. IsODicTYA MacAndeewi, Bow., ii, 284; iir, PI. 
XLIX, figs. 9—11. 

Habitat. — Abundant on Pecten Tnaximns^ Lutraria^ 
and other dead shells dredged in Birterbuy Bay ; also 
in Roundstone Bay, and Westport, Co. Mayo (N.). 

" Among the numerous specimens of British sponges 
sent to me for examination by the Rev. A. M. Norman 
I found among those dredged in Westport and Round- 
stone Bays more than a dozen specimens of I. MacAn^ 
drewi. The largest of them rather exceeded the 
size of the type-specimen described in vol. ii, p. 284, 
*Mon. Brit. Spongiadas.' Their external characters 
were also in accordance with those of the type- 
specimen. I did not detect gemmules in any of them, 
but their anatomical characters were identical with 
those of the described specimen. Along with them I 
also found a specimen of Isodictya fistulosa^ which 
in some cases might be readily confounded with 
I. MacAndrem. The size of the spicula and their 
mode of arrangement in the skeleton and dermal mem- 
brane very closely resembles those of I. MacAndretvi^ 
but they are readily to be distinguished, by close 
observation, when sections of the two species are 
mounted in Canada balsam, by the aid of a power of 
about 200 linear, by the numerous external spicula 
projected from the dermal membrane of /. MacAndrewi, 
and the total absence of those organs on the dermis of 
I. Jistulosa.^^ 
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21. IsoDiCTTA PiSTULOSA, Bow., II, 299; III, 136, PI. 
LIII, figs. 15—17. 

Habitat. — ^A small sponge named by Bowerbank as 
belonging to this species is referred to in his note on 
Isodictya MacAndrewi. It was procured by me in 1875 
in Birterbuy Bay (N.). 



22. Isodictya diohotoma, Bow.^ ii, 309 ; iii, PI. LIII, 
figs. 12—14. 



23. Isodictya pbeplexa, Bow.^ n. sp., iv, PI. IX, figs. 
4—6. 

*' Sponge massive, parasitical. Surface smooth and 
even. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores incon- 
spicuous . Dermal membrane reticulate ; rete irregular, 
rarely exceeding trispiculous, spicula variable in size, 
fusiformi-acerate, mostly large, same size as those of 
the skeleton ; tension spicula acerate, long and slender, 
numerous, dispersed. Skeleton with primary lines bi- 
or trispiculous, irregularly disposed; secondary lines 
mostly unispiculous, abundant and very irregularly 
disposed; spicula fusiformi-acerate, large and long. 
Interstitial membranes abundantly spiculous ; tension 
spicula acerate, long and slender, same as those of the 
dermis. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, dark brown with a tint 
of purple. 

" Habitat. — Westport Bay, Ireland, in 5—6 fathoms ; 
Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 



124 BRITISH SPONGIADiE. 

" The colour and external appearance of this sponge, 
and the similarity of its location among the branches 
of NuUvpora polymorpha^ would readily lead a hasty 
observer to the conclusion that the type-specimen of 
Halichondria fiabelUfera and this one in course of 
description were the same species ; but a very slight 
microscopical examination quickly dissipates the 
illusion. But there is yet another difficulty to be 
surmounted before we arrive at a correct determination 
of the genus and species. The structural peculiarities 
of this sponge are so wide and diffuse, and the abund- 
ance throughout the whole of its structure of the long 
and slender tension spicula, as to very readily lead to 
the belief that the skeleton structure is that of a 
Hymeniacidon^ and it is only by the careful examination 
of a correctly cut section at right angles to the dermal 
surface, and with a power of about 200 linear, that we 
become satisfied of its isodictyal structure. The 
specimens under consideration are immersed among 
the branches of NuUvpora polymorpha, the largest 
being one and a quarter inch in length by three 
quarters of an inch in diameter, and in some parts it 
completely covers the distal terminations of the 
branches of the Nullipora. 

" The dermal characters in this species are remark- 
able, there not only being a well-developed rete, but in 
addition to that in many parts an abundant supply of 
long, slender, acerate tension spicula ; so numerous in 
some cases as to nearly obscure the reticulate structure 
beneath them. 

" The dermal rete is very distinctly produced, but its 
mode of arrangement is very irregular, and the areas 
assume a great variety of forms, which are frequently 
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still further complicated by the intermixture of the 
long and slender tension spicula. The same compli- 
cation of characters exists in the skeleton structures 
by the abundant presence of the long slender tension 
spicula on the interstitial membranes ; so that although 
but one form of spiculum, that of the f usif ormi-acerate, 
stout and slender, prevails in this sponge, the pecu- 
liarities of their intermixture render this species a 
specially perplexing one for specific determination." 



24. ISODICTYA DBNSA, Bow.^ II, 292 ; III, 355, PI. L, 

figs. 5—7. 



25. IsoDiCTYA Geegoeii, Bow.y II, 301; iii, PI. L, 
figs. 15—17. 



26. IsoDiCTYA PALLIDA, Bow,^ II, 297; III, PI. L, figs. 
8—10. 

Habitat. — Jersey. Tide-marks, Westport Bay (N.). 



27. IsoDiCTYA siMULANS {Johnston)^ II, 308 ; iii, PI. LI, 
figs. 5, 6. 

1861 HaZiclona nmulans. Bow. List Brit. Marine Invert. 

Fauna (Brit. A8soc.)j p. 71. 
1867 Adocia simtdana, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc., p. 522. 

Habitat. — " Aberystwith, Mr. Bolton," purchased 
by me from Mr. Ingall's collection ; Guernsey ; 
Strangford Lough, 1869 ; Birterbuy Bay, Connemara, 
1875 (N.). 
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28. IsoDicTTA Inqalli, Bow.^ Ill, 241, PI. LXXXVlII, 
figs. 1 — 5. 

29. ISODICTYA INOBSTA, Bow.^ Ill, 314, PI. LXXXTX, 

figs. 3, 4. 

30. ISODICTYA OEASSA, Bow., n. sp., IV, PI. VIII, figs. 
4—6. 

" Sponge massive, sessile ; furnished with large 
tumulous cloao89. Surface smooth. Oscula simple, 
within the cloacad. Pores inconspicuous, dispersed 
within the dermal rete. Dermal membrane pellucid, 
furnished with a stout irregular reticulation ; spicula 
subfusiformi-acerate, same size as those of the skeleton. 
Skeleton very open and diffuse, irregular; primary 
Unes multispiculous ; secondaiy lines varying frZ 
multispiculous to unispiculous ; very irregularly dis- 
posed. Spicula subfusiformi-acerate. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, milk-white. 

^^ Habitat. — ^Westport Bay, Island of Innisgowla, 
under stones ; Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

*' I received three specimens of this species of sponge 
for examination. The largest is three inches in length, 
one and a quarter in breadth, and about one inch in 
thickness ; the other two were much smaller, but all 
possessed the strongly developed tumulous character 
of their surfaces, and all three had been located on 
small branching fuci. The tumulous cloacaa on the 
largest specimen were short and stout, not exceeding 
about half an inch in height, and the excurrent orifices 
were about two lines in diameter. When a thin slice 
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from the dermal surface mounted in Canada balsam 
was submitted to microscopical examination with a 
power of 100 linear, the dermal reticulation presented 
a very beautifiil appearance; although very irregular in 
its structure it forms a strikingly distinct specific 
character. 

" The areas of the network are not more than about 
half the length of a spiculum wide, and by far the 
greater number of them are triangular ; and the rete 
bounding the areas varies considerably in its structure, 
from being multispiculous to a single spiculum. The 
pores were in an open condition ; they were dispersed 
among the areas, there being rarely more than one in 
each of them. 

**The skeleton is very diffusely constructed and 
exceedingly irregular, and it is only near the dermal 
surface that the true Isodictyal character can be 
recognised with certainty. The interstitial cavities 
are large and numerous, thus producing a great compli- 
cation of its structures. The primary lines of the 
skeleton vary considerably in their structure, the 
spicula being very numerous in some, while they are 
very few in others. The same structural irregularity 
obtains in the secondary lines of the skeleton, and the 
irregularity of their disposition adds to the confusion. 
Amidst all this structural complication the skeleton is 
unmistakably that of an Isodictya. 

" There is but one form and size of the spicula in this 
sponge, the subfusiformi-acerate. A fully developed 
skeleton one measured 4^0 i^ch in length and toUo 
inch in diameter. These dimensions are greatly in 
excess of those of the spicula of the greater number 
of species of Isodictya in this division of the genus. 
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" In the dried state this sponge very closely resembles 
some of the varieties of Halichondria panicea in form, 
in colour, in the shape of the spicula, and in the 
possession of a reticulated dermal membrane, but the 
examination of a thin slice of the sponge at right 
angles to its surface immediately destroys the illusion ; 
as the strongly produced scalariform structure of the 
genus laodictya in this species is totally unlike the skele- 
ton structure of a specimen of Halichondria panicea. 

" My friend the Rev. Mr. Norman states that this 
species * was found at Westport Bay under stones at 
low-water spring tides August, 1875. This sponge is 
very easily recognised when living. It is of a lemon- 
yellow colour, and runs irregularly over the stones in 
the form of large attached cloacal tubes, which here 
and there expand into outspread patches of the 
sponge from which arise several large upright cloacal 
openings. The sponge is very soft to the touch, the 
dermal membrane often much expanded with water, 
having a remarkable membranous appearance to the 
naked eye.' " 

31. IsoDicTYA BowERBANKi, Novman. 

IsoDiOTYA siMULo, Boiv., II, 279; III, PI. XL VIII, 
figs. 11—13. 

Habitat. — Filling the interstices of Nullipora poly- 
morpha, and sometimes growing long enough to com- 
pletely cover the NuUipore ; dredged in Roundstone 
Bay, and under similar circumstances in Westport 
Bay (N.). 

" Among the sponges I received from the Rev. A. 
M. Norman, dredged on the western coast of Ireland, 
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was a large gibbous valve of Pecten maximusj covered 
within and without with a thin coat of Raphyrus 
Griffithsii^ upon which on the inner surface of the 
shell were several parasitical marine animals, and 
among them two specimens of Isodictya ferula^ par- 
tially immersed in a thin spreading specimen of 
Isodictya simulo, agreeing both in external form and 
in anatomical structure with the type-specimen of that 
species. This is the second specimen of that sponge 
that I have seen.*' 

Dr. Bowerbank having named one species of this 
genus L simulanSj and another /. simuloj it became 
necessary to rename the latter. 

32. Isodictya filamenta, Boiv., iii, 286, PL LXXXV, 

figs. 1^-4. 

33. Isodictya paupeecula, Boto.^ n. sp., iv, PI. X, 

figs. 6 — 8. 

" Sponge coating, thin. Surface minutely rugose. 
Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. 
Dermal membrane pellucid, sparingly spiculous ; 
spicula acerate, very slender, dispersed, few in number. 
Skeleton — rete slender and fragile; primary lines 
mostly unispiculous, occasionally bi- or rarely trispicu- 
lous; secondary lines unispiculous; spicula acerate, 
rather stout and long. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, duU dark green. 

** Habitat. — Birterbuy Bay, Ireland, in 10 fathoms ; 
Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" This sponge covers nearly the whole of the inner 

VOL. IV. 9 
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surface of a fragment of the under valve of a Pecteii 
varius about two inches in diameter, and in no part 
does it assume a greater thickness than about a line. 
Its anatomical structure is exceedingly simple and 
in its present state very fragile. The specimen was 
probably dead when taken, as both the dermal mem- 
brane and the sarcodous matter are in a somewhat 
delapidated condition. What remains of the dermal 
membrane is very thin and pellucid ; it is very sparingly 
furnished with very slender acerate spicula, which are 
nearly equal to those of the skeleton in length, but are 
rarely more than about one-fourth of their diameter. 
The skeleton rete is somewhat irregular but decidedly 
Isodictyal in character : the primary lines are rarely 
more than unispiculous, but occasionally for short 
distances they contain two or even three spicula. The 
secondary lines appear never to be more than uni- 
spiculous. The spicula are comparatively rather stout 
and long. 

" The nearest ally to this species is Isodictya Boiver- 
banhi. Although in their mode of structure they are 
very similar, the proportions of their skeleton spicula 
vary to so great an extent as to at once separate them 
as species. 

" The spicula of the species under consideration 
measure yjj inch in length, while those of L Boiverbanlci 
are ysT ^^^^ i^ length, and although so much shorter 
their diameter is greater than those of I. paupeixula.^* 

34. Isodictya clava, Boic, "*16; iii, PI. LIII, figs. 
7—11. 

Habitat. — Dredged off Saints 1 , Guernsey (N.). 
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"I received from my friend Mr. Higgin, on the 2l8t 
of September, 1874, three specims of Isodictya clava 
from extreme low-water mark in Caernarvon Bay. 
They were found pendent from the under sides of 
large stones. These specimens differed essentially in 
size and form from the type ones represented. One 
of them was of the same form as the specimen repre- 
sented by fig. 7, Plate LIII, vol. iii, but rather larger 
in its proportions. It was evidently the base of the 
sponge, thero being about the eighth of an inch in 
length projected from its distal extremity of the same 
diameter as the fragment represented by fig. 9. 
Another specimen without the base was of the same 
diameter as fig. 9, but it was an inch and three 
quarters in length, and terminated dichotomously at 
its distal extremity in two short prongs. These 
specimens afibrd us a much better idea of the normal 
form of the species than those represented as the 
types of the species. Their anatomical structures 
were in perfect accordance with those of the type- 
specimens. These interesting specimens belong to 
the Liverpool Museum." 



35. Isodictya juqosa, Bow.^ ii, 296; in, PL L, figs. 
11—14. 

1867 Gellius jugo9U8, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc, p. 638. 

Habitat. — Nullipore dredged near the entrance of 
Westport Bay, Co. Mayo, is remarkable on account of 
the large number of rare sponges which grow upon it, 
nestling among the branches, and filling up the spaces 
between them. One of these sponges was returned 
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to me by Dr. Bowerbank labelled " Isodictya jugosa ? *' 
(N.). 



36. Isodictya palmata {Johnston)^ ii, 311 ; iii, PI. LII. 

1861 Haliclona palmata, Bow. List Brit. Marine Invert. 
Fatma (Brit. Assoc), p. 71. 

Habitat. — This is one of the finest of British 
sponges, and very large specimens are occasionally 
brought up attached to the hooks of the " long lines " 
set by the fishermen of Holy Island, Northumberland 

(NO. 



37. Isodictya teunoa, Bow., n. sp., iv, Plate XI, figs. 
5—10. 

" Sponge massive, sessile. Surface oven, smooth. 
Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous, appa- 
rently congregated in aspiculous areas. Dermal 
membrane abundantly spiculous; spicula irregularly 
dispersed, acerate, slender. Skeleton symmetrical; 
primary lines multispiculous, irregular in number of 
spicula, rarely more than one spiculum wide ; second- 
ary lines unispiculous, occasionally bi- or trispiculous ; 
spicula subfusiformi-acerate, short, and rather stout. 
Interstitial membranes furnished abundantly but irre- 
gularly with slender, acerate, tension spicula, same as 
those of the dermal membrane. Internal defensive 
spicula attenuato-acuate, very minute, with more or 
less truncated bases, which are incipiently spinous. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, externally, dark purple ; 
internally, nut-browD. 
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** Habitat. — Westport Bay, Ireland, 5 fathoms ; Rev. 
A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — ^In the dried state. 

" I received a considerable number of specimens of 
this sponge for examination from my friend the Rev. 
A. M. Norman, who informed me that they were 
dredged in about 5 fathoms just inside of the Light- 
house at Westport Bay, Ireland. They were of 
various sizes, but all of them irregularly massive in 
form. The largest is two and a half inches in length, 
one and a half inch in breadth, and three quarters of an 
inch in thickness; the smallest one does not exceed 
half an inch in diameter. They all agree very closely 
in the dark purple surface colour, and their surfaces 
are mostly smooth; but in the two largest the sur- 
faces are slightly granulated. The dermal mem- 
brane is furnished with numerous, slender, acerate, 
tension spicula, which are rather irregularly dis- 
tributed, being numerously dispersed in some parts 
and sparingly so in others ; and there are also irregu- 
larly shaped areas in which there are few or none of 
them, and in these areas a few open pores were 
observed. These areas are very characteristic of the 
species. They are just such as those observable in 
Isodictya indistimta. The primary lines of the skele- 
ton vary to some extent in the number of the spicula 
composing them, but in all they are more or less 
multispiculous. The secondary lines of the skeleton 
are numerous and are rather regularly disposed, so 
that the general form of the skeleton-rete is, to a ver\^ 
considerable extent, symmetrical. 

" The tension spicula of the interstitial membranes 
are not so numerous as they are on the dermal one. 
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The internal defensive spicula are especially charac- 
teristic of the species, but they are by no means easy 
of detection, as they are rather few in number and 
very small, requiring a power of not less than about 
1000 linear to exhibit their forms and proportions 
distinctly, and when in situ^ immersed in the sarcode, 
it is very rarely that they can be detected. When 
portions of the sponge have been boiled in nitric acid 
and the spicula mounted in Canada balsam, they may 
by careful observation be detected sparingly dispersed 
among the other spicula, but even then they may 
readily escape observation from their minuteness and 
from the strong resemblance they have to fragments 
of broken spicula. Their form is regularly attenuated 
from base to apex, and there are no spines upon any 
other part than just at the basal extremity, and there 
the spines are few in number and very inefficiently 
produced, and the square truncated form of the base 
gives them very much the appearance of a broken 
basal termination, but when examined with a suffi- 
ciently high power they are especially characteristic of 
the species. Their average length is -j^ inch, and 
their greatest diameter ^oW inch. The degree of 
their basal spination also varies to some extent. The 
one represented by Fig. 9 is the most profusely spined 
one that I have seen. Fig. 10 exhibits about the average 
amount of spination, and occasionally one may be seen 
upon the base of which no spines can be detected. 

" The only species that is at all liable to be con- 
founded with L trunca is I. jugosa^ but it is readily 
distinguished by the total absence of retentive spicula, 
which are sufficiently abundant in the last-named 
species to at once distinguish it from the one under 
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description, and in I. jugosa there are no internal 
defensive spicula. 

" This species appears to be rather abundant at the 
locaKty from which Mr. Norman obtained it, but I 
have not received specimens of it from any other place." 



38. ISODICTTA INPUNDIBULIFOBMIS(JbAn«<(Wl), II, 317; III, 

PL LIV. 

1867 TragoBia infundibrdiformie, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., 

p. 513. 
1876 PhaJcellia iwfundibvli/ormiSi Garter. Ann. Nat. Hiet., 

ser. 4, vol. xviii, p. 240. 

Habitat. — Deep water in the Minch (N.). Mr. 
Carter (1. c.) records this sponge as having been pro- 
cured in the " Porcupine " Expedition of 1869 down 
to a depth of 345 fathoms. 

The ordinary size of this sponge when fairly grown 
is about four inches high, and five or six inches in the 
diameter of the cup. My largest example, however, is 
nine inches across the lips of the cup and four and a 
half inches high. This has a simple crateriform 
shape, but another, which is seven and a half in dia- 
meter, divides a little above the base into seven fan- 
shaped lobes, which expanding overlap each other in 
regular order, so that the whole make a shallow but 
well-formed cup. 



39. ISODIOTYA DISSIMILIS, J?0?(?., II, 318; III, 139, PI. 

LV, figs. 1—3. 

1867 Tragosia dianmUiSf Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc, p. 518. 

This is one of the only British sponges which 
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Schmidt has identified with those found by himself in 
the Mediterranean and Adriatic Seas. He synony- 
mises it with his Axinella polypoides ('Spongien- 
Fauna des Atlantischen (jebietes/ 1870, p. 77). 

40. ISODICTYA GBACILIS, jB0U\, II, 331 ; III, PI. LVIII, 

figs. 23—26. 

41. IsoniOTYA INVALIDA, BoW.^ Ill, 289, PI. LXXXV, 

figs. 8—10. 

Habitat. — I procured a massive specimen an inch 
and a half long, rather more than an inch broad, and 
three quarters of an inch high, having five or six 
conspicuous oscular openings, between tidemarks at 
Westport Bay, Co. Mayo, this being a second locality 
for the species (N.). 

42. IsoDiCTYA NoEMANi, Bow., II, 320 ; III, PI. LVI, 
figs. 1—5 ; I, PI. XXXVI, fig. 376. 

43. ISODICTYA CORIACBA, BoiO.y III, 228, PI. LXXVI, 

figs. 7—12. 

1881 Dirrhopalum coriaceum, Ilidlej. Lin. Soc. Jour. Zoology, 
XT, p. 481, PL xxix, fig8. 3—7. 

44. ISODIOTYA HISPIDA, Boic, n. Sp., IV, PI. XII, 

figs. 1—5. 

" Sponge massive, sessile; surface even, minutely his- 
pid. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. 
Dermal membrane abundantly spiculous ; tension 
spicula acuate, nearly equal in length, but variable in 
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diameter, rather evenly dispersed; retentive spicula 
bidentate, equi-anchorate, minute, few in number. 
Skeleton rather irregular in structure ; primary 
lines of rete uni- or bispiculous, rarely trispiculous ; 
spicula acuate, comparatively large, uniform in size ; 
secondary lines uni- or rarely bispiculous ; tension 
spicula acuate, slender, few in number; retentive 
spicula bidentate, equi-anchorate, frequently rather 
more numerously dispersed in the interstitial mem- 
branes than in the dermal one. Sarcode rather abun- 
dant. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, dark grey. 

" Habitat. — Roundstone Bay, Ireland ; Rev. A. M. 
Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" I received two small specimens of this sponge, deeply 
embedded amid the short branches of two specimens 
of Nullipora polymorpha. To the unassisted eye their 
surfaces appeared smooth and even, but when sections 
at right angles to the surface were examined in Canada 
balsam it was seen that they were abundantly hispid, 
the hispidation being produced by the prolongation and 
projection of the distal terminations of the primary 
fibres of the skeleton. These defensive organs most 
frequently consist of two or three spicula, which diverge 
slightly from each other, and are frequently projected 
more than the length of a single spiculum beyond the 
surface of the dermal membrane. This mode of arma- 
ture is very characteristic of the species. The .dermal 
membrane is abundantly supplied with tension spicula, 
which are irregularly but rather evenly dispersed, so 
that they sometimes appear to simulate a widely-con- 
structed reticulation. They are about the same length 
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tis those of the skeleton, but while those of the skeleton 
are nearly uniform in length and diameter, those of 
the dermis, although tolerably uniform in length, vary 
to a great extent in their diameter, many of them not 
being half the diameter of a completely developed 
skeleton one, many of which are intermixed with those 
of the dermis. An average-sized skeleton-spiculum 
measured x^^ inch in length, and its greatest diameter 
was 4^\^ inch. 

" The bidentate, equi-anchorate, retentive spicula are 
very sparingly dispersed in the dermal and interstitial 
membranes ; they are best seen in the latter in situj as 
in the former they are to a great extent obscured by 
the abundance of the sarcode in which they are im- 
mersed. They are very slender and delicate in their 
structure, requiring a power of about 400 linear to 
render them distinctly to the eye. They are uniform 
in size. One of the largest measured ytoo ^^^^ i^ 
length." 

45. IsoDiCTYA FUCOEUM {Johuston)^ II, 322 ; iii, PI. LVI, 

figs. 16—19. 

Habitat. — Dredged off the Durham Coast and off* 
Saints Bay, Guernsey (N.). 

46. IsoDiCTYA Alderi, Bow.^ II, 323 ; in, PI. LVI, 

figs. 20—26. 

47. IsoDiCTYA Edwardii, £oio., II, 325 ; iii, PI. LVIII, 

figs. 15—18. 

Hahitat. — Three fragments of massive form, and 
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showing a tendency to branch, measuring from half to 
three quarters of an inch long, have been thus deter- 
mined by Dr. Bowerbank. I procured them among 
the Hebrides, I think in the Minch (N.). 



48. IsoDiCTTA LOBATA (Moutogu)^ II, 326 ; III, PI. LVIII, 
figs. 19—22. 

1867 Coryhas lohata. Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 537. 



49. ISODICTTA PAUPEBA, Bow.^ II, 328 ; III, PI. LV, 

figs. 4—7. 

1861 Halich<mdria pavpera,'Bowerhank» List British Marine 
Invert. Eacina (Brit. Assoc.), p. 69. 

Habitat. — Growing intermixed with Microciona plu- 
mosa^ between tide-marks at Herm (N.). 



50. ISODIOTYA UNIFORMIS, £0W.^ II, 329 ; III, PI. LV, 

figs. 8—10. 



61. IsoDiCTYA Claekei, JBow.^ II, 330 ; iii, PI. XLIX, 
fig. 6 ; PI. LVI, figs. 11—16. 

1861 Halichondria Clariei, Bowerbank. List Brit. Marine 
Invert. Fauna (Brit. Assoc.), p. 69. 

Habitat. — Three fragments of this rare sponge, each 
about three quarters of an inch long, are in my cabinet, 
which probably when found formed one continuous 
branch, and then would have been an inch and three 
quarters long, and a sixth of an inch in greatest 
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diameter. These fragments were dredged in West- 
port Bay (N.). 



52. IsODiCTYA Bableei, Bow., II, 333 ; iii, PL LVII. 



63. ISODICTYA LAOINIOSA, Bow.^ Ill, 219, PL LXXV, 

figs. 1 — 5. 

1868 laodictya laeiniosa, Bowerbank. Last Report of Dred- 
ging among the Shetland Isles ; Norman on Forifera; 
Brit. Assoc. Report, 1868 (1869), p. 333. 

Habitat. — A small specimen dredged by Dr. Gwyn 
Jeffreys and myself in deep water in the Minch, and 
now in my cabinet, was considered by Dr. Bower- 
bank to be referable to this species (N.). 



54. IsoDicTYA DUBiA, Bow., Ill, 325, PL XC, figs. 4 — 7. 

^^HaMtat — *Westport bay, 4 fathoms. Orange 
coloured when alive.' 

" I received two specimens of this species from the 
Rev. A. M. Norman thus labelled. They are both 
upon matted masses of slender fuci, one five inches in 
length, and the other four inches, and in the lobu- 
lated form and mode of disposition on the fuci they 
very closely resemble the type-specimen represented 
in PL XO, *Mon. Brit. Spongiadae.' The lobulous 
form appears in most cases to be derived from the 
sponge encasing short branches of the stems of the 
fuci. On making transverse sections of some of the 
lobes which had never undergone compression I found 
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the arrangement of the skeleton tissues much more 
regular than in those of the type-specimen, while in 
others the same confusion of the structures prevailed. 
In all the anatomical characters these specimens were 
in perfect accordance with those of the type-sponge, 
excepting that there was a slight difference in the size 
of the spicula. The spicula of the younger parts of 
Mr. Norman's specimens were of the same size as 
those of the type-specimen, but in the old and more 
mature parts they were rather longer and stouter than 
those of the type-sponge in the Liverpool Museum." 

65. ISODICTYA IMITATA, Bow., Ill, 226, PI. LXXVI, 

figs. 3 — 6. 

56. ISODICTYA NODOSA, BotO.^ U. Sp., IV, PI. XII, 

figs. 6—7. 

" Sponge massive, sessile, more or less nodose, para- 
sitical. Surface minutely rugose. Oscula simple, 
large, frequently terminating in nodous elevations. 
Pores conspicuous, dispersed. Dermal membrane 
pellucid, sparingly spiculous ; tension spicula sub- 
fusiformi-acuate, same as those of the skeleton. 
Skeleton multispiculous, rather irregular, secondary 
lines irregular, varying from umspiculous to bi- or tri- 
spiculous; spicula subfusiformi-acuate, minute, vari- 
able in diameter. Interstitial membranes aspiculous. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, light brown. 

''Habitat. — Birterbuy Bay, Ireland. Rev. A. M. 

Norman. 

** Examined. — In the dried state. 



142 BRITISH SPONGIADJl. 

" I received a single specimen of this species, three 
inches in length and one and a half inch in width, 
embracing numerous slender stems of a zoophyte, so 
that the specimen assumed the form of irregularly- 
inosculating branches, occasionally having upon them 
nodous elevations with a single large simple osculum 
at the apex ; other large simple oscula were dispersed 
on the sponge, the margins of which were scarcely, if 
at all, elevated above the dermal surface ; some of the 
oscula were two lines in diameter. The minute 
rugosity of the surface is produced by the projection 
of the distal terminations of the primary lines of the 
skeleton beyond the dermal surface. The porous 
areas were visible in many parts by the aid of a lens of 
two inches focus. The dermal membrane has no 
special spicula appropriated to it. The dermal areas 
are most frequently aspiculous, but occasionally a few 
stray skeleton spicula are dispersed on their surfaces. 
The skeleton-rete is rather irregular, and the number 
of spicula in the primary lines vary to a considerable 
extent, and they are rarely so few as to allow of their 
being counted. The secondary lines are also irregular. 
A single spiculum frequently suffices to connect two of 
the primary lines, but they vary from one or two to 
four or five loosely clustered together. The whole of 
the spicula, whether stout or slender, are of the same 
form — fusiformi-acuate — the proximal end always 
being of less diameter than the middle of the shaft, 
but whether adult or immature they vary to some 
extent in their length. 

" This sponge is very simple in its structural charac- 
ters, but it is well distinguished from other nearly 
allied species by the forms of its spicula, and by the 
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total absence of retentive spicula in any part of the 
sponge/* 



57. IsoDiCTTA INVOLUTA, Bow., n. sp., IV, PI. X, figs. 
1—4. 

" Sponge massive, coating parasitically ; surface 
smooth and even. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores 
inconspicuous. Dermal membrane abundantly spicu- 
lous ; spicula acuate, slender, dispersed. Skeleton- 
rete regular; areas one spiculum wide; primary line 
mostly multispiculous ; secondary lines regularly dis- 
posed, uni- or bispiculous ; spicula acuate, stout. In- 
terstitial membranes spiculous ; tension spicula slender,, 
acuate, same as those of the dermis, rather numerous. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, dark brown. 
• " Habitat. — Dredged in Westport Bay, Ireland ; Rev. 
A. M. Norman. 

*^ Examined. — In the dried state. 

** I received a single specimen of this species for exa- 
mination from the Rev. A. M. Norman. It entirely 
fills up the interstices of a small specimen of Nullipora 
polymorpha an incli and a half in length by an inch 
in breadth, leaving only the extremities of the small 
branches visible. 

" The anatomical structures are simple, but very cha- 
racteristic. The dermal membrane is abundantly sup- 
plied with tension spicula of a very slender acuate 
form, their diameter being not more than about one 
third of that of the skeleton-spicula, while the lengths 
of the two are very nearly equal ; their mode of disposi- 
tion is quite irregular, crossing each other in every pos- 
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sible direction. The skeleton-rete is very regularly con- 
structed, the primary lines consisting of from two or 
three spicula in thickness to a greater number than can 
be counted. The secondary lines rarely contain more 
than two spicula at nearly equal (^stances, so that the 
areas of the rete are nearly equal-sized oblongs. The 
spicula are of a stout acuate form and are of nearly equal 
size. The tension-spicula of the interstitial membranes 
are like those of the dermis, and in some parts are 
rather numerously dispersed." 



58. ISODICTYA PEETENUIS, BoiO., n. Sp., IV, PI. XIII, figS. 

1—4. 

" Sponge massive, sessile. Surface even, slightly 
hirsute. Oscula simple, dispersed, few in number. 
Pores inconspicuous. Dermal membrane spiculous; 
spicula dispersed, not very abundant, minutely acuate, 
long and very slender. Skeleton-rete open and 
very diffuse, rather irregular. Primary lines multi- 
spiculous ; secondary lines bi- or trispiculous ; spicula 
minute, acuate, long and slender, very little larger 
than that of the dermis. Interstitial membranes 
sparingly spiculous ; spicula same as those of the 
dermal membrane. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, nut-brown. 

" Habitat — Tidemarks, Westport Bay, Co. Mayo, 
1874; Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" There is nothing remarkable or especially charac- 
teristic in the external appearance of this sponge, of 
which there were three specimens. The largest example 
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envelopes irregularly the stem of a slender fucus for 
about three inches in length, and a projecting portion 
of it, about the size of a small hazel-nut, has a central > 
canal about the eighth of an inch in diameter running 
through it and terminating at its summit as if it were 
the termination of a cloacal cavity, but I could not, 
without destroying the root of the sponge, determine 
whether this character prevailed throughout the whole 
of the sponge. The general mass is rather irregular 
in its anatomical structure, and consists of but one 
form of spiculum, very minute, slender, and purely 
acuate, those of the skeleton varying from the 
dermal ones only in being slightly the stouter of the 
two. The extreme tenuity of these organs is, in 
truth, the most striking specific character of the 
sponge, and it readily separates it from other nearly 
allied species, as it requires a power of not less than 
about 400 linear to define either those of the skeleton 
or the dermal membrane with certainty. An average- 
sized spiculum of the dermal membrane measured 
5^ inch in length, and its greatest diameter ]^5^o^ 
inch. Two of skeletbn-spicula measured xir iiich in 
length and ^qooo ^^^^ ^^ diameter, and yir ^^^^ ^^ 
length and jtiVj ^^ch in diameter. The dark amber- 
coloured sarcode is sufficiently abundant in all parts of 
the sponge to render it rather difficult to see the 
spicula distinctly tnaifo/; and their separation from the 
sponge by boiling a portion of it in nitric acid, and 
mounting the spicula in Canada balsam, is quite neces- 
sary to obtain a clear idea of their forms and propor- 
tions. I examined the membranous structures and 
the spicida thus prepared and mounted with great 
care, but I could not detect any other forms of 

VOL. IV. 10 
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spicula belonging to the sponge. A few adventitious 
spioula of mucli greater size from other sponges were 
embedded on its surface and amid its structures." 



69. ISODIOTYA SCITULA, Bow.^ n. Sp., IV, PI. IV, figs. 

1—3, and PI. IX, figs. 1—3. 

• " Sponge massive, sessile. Surface even, minutely 
but strongly hispid. Oscula simple, dispersed, minute. 
Pores inconspicuous. Dermal membrane spiculous, 
spicula dispersed ; tension-spicula acuate, few in num- 
ber, same size as those of the skeleton; retentive 
spicula bidentate equi-anchorate, very minute and 
slender, rather sparingly dispersed. Skeleton — pri- 
mary lines multispiculous ; secondary lines, mostly uni- 
spiculous ; rather irregularly disposed ; spicula acuate, 
small. Interstitial membranes pellucid, aspiculous. 

" Colour — In the dried state, light ochreous yellow. 

" Habitat. — Roundstone Bay, Ireland ; Rev. A. M. 
Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" I received several specimens of this pretty little 
sponge from my friend the Rev. A. M. Norman for 
examination ; they were seated amid the branches of 
small specimens of Nullipora polymorpha, and none of 
them exceeded the size of a large pea. To the un- 
assisted eye the surface appears even and smooth, and 
it is only when a portion of the surface is mounted in 
Canada balsam and viewed with a power of about 100 
linear, that it is seen to be abundantly and strongly 
hispid, the hispidation being produced by the projec- 
tion of the distal terminations of the primary fibres of 
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the skeleton. The spicula, slightly diverging from each 
other, form a very striking and effective defence to the 
structures beneath them. 

"The oscula require the aid of a lens of an inch 
focus to render them distinct to the eye. 

"The dermal membrane is rather sparingly fur- 
nished with tension-spicula ; but the minute bidentate 
equi-anchorate retentive spicula are much more numer- 
ously embedded in the sarcode of the membrane, but 
from their minuteness they may very readily escape 
observation. Two of the largest measured j^i ^^^ 
and i^^ inch in length, and the shafts of the dentes 
are extremely slender, requiring a power of about 400 
linear to render them distinct to the eye, in sitH^ 
when mounted in Canada balsam. They are not 
evenly dispersed ; in some parts they are rather few 
in number while in other parts they occur in much 
greater numbers. The primary lines of the skeleton 
consist of from three to five or six spicula in the fas- 
ciculus, very rarely more. The interstitial membranes 
are very pellucid ; and, although I searched diligently 
for them, I could not find the slightest indication of 
either tension or retentive spicula." 



60. ISODICTYA COLLINA, Bow., U. Sp., IV, PI. XIV, figS. 

e— 13. 

"Sponge sessile, massive, tumulous. Surface mi- 
nutely hispid. Oscula slightly elevated and marginated, 
terminating each tumulus. Pores inconspicuous. Der- 
mal membrane reticulated ; rete unispiculous, spicula 
acuateor subfusiformi-acuate, stout, as long as those 
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of the skeleton; tension spicula acuate, long and 
slender, very few in number ; retentive spicula biha- 
mate, simple and contort, large but slender, very few 
in number ; also bidentate equi-anchorate minute and 
rather numerous ; and dentate palmato-equi-anchorate, 
few in number. Skeleton — ^primary lines multispicu- 
lous, spicula rather numerous, acuate, short and stout ; 
secondary lines rarely more than bispiculous. Inter- 
stitial membranes spiculous ; spicula same as those of 
the dermal membrane, but fewer in number. 

" Colour. — ^Alive, orange ; dried, ochreous yeUow. 

" Habitat — ^Boundstone Bay, Ireland ; Rev. A. M. 
Norman. 

** Examined. — From spirit. 

^* I received this sponge in a small bottle of spirit 
fix)m the Rev. A. M. Norman. It consists of five 
small tumulous masses irregularly disposed on a 
portion of the roots of Fucus. The largest does not 
exceed half an inch in height, and very little more in 
its greatest basal diameter. There is no appearance of 
hispidation of the surface of the sponge to the unas- 
sisted eye, but when a section at right angles to the 
surface is mounted in Canada balsam it becomes strik- 
ingly apparent. It is produced by the projection of 
the distal termination of the primary lines of the 
skeleton for about the length of a single spiculum, and 
when thus projected they separate at small angles to 
the axis of the skeleton-fibre, thus forming slight 
groups of very effective external defensive spicula. The 
oscula are situated one on each tumuloid mass of the 
sponge; they are slightly elevated and when fully 
developed have a thin margin, and have every appear* 
ance of being cloacal orifices rather than oscula. 
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^' The dermal membrane is thin and pellucid and the 
rete with which it is f mTiished is regular, but the areas 
differ somewhat in form, but rarely vary from that 
of a triangle. The tension-spicula are very slender 
and much longer than those of the rete, and they 
require a power of about 400 linear to render their 
forms distinct to the eye. The bihamate retentive 
spicula are very few in number, and from their slender 
proportions are not readily to be detected in situ; an 
average-sized one measured j\^ inch in length. The 
bidentate equi-anchorate spicula are by far the most 
numerous of all the retentive forms ; they are rather 
irregularly distributed on the dermal membrane, some- 
times they occur in considerable numbers, while on 
other parts they are few in number ; they are very 
minute and slender, not exceeding n^ inch in length 
and require a power of about 500 linear to render 
their forms distinctly to the eye. The dentate- 
palmato-equi-anchorates are very few in number, 
their pahns are short but well produced, and they 
are of the same length as the bidentate-equi-ancho- 
rates. 

" The skeleton is very regular and compact in its 
structure, and in conjunction with the other parts of 
its organisation renders this species readily distin- 
guishable from any other nearly allied species. The 
retentive spicula are very sparingly dispersed on the 
interstitial membranes, and they are not readily 
distinguished in situ amid the sarcode in which they 
are immersed. 

*^ In a small portion of the basal membrane of the 
sponge the long slender acuate tension-spicula were 
much more numerous than on the dermal membrane. 
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and on some portions of it they exliibited an inclination 
to fasciculation/' 



61. IsoDiOTYA Bbanii, Bow.^ II, 334 ; iii, PI. LVIII, 

figs. 1 — 6. 

1881 ClaXkrick Beawii, Ridley. Jour. Lin. Soc. Zoology, ziz, 
p. 485. 

62, IsoDiOTTA FUNALis, JJow;., n. sp.,iv, PI XV, figs. 6 — 

10. 

1875 Isodidya funalis, Bowerbank. Jeffreys and Norman, 
Submarine Cable Fauna, Ann. Nat. Hist., ser 4, 
vol. XV, p. 176. 

** Sponge massive, sessile. Surface smooth, but un- 
even. Oscula simple, dispersed, minute. Pores in- 
conspicuous. Dermal membrane pellucid, spiculous ; 
tension-spicula acuate, short and stout, subfasciculate, 
rather numerous, basally incipiently spinous ; retentive 
spicula bi- and tridentate equi-anchorate, rather nu- 
merous, and rarely palmato-tridentate equi-anchorate ; 
also simple and contort, bihamate, minute and very 
slender, rather few in number. Skeleton — spicula 
acuate, stout, rather short, basally incipiently spinous ; 
primary lines tri- or quadrispiculous, rarely more; 
secondary lines mostly unispiculous, rarely more than 
bispiculous. Interstitial membranes sparingly spicu- 
lous ; spicula same as those of the dermal membrane. 

" Colour. — In the dried state, milk-white. 

*' Habitat. — On one of the Atlantic cables 160 miles 
from the Lands End in 200 fathoms ; Sir James 
Anderson* 

** Examined. — In the dried state. 
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" On October 8th, 1874, 1 received five specimens 
of this species from my friend the Rev. A. M. Norman 
for examination. They were brought up attached to 
one of the Atlantic cables by stems of a Hydrozoon 
which they surrounded in small masses not exceeding 
half an inch in length and three or four lines in 
greatest diameter. They were in a good state of 
preservation, but were very friable. A few minute 
simple oscula were detected by the aid of a lens of two 
inches' focus. The dermal membrane afibrds good 
specific characters. The disposition of the tension 
spicula is irregular to a very considerable extent ; their 
fasciculi sometimes contain eight or ten spicula 
loosely compacted, at other times they consist of only 
two or three with single spicula dispersed in various 
directions around them. They are very equable in 
size, and are purely acuate in form. The retentive 
spicula are not very numerous, and are very irregu- 
larly distributed ; the bidentate equi-anchorate pre- 
dominate in number ; the tridentate ones are less 
numerous, and the palmato-tridentate equi-anchorate 
ones of very rare occurrence. The bihamate retentive 
spicula are few in number ; they are very minute, and 
require a power of about 300 linear to render them 
distinct to the eye. The skeleton is somewhat 
irregular in its mode of disposition, but small portions 
of it in parts that have not suffered from compression 
presented a tolerably regular mode of structure. A 
very few retentive spicula were observed on some 
parts of the interstitial membranes, but I did not 
detect any of the tension spicula on those organs. 

" This species is not referable to any known British 
one, but it is very probable that we shall hereafter 
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find it in deep water in the neighbourhood of our own 
coasts, as we frequently meet with the deep-water 
species near the Orkneys and Shetland. 



,63. IsoDioTYA Hyndmani, Bow. 

1866 Halichondria Hyndmani, ii, 264; lii, 115, pL zlvi, 

fifjs. 7—15. 

1867 Alebum Hyndmani, Qnj. Proo. Zool. Soc., p. 534. 
1874 Isodictya Jgyndmani, iii, 358. 

** Among the specimens of British sponges in spirit 
received from the Rev. A. M. Norman thera were 
some portions of the roots of fuci with thin incrus- 
ting sponges upon them. On one of these was a thin 
layer of I. Hyndmani labelled * Yellow, Roundstone 
Bay.' The usual locality of this species is on Pecten 
opercularis, and this is the second case of my having 
found it incrusting either fuci or zoophytes. Although 
but in a very young condition its structural characters 
were very strongly produced, and the bipocellated and 
unipocellated retentive spicula were more numerous 
than is usually the case.^ 
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64. Isodictya lubida, Bow.^ ii, 336; iii, PI. LVIII, 
figs. 27—32 ; PI. LXXXH, fig. 1. 

" Among the sponges received from the Rev. A. M. 
Norman was a small, massive specimen of this species, 
an inch and a quarter in length ; it was dredged in 
thirty-five fathoms off the Durham coast. The sponge 
was in the dried state, and in excellent condition for 
microscopical examination, and in some thin slices at 
right angles to the dermal surface I found in some 
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portions of the interstitial membranes several very 
minute bihamate spicula dispersed on the dermal 
membrane. They are very minute, slender, and 
require a power of at least 300 linear to render them 
distinctly to the eye. I did not detect this form of 
retentive spiculum in either of the specimens of the 
species previously examined.'' 



65. ISODIOTYA FIMBBIATA, Bow.^ IF, 337 ; III, PI. LVIII, 

figs. 7—14. 

1861 Haliehondriafinibruita, Bowerbank. List Brit. Marine 

Invert. Fauna (Brit. Absoc.), p. 69. 
1861 Tereiufimbriattt8,QTBj. Proc. Zool. Soe., p. 537. 

This interesting sponge lias been recorded by 
Schmidt as having been found in the seas near 
Denmark and Greenland.* 



66. ISODIOTTA TUMULOSA, Bow., Ill, 344, PI. XCII, figs. 

1—7. 



67. IsoDiCTYA EUGOSA, Bow.^ Ill, 332, PL XCI, figs. 
1—5. 

*^ On the 23rd June, 1875, 1 received a specimen of 
this sponge in a bottle of sea- water in a living con- 
dition from Mr. Hillier. of Ramsgate. In the living 
condition the surface is not nearly so rugose as in the 
drier state, and the sponge abounds in gelatinous 
sarcode, which it sheds in considerable quantities on 

* ' Grandziige einer Spongien-Fanna dee Atlantisclien Gebietes/ 
1870, p. 80. 
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being plunged in fresh water. In its natural state it 
feels soft and pulpy. On being dried it assumed 
precisely the same appearances as those presented by 
the types figured in Plate XCI, vol. iii, * Mon. Brit. 
Spongiadae.* The size of the specimen was two inches 
and a half long, greatest breadth one inch and a 
quarter, and thickness about half an inch." 



68. IsoDiCTYA iMPLiciTA, Botv.j n. sp., IV, Plate XVI, figs. 
7—14. 

" Sponge massive, parasitical amidst Nullipora poly- 
morpha. Surface smooth. Oscula simple, minute, 
dispersed. Pores inconspicuous. Dermal membrane 
spiculous ; tension spioula dispersed or subfasciculate, 
slender attenuato-acuate, same size and form as those 
of the skeleton; and stout attenuato-acuate, both 
forms basally spinous ; retentive spicula minute, bipo- 
cellate-anchorate, few in number, and rarely minute 
inequi - anchorate. Skeleton irregular and much 
complicated ; primary lines multispiculous ; spicula 
slender, attenuato-acuate, basally incipiently spinous, 
with an intermixture of stout attenuato-acuate ones, 
basally strongly spinous. Secondary lines irregular, 
varying from unispiculous to multispiculous ; spicula 
same as in the primary lines. Interstitial membranes 
sparingly spiculous ; spicula same as in the dermal 
membrane. Sarcode, dark purple. 

* * Colour. — In the dried state, dark purple. 

" Habitat. — ^Westport Bay, Ireland, in 5 fathoms ; 
Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 
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" I received these specimens of this species from my 
friend the Bey. A. M. Norman for examination; the 
largest, slightly exceeding an inch in length, was 
rather less than an inch in diameter ; the other two 
were each slightly less than half the size of the largest 
specimen; they were all embedded amidst the short 
branches of Nullipora polymorpha. They were dredged 
in five fathoms, in Westport Bay, Ireland. The oscula 
are minute, and scarcely visible without the aid of a 
lens of two inches' focus. The dermal membrane was 
thickly coated with dark purple sarcode amidst which 
the tension spicula were embedded rather abundantly ; 
they were mostly irregularly dispersed, but occasion- 
ally they were collected in loose flat fasciculi. The 
spicula are very slender, and their spination requires a 
power of about 500 linear to render- it distinctly to the 
eye. The retentive spicula are very few in number, 
and very difficult to detect in situ. The minute bipo- 
cellate ones are more numerous than the minute 
inequi-anchorates ; both forms require a power of 
about 600 linear to render their proportions distinctly 
visible, and it is only when prepared by boiling in 
nitric acid and mounting in Canada balsam that they 
can be distinctly seen. 

*' The generic characters of this sponge are very diffi- 
cult of discrimination ; situated amidst the short stout 
branches of Nullipora, and penetrated by them in 
every direction. The normal courses of the primary 
and secondary lines of the skeleton are very much 
interfered with by these peculiarities of situation, and 
to such an extent as in many parts to give the 
skeleton structures the more irregular reticulated 
form of a Halichondria ; but notwithstanding these 
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complications the regularly compacted primary lines 
of the skeleton, however devious their courses may 
be, unmistakably characterise the normal structure of 
an Isodictya ; when a careful scrutiny of its structural 
peculiarities is effected. The complication of the ske- 
leton structures is also much increased by the irre- 
gular mode of disposition of the large attenuato-acuate 
spicula, the office of which appears to be really subsi- 
diary to the true skeleton spicula amidst which they 
are irregularly disposed, among both those of the 
primary and secondary series. These spicula have all 
the structural appearances of large internal defensive 
organs; they vary to a considerable extent in size, 
some of the largest being twice as long as the smallest 
ones, but the basal portions appear to be all of nearly 
the same size; but notwithstanding these deceptive 
appearances, none of them were found erect and pro- 
jected into the interstitial cavities of the sponge after 
the mode of the usual disposition of defensive spicula, 
but on the contrary, they all appeared to be prostrate 
among the spicula of either the primary or the secon- 
dary series of the skeleton lines ; and not unfrequently 
a single one might be observed fiilfilling the office of a 
secondary or connecting spiculum between two of the 
lines of the primary skeleton structure. They are 
very much stouter than those of the true skeleton 
spicula, and are very numerous. The basal ends of 
these spicula are abundantly spinous, and the spines 
are strongly produced, terminating hemispherically, 
while the spines of the shaft for about half the length 
of the spiculum become gradually less in size until 
they are at last in quite an incipient state. 

" This remarkable sponge cannot readily be mistaken 
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for either of the very few British species to which it 
is anatomically allied, but from the peculiarities of its 
structural characters it requires more than the usual 
amount of circumspection in its examination to deter* 
mine its species with certainty." 



69. ISODIOTTA IN^QUALIS, BoW.^ U. Sp., IV, PL XVI, figS, 

1—6. 

" Sponge massive, sessile, cavernous. Surface very 
rugged and full of elevated ridges and deep depressions. 
Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores inconspicuous* 
Dermal membrane abundantly spiculous ; tension 
spicula dispersed, subfusiformi-acerate, with obtuse 
terminations, or cylindrical, long and slender, not very 
numerous^ and attenuato-acerate small and short, very 
numerous. Retentive spicula, bidentate equi-ancho- 
rate, few in number ; and bihamate simple and con- 
tort, small and slender, rather numerous. Skeleton 
diffusive, irregular ; primary lines multispiculous ; 
secondary lines irregularly disposed, variable in number 
of their spicula; spicula subfusiformi-acuate, basally 
and apically spinous, rarely entirely spinous; spines 
few in number. Interstitial membranes — ^tension 
spicula attenuato-acerate, small and short, numerous ; 
retentive spicula same as those of the dermis. 

" Colour. — Dark brown in the dried state. 

" Habitat-- 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

^* I received a small specimen of this species from my 
friend the Rev. A. M. Norman, who obtained it among 
others from Mr. D. Robertson. It is a small mass, 
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irregular in form, not exceeding an incli in diameter 
and a quarter of an inch in thickness. Its surface is 
very imeven and irregular, and its substance open and 
more or less cavernous. Prom the state of its under 
surface it has evidently been removed from a rock or 
stone by a sharp knife, and a few slender fticoid stems 
are incorporated in its substance and are adherent to its 
surface. The oscula are simple, none of them were 
more than about -^ inch in diameter ; some of them 
were on the elevated ridges and others in the developed 
portions of the surface. The dermal membrane is 
abundantly furnished with spicula. The tension spicula 
are of two sorts, subfusiformi-acerate or cylindrical 
and numerous small attenuato-acerate ones inter- 
mixed with them ; the former are the true dermal ten- 
sion spicula, while the latter properly appertain to the 
interstitial membranes, but both descriptions are 
numerously distributed on the membrane. The former 
are very irregularly disposed ; on some parts they are 
numerously dispersed without the slightest approach to 
order, while in other parts they are more or less fasci- 
culated and occasionally approach to an irregular reti- 
culation ; the small attenuato-acerate ones appear 
always to be irregularly dispersed. The bidentate, 
equi-anchorate retentive ones are small, but rather 
stout in their proportions ; a f uU-sized one measured 
ig^ inch in length ; they require a power of about 
300 linear to render them distinctly to the eye when 
in situ. The bihamate retentive spicula are more 
numerous than the anchorates. They are rather 
slender in their proportions ; a full-sized one measured 
j^ inch in length. 

'* The structure of the skeleton appears to be in every 



I80DI0TYA. 159 

way very irregular. The primary lines are rarely 
symmetrically disposed and the number of the spicula 
of which they are constructed varies considerably, and 
this, combined with the irregularity of the structure 
and mode of disposition of the secondary portions of 
the skeleton lines, presents the whole in so confused a 
condition as to render the isodictyal characters in 
many parts very difficult of detection, and the abundant 
presence of numerous small, acerate, interstitial tension 
spicula greatly increases the confusion of the structures; 
but a careful observation of the structual peculiarities of 
the primary lines of the skeleton decidedly determines 
their isodictyal character. The skeleton-spicula are 
constant in their structural characters, but they vary to 
a large extent in their diameters and in their mode of 
spination, some of them being sparingly but entirely 
spinous, while others were furnished with a few minute 
spines at the base and apex only. 

** The tension spicula of the interstitial membranes 
are not equally abundant in all parts of the structures ; 
in some parts they abound, while in others they are 
very few in number. 

'* The only two species of British sponges with which 
this species might possibly be confounded are Isodictya 
lurida and J. rugosa. In the first of these two species 
both the skeleton and the dermal tension spicula are 
nearly twice as long as those of /• incequalis, the length 
of a fully developed spiculum being -j-J^ inch, while 
that of J. luHda is -9^ inch, and the latter is also 
much less spinous than the former, and about the 
same inequality in size exists in the tension spicula 
of the dermal membrane. The skeleton-spicula of 
I. rugosa very closely resemble those of J. inceqiLaUs 
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both in size and form, but the skeleton structure of /• 
rugosa is very mucb more regular in its arrangement, 
and the strikingly fasciculated arrangement of the 
spicula of its dermal membrane combined with absence 
of the small attenuato-acerate spicula that are so 
abundant in J. inmqiialis readily distinguishes the two 
species." 



70. IsoDiOTTA DBPOBMis, Bow.^ n. sp., IV, PI. XIV, figs. 
1—5. 

" Sponge massive, sessile. Surface irregular, very 
rugged. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores incon- 
spicuous. Dermal membrane spiculous ; spicula dis- 
persed, sparingly and rather equably acuate or sub- 
cylindrical, basally incipiently spinous, about the same 
length, but rather less in diameter than those of the 
skeleton ; retentive spicula bihamate, small and slender, 
few in number, and very rarely bidentate-equi-ancho- 
rate. Skeleton — ^primary lines multispiculous ; se- 
condary Unes variable in the number of their spicula, 
irregularly disposed acuate, basally spinous, rather 
short and stout. 

" Colour. — In the dried state light brown. 

" Habitat — ^Wick, North Britain, in deep water j Mr. 
C. W. Peach. 

" Examined. — ^In the dried state. 

'' I received a single specimen of this sponge from my 
friend Mr. 0. W. Peach in 1866 too late for publi- 
cation in vol. ii of this work. It fills nearly the whole 
of the inner surface of a valve of a common Mussel 
shell and is neither attractive nor interesting, but on 
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submitting a portion of it to microscopical examina- 
tion I found that its structural characters could not 
be assimilated with those of any other known species 
of Isodictya. 

• ''The.oscula dispersed on its rugged and uneven 
surface are scarcely perceptible with the aid of a lens 
of about two inches' f ecus, and no indications of the 
pores could be detected even in portions of the dermal 
membrane immersed in Canada balsam. The best 
specific characters are those obtained from the dermal 
membrane, the tension spicula of which are so equably 
arranged on some parts as to closely resemble a 
reticulation, while in other parts they are unmis- 
takably dispersed. Their form is the same as those 
of the skeleton, regularly acuate, and they are basally 
spinous. Their length is y^ inch and their diameter 
g^Vr inch, while those of the skeleton are xir ^^^^ ^^ 
length and -sfsVy ^^^h in diameter. The retentive 
bihamate and bidentate spicula are few in number, 
especially the latter form, and they are so minute as 
to require a power of about 400 linear to render them 
distinct to the eye while in sitH ; and it is a remark- 
able character that the two forms are as nearly as 
possible of the same length, each of them varying 
from yfo to T^trs inch. The bidentate equi-anchorates 
are comparatively stout in their proportions, while 
the bihamates are remarkably slender. This equality 
in the length of the two forms is very unusual, the 
bihamate forms being most frequently twice the length 
of the anchorate ones. Both forms are sparingly dis- 
persed on the interstitial membranes, and the bidentate 
equi-anchorates especially so.'' 

VOL. IV. 11 
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Genua 23. — ^Baphiodesma, Bow^ ni, 235, 

ss Baphiedonna, Bowerbuik. Last Sep. Bxedg. Bbetlaad, Nomian 
on Porifera, Brit. Ajb8oc. Bep., 1868 (1869), p. 338. 

1. Rafhiodbsma flobeuh, Bow.^ II, 190 ; in, 94 Fl* 
XXXVn, figs. 14r-19. 

1866 Hymeniaeidonjloretm, Bowerbank. ii, 190. 

1867 Carmiafloreum^ Gray. Proc ZooL Soc., p. 537. 
1870 Baperiafliorea, Sclunidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 76. 
1874 Baphiodenna floremn^ Bowerbank. in, 94i, pi. xxrvii, 

llgB.14— 19. 

Habitat. — On liying shells of Pecten variuSy oovering 
thickly the Tahres, Laminarian zone, Westport Bay, 
Co. Mayo. The liTing sponge is of a purplish hue 
(N.). 



2» Baphiodesha lingua, Bgw^^ ii, 187 ; ui, 237, 354, 
PI. XLVII, fig. 8. and LXVII, figs. 1—6. 

1861 MtiMihmidria Imgtko^ Bowerbank. List Brit. ICaiine 
Xnyert Fauna (Brit. Assoc.), 1861, p. 69. 

1866 JJyfiMniaeidofi Kfi^ruo, II, 187. 

1867 JtffMb Umgma^ Qray. Proc Zool. Soc., p. 538. 

1868 Bofi hiod^rma caacerwda, Bowerbank. Last Report 

Dredging Shetland Isles^ Norman on Porifera^ Brit. 

Assoc. Beport, p. 333. 
1879 Biperia Kngua, Behnddt. Spong. Ailant., p. 76. 
1874 Bi^hiodMrna Imgwi. in, 237, 854, pL zlrii, fig. 8, and 

Lnrii, figs. 1 — 6. 

This is the most massive and largest of British 
sponges. The specimen in my collection, described in 
vol. iii, p. 354, as eleven inches high, six inches and 
three quarters in breadth near the base, four inches 
near the middle, and one inch and a quarter in thick- 
ness, of tongue-like form, is evidently after all, large 
though it is, only a portion of the entire sponge. The 
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texture of this sponge is totally different frcmi that of 
any other species with which I am acquainted. It 
has very much the appearance as though a mass of 
short pieces of tow had been subjected to great 
pressure so as to unite them together. It is only 
found in very deep water. In 1867 I dredged it in 
company with the type specimen of Isodictya lacinioBa 
in 170 fathoms, twenty to twenty-five miles north by 
west of Burrafirth Lighthouse, Shetland. 



3. Bafhiodesma sikflioissimuh, Bow., in, 324» PL XC, 
figs. 1—3. 

Hahitat. — ^Pilling up the interstices between the 
branches of Nullipara polymorpha dredged in shallow 
water, Westport Bay, Co. Mayo (N.). 



4. Raphiodesma soedidtjm, Bow.^ in, 230, 354, PI. 
LXXVI, figs. 13—19. 



5. Raphiodbsma tallaciostjm, Bow.y n. sp., iv, PI. XVII, 
figs. 7—12. 

"Sponge, coating irregularly. Surface rough and 
ragged. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores incon- 
spicuous. Dermis abimdantly spiculous ; spicula 
acuate, rather long and slender, fasciculated ; fasciculi 
broad and flat, irregularly dispersed j bases and apices 
of the component spicula coincident. Retentive spicula 
dentato-palmate, inequi-anchorate, congregated in 
rosette-shaped groups, and bidentate inequi-anchorate, 
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dispersed, also bihamate, simple or contort, large, few 
in number. Skeleton — ^fasciculi numerous, irregu- 
larly disposed ; spicula subfusiformi-acuate, short and 
stout. 

" Colour. — Nut-brown in the dried state. 

*^ Habitat. — Westport Bay, 6 — 7 fathoms, Ireland; 
Rev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — In the dried state. 

" Among the specimens of British sponges dredged 
in Westport Bay by the Rev. A. M. Norman and sent 
to me for examination, there was a valve of Pecten 
varius, on which there were two patches of sponges ; 
one about an inch in length of Leuconia . nivea, and 
on the opposite side of the valve an incrustation 
of a rough and rugged dark brown sponge an inch 
and a half in length and not quite a quarter of an 
inch in thickness, and this, on a careful microscopical 
examination, proved to be a new species of Baphio- 
desma, in many respects closely resembling in struc- 
ture B. lingua. The surface does not resemble that of 
B. lingiia^ and it has nothing of the tow-like appear- 
ance of that sponge ; on the contrary, it is very rough 
and rugged in appearance and of a dark brown colour. 
In the forms of spicula of the dermis and the skeleton 
the two species correspond to a very considerable 
extent, and they also agree in their respective modes of 
disposition in all parts of the sponges, but they differ 
greatly in their proportions. Thus, although of nearly 
the same form, those of the skeleton of B. lingua are 
Tj^ inch in length and y|-5 inch in diameter, while 
those of B. fallaciosum are only ^ inch in length and 
^5^Qo inch in diameter ; and the same inequality of 
size obtains in the retentive spicula of the rosette-like 
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groups of the dermis. Those of B. lingua measuring 
■3 Jaf inch in length, while those of the similar groups 
in B. fallaciosum were only ^^ inch in length. A 
striking difEerential character also exists in the biha- 
mate, retentive spicula of the two species. In B. lingua 
these organs are exceedingly numerous but very minute 
in the dermal membrane, while the same forms and 
size are entirely absent in the dermis of B. fallaciosum^ 
and in the latter species, in lieu of these minute biha- 
mate organs, there are a few comparatively large and 
strong bihamate spicula sparsely distributed on the 
membrane. The modes of structure and distribution 
of the dermal fasciculi are the same in both species, 
and the same observation holds good regarding the 
structure and congregation of the inequi-anchorate 
spicula of the rosette-like groups of the dermis ; they 
are not composed exclusively of dentato-inequi-ancho- 
rate forms; a few of the bidentates are intermixed 
with them. The number of spicula in one of these 
groups is too numerous to be counted, and they are 
so small as to require a power of about 300 linear to 
render them distinct to the eye. With these closely 
resembling points of structure in the two species a 
close and critical examination and comparison of the 
two species is essentially necessary for a correct discri- 
mination of the two species, but the presence or absence 
of the numerous minute bihamate spicula of the dermis 
of B. lingua represented in Plate LXXVII, fig. 6, 
vol. iii of this work, will, when a portion of the dermal 
membrane of the specimen in course of examination 
is mounted in Canada balsam, usually lead the observer 
to a correct conclusion. The differences n the general 
aspect of the two species may also assist in their dis- 
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crimination, but these are characters upon which very 
little dependence can be placed." 



6. Eaphiodbsma intbembdium, Bow.^ n. sp., nr, PI. AVll, 
figs. 1—6. 

** Sponge incrusting roots of fuci, &c. ; surface un- 
even but smooth. Oscula simple, minute. Fores incon- 
spicuous. Dermal membrane spiculo-reticulated, rete 
irregular, variable in the number of its spicula ; spicula 
acuate, rather long and stout, same as tho^e of the 
skeleton ; retentive spicula bihamate, simple and 
contort, large and numerous, and bidentate inequi- 
anchorate, minute, and few in number. Skeleton 
— ^fasciculi numerous, irregularly disposed, variable in 
the number of their component spicula, bases and 
apices of their spicula coincident ; spicula acuate, 
rather long and stout ; tension spicula acuate, long, 
and slender; retentive spicula same as those of the 
dermis, but less numerous. 

" Golov/r. — ^Alive, scarlet ; dried, light ochreous 
yellow. 

*^ Habitat. — Roundstone Bay, Ireland, on roots of 
Lammaria ; Bev. A. M. Norman. 

" Examined. — ^Prom spirit. 

" I received from my friend the Rev. A. M. Norman 
two small portions of the root-like base of a Laminaria 
covered by a thin incrustation of sponge, the colour of 
which when alive is stated to have been ' scarlet,' 
but when dried was of a light ochreous colour. I 
could not detect the oscula by the aid of a lens of two 
inches' foouSi though they became visible as small simple 
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orifices in the portions of the sponge mounted in 
Canada balsam ; nor could I under any circumstances 
detect the pores. When thus mounted for examina- 
tion the dermal membrane exhibited excellent specific 
characters. Its reticulated structure was exceedingly 
well developed. Q?he rete is variable in the number of 
its component spicula and the areas very variable in 
form, no two of them appearing to be of the same 
shape. There were no slender acuate tension spicula 
in the areas, but the bihamate, retentive spicula were 
rather abundantly but unequally dispersed, and occa- 
sionally, but rather rarely, the bidentate, inequi- 
anchorate, retentive spicula were apparent, but I did 
not observe in any case two of them together indi- 
cating a disposition to congregation into rosette- 
shaped groups. The component spicula of the rete 
are purely acuate, and are of the same size and form 
as those of the skeleton fasciculi. The arrangement 
of the skeleton fasciculi has rather a confused aspect, 
the bundles varying to a very considerable extent in 
the number of their component spicula, and crossing 
each other in every possible direction, and they also 
vary to some slight extent in length, but in all of them 
the bases and apices of their spicula are coincident. 
The confused appearance of the skeleton structure 
is increased to a considerable extent by the abundance 
of the long slender tension spicula which are dispersed 
in all parts of it. The retentive spicula are rather 
sparingly distributed amid the skeleton structures. 

" There are only two species of British Baphiodesma 
that might possibly be confounded with the one in 
course of description — B. simplicissmum and B. sor- 
didvm. In the former species the spicula very closely 
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resemble both in size and form those of B. intermedium, 
but JB. simplicissimumis entirely destitute of bihamate, 
retentive spicula, and in the dermis the spicnla are 
very numerous and are irregularly dispersed, and in 
no degree approaching reticulation. The loosely 
fasciculated dermal spicula and numerous rosette- 
shaped groups of retentive, inequi-anchorate spicula in 
the dermis of B. sordidum readily separate it from 
B. intermedium. In truth the sponge in course of 
description is really an intermediate species between 
B. simplicissimum and B. sordidum. 

" It is quite possible, though not very probable, from 
the rarity of the inequi-anchorate spicula in B. inter- 
medimn that hereafter a few rosette-shaped groups may 
be found in well-developed specimens of the species ; 
as we find in B. sordidum they do not occur equally in 
all parts of the dermal membrane, and in some por- 
tions of it they are entirely absent/* 



Genus 24. — Spongilla, Linn.^ i, 199 ; ii, 10. 

1. Spongilla fluviatilis (Pallas) , ii, 339; i, PL IX, 
figs. 217, 218; PI. XXH, figs. 517—519; in, 
PI. LIX. 

1867 X^hydaUafitmaiiUa, Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc, p. 550. 



2. Spongilla Paefitti, Carter, iii, 298, PI. LXXXVI, 
figs. 5—12. 

1868 SpongiUa Mayeni, var. ParfUti, Parfitt. Sponges of 
Deronshire, Trans. Devon. Assoc. Liter. Sci. and Art, 
p. 17 (separate copy). 
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" On the 7th of February, 1874, I received by post 
from Dr. Battersby five small sponges which he had 
procured from the Lake of Eallarney. * Of these three 
were young Spongilla lacustris^ and two were very 
small and young specimens of Spangilla Parfitti. The 
largest was a thin, nearly circular patch, not quite 
five lines in diameter. The smallest was a similar 
patch, but not more than two lines in diameter. In 
both the incipiently spinous skeleton spicula were 
abundantly present. This is the second habitat 
known of this sponge, and from two out of the five 
specimens sent being of that species we may expect 
hereafter to find it not uncommon in the Lake of 
Killarney. 

** On the 30th of April, 1875, I received some frag- 
ments of Spongilla Parfitti from Dr. Battersby from 
Caragh Lake,* Ireland. Gemmules, or rather ovaria, 
in different states of development, were numerous in 
them.'* 



3. Spongilla soepteipeba, Bow.^ Ill, 800, PI. LXXXVI, 
figs. 15—17. 



4. Spongilla laoustris {Bon.)^ ii, 342 ; i, PL IV, fig. 
90; PI. IX, fig. 203; PI. XXII, fig. 320; in, 
PI. LX. 

Habitat. — ^I found this sponge in 1875 in the neigh- 

* Longli Q9iS2Lf^, Go. Kerry, is famous in tHe eyes of naturalists a& 
the habitat of the remarkable slug C^eomalacuB macvlatus, Allman, 
which lives rather high up upon the rocks of the mountain over- 
hanging the lake. I had the pleasure of procuring it there in 1870. 
It is not rare in this its only known locality (N.). 
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bourhood of Boundstone, Connemara, in a small pool 
not far from Lough Cregduff, the locality of that highly 
interesting plant Naias fiexilia (Rostk.) (N.). 

" In August, 1876, 1 received from my friend Dr. 
Battersby some specimens of Spongilla lacustris from 
Caragh Lake, which are remarkable on account of 
the extreme variety of form that they exhibit. One 
specimen was three inches in height, composed of 
seven slender branches of various length, none of them 
exceeding two lines in diameter. There were no indi- 
cations of ovaria, but in all anatomical details they 
perfectly accorded with the structures of more fully 
developed specimens. The diflference in their general 
aspect is so great as compared with specimens from 
the Thames and other well-known localities that a 
hasty observer might readily be led to believe them 
to be a new species." 



SUBOKDEE IV, I, 200 ; II, 10. 

Oeniis 25. — ^Desmacidon, Bow.^ i, 200 ; ii, 10. 

1. Desmaoidon fkutioosus {Montagu)^ ii, 345 ; iii, 
PL LXL 

Habitat. — ^Pine masses dredged in Fermain Bay, 
Guernsey, in 1865 (N.). 



2. Desmaoidon jBPPREYsn, Bow.^ ii, 304, 347 ; ni, 157, 

PI. Lxn. 

1866 Itodidya rohuiia, U, 90^ 

1866 Dennacidon JeffireytU, zi, 347 ; m, 157, pL lxii« 
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1867 GMiui rchutta, Qnj. Froc. ZooL Soc., p. 538. 

1867 Bienma Jeffreysii, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, p. 539. 

1868 Oceanapia Jeffreynit Norman. Last Report of Dredging 

among the Shetland Islea, Brit. Assoc. Bep.* 1868 
(1869), p. 334. 

It is beyond my comprehension how any one could 
place this species and D. fruticoms in the same genus ; 
now that the structure of Oceanapia Jeffreysii is known. 
Dr. Bowerbank, in referring to my description of 
Oceanapia^ the genus I established, to receive this 
species, quotes a single sentence only of the generic 
character, and subsequently states (III, 161), that I 
" proposed to make it the type of a new genus under 
the designation of Oceanapia from the similarity in 
form of the bulbous mass of the sponge to a swede 
turnip," and then goes on to argue against establishing 
genera on external form I In justice to myself, and 
for the information of the student, I think it well to 
quote here the following account of the sponge which 
I gave in the * Brit. Assoc. Report,* 1868 ; but leave 
it to others to adopt or reject my genus as seems best 
to them : 

" Genus. — Oceanapia,* Norman^ n. g. 

" Sponge consisting of a hollow sphere filled with 
sarcode, surrounded by a hard spongeous crust of a 
very close and compact nature. From the opposite 
poles of the axis of the spherical or ovate body of the 
sponge there spring more or less numerous, simple, or 
branched fistulas of great size and length; these 
fistulas are also furnished at their base with prolon- 
gations which, passing inwards into the central cavity 

* Oceanui, and nopuf , a tnxnip. 
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of the sponge in the form of cyKndrical branching 
tubes, are bathed in the great sarcodous mass. 
Skeleton spioulo-fibrous, irregularly reticulated ; fibres 
polyspiculous, the primary lines (especially of the 
fistul89) of great size. Spicula acerate, stout (Bower- 
bank, Vol. I, PI. I, fig. 2), and very minute, in the 
form of half a ring, * simple bihamate* (Bowerbank, 
Vol. I, PI. V, fig. 109). Dermal membrane reticulate, 
rete for the most part unispiculous, spicula of the 
same two kinds as those of the skeleton. 

" Oceanapia Jeffreysii (fiow. )=De8macidon Jeffreysiiy 
Bow., *Brit. SpongiadaD,' Vol. II, p. 347 =l8odictya 
rohusta^ id., ib., p. 304. 

**In 1861 I dredged a portion of the spherical 
crust of the sponge, from which the fistul89 had been 
abraded. This having been placed in Dr. Bower- 
bank's hands, was considered by him to belong to the 
genus Isodictya^ and is described in his work under 
the name L robusta. In subsequent expeditions to 
Shetland I obtained many detached fistulas, and also 
portions of the crust, which convinced me that the 
entire sponge, when found, would prove to be some- 
thing yery different from what had been imagined by 
Dr. Bowerbank from the type specimen. In 1864 
some of the fistulas were forwarded by Mr. Peach to 
Dr. Bowerbank, who regarded them as a new species 
of JDesmdcidon (D. Jeffreysii). At length during the 
past summer several perfect specimens of the sponge 
have been dredged, and it is thus proved to be a 
remarkable species, perhaps the most interesting, as 
it is also one of the largest of British Porifera. 

" In form and size the adult sponge most strikingly 
reminds us of a full-grown swede turnip. Imagine 
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SUCH a turnip to be going to seed, and to have sent up 
several shoots. Now, break these shoots off four or 
five inches from the bulb, strip off the leaves, as well 
as the fibrous portions of the roots, and scoop out all 
the interior of the turnip, leaving only the rind, and 
you will have a very fair idea of Oceanapia. The rind 
represents the spongeous crust ; the hollow interior is 
a cup filled with sarcode; the broken-off stems are 
the cloacsB, which are of about the size and shape of a 
finger, the smaller specimens having sometimes only 
one, but the larger as many as a dozen such cloacal 
fistula9 of various sizes, which are generally simple, 
but more rarely branched. The roots of the turnip 
represent other fistular appendages of smaller size 
than those which spring from the crown, and of more 
solid and stringy texture. These appear literally to 
take the place of roots, since in one instance they 
grasp a pebble with their extremities, and in other 
cases show evident signs of having been partially 
embedded among sand. My largest specimen con- 
tained nearly a pint of sarcode in the interior. This 
sarcode is of a deeper colour than is usual among the 
sponges, and when the dried Oceanapia is cut open the 
sarcode will be found lying on that side which has been 
downwards when drying, shrunk into a solid deep brown 
or almost black mass, having somewhat the appearance 
and consistency of cobbler'^ wax."* 

3. Drsmacidon Peachii, Brno., ii, 349; iii, PI. LXIII, 
figs. 1—7. 

1867 Biemma Peaehii, Gray. Froo. ZooL Soc., p. 538. 
• Norman, ' Bep. Brit. Assoc./ 18d8 (1869), pp. 334—335. 
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4. Dksmacidok constaiotus, Bow.y iij 350; ni, PL 
LXXI, figfl. 3—10. 

1867 Biemmm ecn^bida. Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, p. 538. 

" When 1 cliaracterised this species it was from the 
only specimen that I had then seen of the sponge, a 
fragment ahout two inches high^ based on the remains 
of a coral, and so completely waterwom that very few of 
its specific characters were available for description. 
Since the completion of Vol. HI of my * Monograph of 
British Sponges * I received, August 20th, 1874, from 
the Rev. Mr. Norman a massive sponge of pale brown 
colour, which he had dredged in Westport Bay, County 
Mayo, Ireland. This, on a microscopical examination, 
proved to be Desmaddon constrictus in a fine state of 
preservation. The breadth of the specimen was three 
inches and a half, the thickness at the summit one inch 
and a quarter, and it tapered gradually downwards to 
the length of two inches and a quarter, terminating in 
a thin blunt basal edge about two inches wide. The 
form of this specimen is unlike that of the type, but 
the perfect state of preservation of all its structures 
enables me to give a more complete idea of its specific 
characters than that afforded by the first description. 

" The surface in the dried state is slightly rugose, 
and sections in Canada balsam beneath a power of 
eighty linear exhibit minute groups, each consisting 
of four or five spicula, projecting through the dermal 
membrane so as to cause it to appear minutely hispid. 
The dermal membrane is abundantly furnished with 
tension spicula, thickly felted on all parts of its 
surface; they are of the same shape and length as 
those of the skeleton fibres, but not above half their 
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diameter ; and the basal constriction^ so characteristic 
o£ the skeleton spicula^ is also present, but not so 
strikingly marked as in the larger ones of the 
skeleton fibres. The simple and contort bihamate 
retentive spicula are dispersed abundantly among the 
tension ones, and among them there are sparingly 
dispersed very minute inequi-bidentate anchorates, 
and a few inequi-dentato-palmates. The lengths of 
the latter two forms average the xiVff*^ inch, while 
the length of the bihamates varied from :yj^th inch 
to -ffj^th inch; and a very few minute and slender 
tricurvate, acerate tension spicula were dispersed among 
them. 

" The oscula are small, simple, round or oval orifices 
dispersed on the surface of the sponge, and are not 
readily detected without the aid of a lens of two inches 
focus. 

" In a specimen of the dermal membrane moimted 
in Canada balsam a few pores in an open condition 
were seen. 

" The interstitial membranes were abundantly spicu- 
lous, but not to such an extent as the dermal, and 
the mode of disposition of the tension spicula was 
somewhat different, as in many parts they were more 
or less fasciculated, the fasciculi being disposed at 
about right angles to the longitudinal fibres, between 
which they were situated. These membranes were 
furnished with the same descriptions of retentive 
spicula as those of the dermal membrane. 

" The additional information obtained from the ex- 
amination of the structures of the specimen described 
above, enables me to render the description of its 
specific characters much more complete, and I pro- 
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pose the following series of characters to replace 
those in Vol. II, p. 350, * Monograph of the British 
Spongiada3.' 

" Sponge massive, sessile. Surface slightly uneven, 
minutely hispid. Oscula simple, dispersed. Pores 
dispersed. Dermal membrane abundantly spiculous; 
tension spicula sub-fusiformi acuate, more or less 
constricted near the basal end, long and slender, very 
numerous, irregular, felted together; and tricurvate 
acerate, small and very slender, few in number; 
retentive spicula simple and contort bihamat^, rather 
small, very numerous ; and bidentate inequi-anchorate 
and dentato-palmato inequi-anchorate, very minute 
and few in number. Skeleton — rete open; fibre 
stout and compact ; spicula subf usif ormi-acuate, more 
or less constricted near the base, long and large. In- 
terstitial membranes abundantly spiculous; tension 
spicula same size and form as those of the dermal 
membrane, dispersed or subfasciculated ; retentive 
spicula same as those of the dermis. 

" Colour. — In the live state pale brown. 

''Habitat. — Shetland, Mr. C. W. Peach; Westport 
Bay, Co. Mayo, Rev. A. M. Norman. 

''Examined. — In the dried state." 



6. Desmacidon incognitos, Bota,, iii, 292, PI. LXXXV, 
figs. 14 — 16. 

6. Desmacidon pannosus, Bow.f iii, 312, PI. LXXXIX, 
figs. 1, 2. 

** When I described and figured this sponge it was 
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from a small specimen an incli in height and about 
three-fourths of an inch in breadth. Since then I 
have received a much better developed specimen for 
examination from my friend Mr. T. Higgin, of Hujton, 
near Liverpool, who obtained it at Guernsey. This 
specimen is irregularly ramified in nearly the same 
plane. It is four inches and a quarter in height from 
its present base, its natural attachment not being 
present. The basal portion of the stem does not 
exceed in height that of the type specimen; imme- 
diately above its base it divides into three branches, 
each of which is about the same diameter as at the 
basal portion; two of the branches are short, but 
the third is two inches and a half in height, and it 
terminates by dividing into several branchlets, thus 
attaining a total height of four inches and a quarter. 
All the larger branches are fistulous, the central 
cavities being large, and the parieties comparatively 
thin ; and one short branch near the base has an open 
termination. 

" This specimen agrees very closely with the type 
in all its structural characters, but the more fully 
developed state of its growth requires an emendation 
of the specific characters derived from its external 
form, and I therefore propose the following to replace 
the one in Vol. Ill, p. 312 : 

"Sponge. Branching irregularly; branches fistu- 
lous,, parieties thin. Surface rough, ragged, and 
open. Oscula unknown. Pores dispersed. Dermal 
membrane rather sparingly spiculous ; spicula acuate, 
slender, same length as those of the skeleton. 
Skeleton-rete very open, fibre compact but rather 
slender ; spicula acuate, short and stout. Interstitial 

VOL. IV. 12 
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membranes rather sparingly spiculous, spicnla same as 
those of the dermal membrane. 

" Colour. — ^In the dried state light brown. 

" Habitat — Jersey, Rev. A. M. Norman ; Guernsey, 
T. Higgin, Esq. 

" Examined. — ^In the dried state. 

'^ Mr. biggin has informed me that he has deposited 
this interesting specimen in the Liverpool Museum, 
where it will be accessible to every student who may be 
desirous of seeing it.'' 



7. Desmaoidon copiosus, Bow.^ hi, 265, 357, PL 
LXXXn, figs. 2—8. 

1869 Detmacidon eopiows. Bow. In ' Notes on a few Hebri- 
dean Sponges, &c.,' Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. A, in, p. 299. 

<< Among some fresh specimens of British sponges 
recently received from my fiHiend, the Rev. A. M. Nor- 
man, were the two valves of a Pecten varius^ one of 
which was entirely covered, and the other very nearly 
so, by this sponge, which did not exceed half an inch 
in thickness at any part of it. Under these circum- 
stances the external characters were very different 
from those of the two specimens previously described, 
their surfaces being smooth and even, but having the 
thin, white, leather-like aspect of the earlier speci- 
mens. Anatomically, the structures were in perfect 
accordance with the type specimen. This sponge 
was dredged by Mr. Norman in Boundstone Bay, 
Ireland." 
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8. Desmaoidon caveenula, Bow. J iii, 268, PI. LXXXII, 
figs. 9—12. 



9. Dbsmacidon eotalis, Bow., hi, 327, PI. XO, figs, 
8—14. 

"Mr. J. G. Waller found a specimen of this rare 
species on a root of Laminaria at Anstey Cove, 
Torquay." 



10. Deshacidon similabis. Bow., hi, 319, PL LXXXTX, 
figs. 14—20. 

" I received a small specimen of this sponge from 
the Rev. A. M. Norman ; it was not more than about 
half an inch in length, but the fragment was in a good 
state of preservation. It was labelled * Scarlet, West- 
port, tidemark.' A second specimen, also from West- 
port, but dredged in five fathoms, differs considerably 
from the type represented in Vol. Ill, PL LXXXTX, 
fig. 14, inasmuch as it is not parasitical. It is a 
rudely cup-shaped mass, two inches in height, with a 
very short pedicle, and is so unlike the forms of the 
specimens previously described as to be very likely to 
mislead the student who trusts in any degree to form 
as a discriminating character. It has been too well 
washed to retain all its specific anatomical characters 
as perfectly as those of the type specimen, but 
sufficient remain to place its identification beyond a 
doubt." 
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11. Desmacidon jiGAOBOPHiLus (ScouUr, MS.), 11, 352j 
I, PI. XIII, fig. 264; III, PI. LXni, figs. 8—14 ; 
PI. LXXXIII, fig. 23. 

1867 JEgcigrophila varian^^ Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc., p. 533. 
1870 Esperia €tgagrophila, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant., p. 77 . 

" Among the sponges sent to me for examination by 
the Rev. A. M. Norman there was a specimen of Des- 
macidon cBgagropilus labelled * Tidemarks, Birterbuy 
Bay.* It was of an irregular form, two and a half 
inches long by two inches at the greatest width, but it 
did not exceed half an inch at its greatest thickness. 
It was of a dull cream-yellow colour, and its upper 
surface was abundantly corrugated or minutely papil- 
lated, and the general aspect was that of ^ a very 
characteristic specimen of the species. On taking 
sections at right angles to the surface from the 
thickest end of the sponge, and a portion from the 
dermal surface, and mounting them as usual in Canada 
balsam, and examining them with a power of 200 
linear, they presented a most anomalous appearance. 
In addition to the usual strong spiculo-fibrous skeleton 
of the Desmacidon^ there were several detached fasciculi 
of skeleton spicula, and a considerable number of 
rosette-shaped groups of inequi-palmato anchorate 
retentive spicula ; and I at once saw that I had before 
me the elements of two very distinct genera of species, 
Desmacidon asgagropiliis and Baphiodesma lingvAi inter- 
mixed and so incorporated as to completely simulate a 
single individual of a most extraordinary structure. 
I carefully examined the sponge with a lens of two 
inches focus, but I could not discriminate the two 
discrepant tissues ; but on taking sections and a portion 
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of the dermis from the opposite end of the sponge and 
examining them, as I had the first specimens mounted, 
the mystery was at once solved ; the characteristic 
tissues of JSaphiodesma were entirely absent, and the 
sections under examination exhibited all the characters 
of a pure and simple specimen of Desmacidon cBgagro- 
pilus : and I became assured that the intermixture of 
tissues was partial, and existed only at one portion of 
the specimen. A thin section from the basal portion 
of the sponge afforded precisely the same evidence as 
the sections last described. 

" The occurrence of the intermixture of these two 
species, from the close similarity of portions of the 
component parts of their respective bodies, is exceed- 
ingly interesting and instructive. The skeleton of the 
two species are both fusiformi-acuate, and the bihamate 
retentive spicula of each are exactly alike in form and 
in their abundance on the membranous tissues of each, 
so that it required no small share of experience of 
sponges to detect this remarkable mixture of structure. 

** The beautiful rosette-shaped groups of the charac- 
teristic spicula of Baphwdesma lingua afforded an 
excellent clue to the solution of the mystery, and the 
contrast between the structures of the dermal membranes 
was also very decisive ; while the dermal spicula of D. 
cegagropilus are slender and irregularly dispersed, those 
of R. lingua are stout and fasciculated, forming an 
irregular network. I ultimately succeeded in detaching 
a very characteristic fragment from the surface with 
a few of the fasciculi of the skeleton of jB. lingua 
beneath it, without any portion of the structures of 
the Desmacidon. From all these appearances it is 
evident that the Baphiodesma lingua was in a very 
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early stage of its development, in truth, a mere pellicle 
of the structures. 

" The occurrence of this singular mixture of species 
affords a valuable lesson to students of the SpongiadsB, 
as the occurrence of one species in a very young con- 
dition in small patches upon, or nearly enveloping, 
another is by no means an unusual occurrence among 
both British and Foreign species. 

" I received another specimen of Baphiodesma lingua, 
dredged at Westport Bay in four fathoms by the Eev. 
Mr. Norman, which varied greatly from the usual and 
normal form of the sponge so as to render it very 
diflBcult of recognition by its external characters. It 
completely coated the gibbous valve of a Pecten oper^ 
cula/Hs for about a quarter of an inch in thickness, and 
the surface of the sponge was very much more rugged 
than is usual in this species.'' 



12. Desmaoidon columella, Bow.f iii, 243, Fl. 
LXXVIII, figs. 6—8. 



Oenus 26. — Raphyrus, Bozo, i, 201 ; ii, 10. 

Raphyeus Geifpithsii, Bow., ii, 354, i, PI. XIII, fig. 
265 ; III, PI. LXIV. 

1862 PapiUina sfiberea, Schmidt. Spong. Adriat., p. 69. 
1868 Baphyrus Qriffiihrii, Parfitt. Sponges of Deronshire 

(Trans. Devon. Assoc. Lit. Soc. and Art), p. 9 (separate 

copy). 
1870 PapiUina suberea, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant., p. 77. 

Very fine masses of this interesting sponge are 
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abundant, covering, and often entirely concealing, dead 
shells of Pecten mcLxinma in Birterbuy Bay, Ireland. 
The sponge when living is of a lemon-yellow colour. 

It has been recorded by Schmidt from the Mediter- 
ranean and from Florida. 



SUBOEDBB V, I, 201 ; II, 11. 

Oemis 27. — Diplodemia, Bow.^ i, 201; ii, 11. 

DiPLODEMiA VBSiouLA, II, 857 ; I, PI. XIV, fig. 273 ; PI. 
XXIII, fig. 324 ; PI. XXXVI, fig. 377 ; iii, PI. 
LXX, figs. 12—14. 



OfiDEB III, Kbbatosa, I, 205 ; ii, 12. 



SuBOBDEB I, I, 205 ; II, 12. 

Genus 28. — Spongionblla, Bow.^ i, 206; ii, 12. 

Sponqionella pulohella (Sowerby)^ ii, 359; i, PI. 
XXXVII, fig. 380; iii, PL LXV, figs. 5—8. 

1861 Bpongia TpuUihsUat Bow. List. Brit. Mar. Inyert. Eanna 

(Brit. Abboo.), p. 71. 

1862 CaeoBpongia aedlaris, Schmidt. Spong. Adriat. Meeres, 

p. 27, pi. iii, fig. 4. 
1870 Cacoaponffia ptdeheUa, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geh. 
p. 76. 

"Among the sponges I received for examination 
from the Bev. A. M. Norman, was a small specimen of 
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8. piilchella, dredged off the Durham coast in thirty- 
five fathoms of water. It is nine lines in height, and 
closely resembles in form the specimen of the same 
species represented by figure 6, PL LXV, vol. Ill, 
• Mon. Brit. Spongiadss/ excepting only that it has 
the natural base, two lines in diameter, attached to a 
small fragment of a shell. This specimen is in a fine 
state of preservation, and is remarkable from its having 
an abundance of gemmules or ovaries attached to 
the inner surface of the dermal membrane, and to the 
fibres and membranes in the interior of the sponge. 
A few of these bodies are somewhat oval, but by far 
the greater mmiber are spherical. As it is usually the 
case under such circumstances they vary greatly in 
their size. I measured several of them ; the smallest 
was vin*^ i^^h in diameter and the largest xiiF*^ inch, 
and specimens of every gradation in size between the 
two extremes were very numerous ; and all of them were 
black and perfectly opaque ; but in the remains of some 
of them that had apparently discharged their contents 
there were indications of their having contained numer- 
ous minute spherical molecules, such as we occasionally 
find in similar organs in other members of the Spon- 
giad89. One of these in a fine state of preservation 
measured a^^t h inch in diameter. These gemmules 
or ovaries were attached indifferently to the membranes 
or fibres of the interior of the sponge, and from the 
section mounted in Canada balsam they appeared to 
be very numerous, and to be distributed through all 
parts of the sponge. It is the only case in which I 
have observed the reproductive organs in the genus 
Spongionella^ but in a specimen of a keratose sponge 
from Australia, described by me in the • Annals and 
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Magazine of Natural History/ vol. vii, 1841, pp. 129 
— 132, I have described very similar reproductive 
organs." 



SuBOBDEE in, I, 208 ; II, 13. 

Genus 29. — Chalina, Orant, i, 208 ; n, 13. 

1. Chalina ooulata {PaMas)^ ii, 361 ; i, PI. XIII, fig. 
262 ; III, PL LXVI. 

1870 ChaUnula oculoto, ScHmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 77. 



2. Chalina obeviooiinis {Pallas)^ ii, 364; iii, PI. 
LXVII, figs. 



1870 Chalina eervieomiB, Schmidt Spong. Atlant. Oeb., 
p. 77. 



3. Chalina Montagui {Fleming)^ ii, 366 ; i, PI. XIII, 
fig. 263 ; III, PI. LXVin, figs. 3—5. 

1861 Edlidona Montagui, Bow. List. Brit. Marine Invert. 

(Brit. Assoc.), p. 71. 
1861 Halidona ColumbtB, Bow. L. c, p. 71. 
1870 Chalina Montagui, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Oeb., p. 77. 



4. Chalina Flbmingii, Bow., ii, 370; iii, 357, PI. 
LXVIII, figs. 1 and 2. 

1870 Siphoviochaltna (P) FUmingii, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. 
Geb., p. 77. 
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5.*Chalina gbaoilbnta, Bow.^ ii, 872; iii, PL LAVli, 
figs. 4 — 6. 

1861 Haliclona graeUenia, Bow. LiBt. Brit. Marine Inyert. 

(Brit. Assoc.), p. 71. 
1870 Chaiina (P) graeUenia, Sohmidt Spong. Atlant Geb., 

p. 77. 

" I received the largest specimen that I have seen of 
this sponge, among others, from the Bev. A. M. 
Norman, who stated that he received it from Mr. D. 
Robertson, who found it under stones at Isle of Cum- 
brae. It was an inch and three quarters long, nearly 
an inch in width, and an eighth of an inch in thickness ; 
it had thirteen oscula at nearly equal distances from 
each other, and in its general aspect might have been 
very readily mistaken for a yoimg specimen of Ophlita* 
spangia aeriata when examined in the dried state." 



6. Chalina limbata (Montagu)^ ii, 373; iii, PL 
LXVII, figs. 7—13. 

1861 Spongia Umhaia, Bow. List. Brit. Marine Inrert. (Brit. 

Assoo.), p. 71. 
1870 Chalinula limbaia, Solixnidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 77. 



7. Chalina Gbantii, Bow.^ ii, 375 ; iii, PI. LXVIII, 
figs. 6 and 7. 

1870 Chalina OramHi, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 77. 



lLina inobnata, Bow.y III, 277, 358, PI. LXXX! 
figs. 12—16. 
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Oerms 30.— Ophlitaspongia, Bow.^ ii, 14. 

1. Ophlitaspongia papilla, Bow.^ ii, 378 ; iii, PI. LXX, 
figs. 



1867 Ophitiotpcngia papiUa, Gray. Pfoo. ZooL Soo., 1867» 

p. 515 (misprint). 
1870 ClaOma {?)papina, Sohmidt. Spong. Atiant. Qeb., p. 77. 

*^ I received a fine specimen of tliis rare species of 
sponge for examination from the Eey. A. M. Norman. 
It was found at tidemark, Westport Bay ; it was two 
and a half inches long by one inch and a half wide, and 
had sixteen papillae. The basal mass did not exceed a 
quarter of an inch in thickness, and it had evidently 
been adherent to a rock or slab of stone.'* 



2. Ophlitaspongia sebiata (Grant), ii, 376; i, PI. 
XVII, fig. 287 (as Ghalina seriata) ; iii, 167, 
PI. LXV, figs. 1—4 (as Ophlitaspongia seriata). 

1861 Ealiclona seriaia^ Bow. List. Brit. Marine Inyert. 

(Brit. A880C.), p. 71. 
1867 Seriaiula seriaia, Gray. Proc. ZooL Soc., p. 515. 

This sponge is found in abundance coating shells^ 
especially those of Pecten varius, while still alive in a 
few fathoms of water just inside the lighthouse at the 
entrance of Westport Bay, Co. Mayo. The sponge 
grows much more luxuriantly in this locality than I 
have met with it elsewhere, being thicker and more mas- 
sive, and the oscula of much larger size than usual. 
On two young sponges from this same locality. Dr. 
Bowerbank has left the following note : — " Among the 
specimens sent to me for examination by the Bev. A. 
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M, Norman, were two small specimens of Pecten varius. 
One valve of each being nearly covered by a layer of 
sponge not exceeding half a line in thickness. On 
mounting a small portion of each in Canada balsam, 
I found them to be very young specimens of 0. seriata^ 
but in only a partially developed condition. The usual 
oscula were not apparent, and the defensive spicula 
based on the skeleton fibres were few in number and 
blender in their proportions. All the spicula charac- 
teristic of the species were present, but only sparingly 
so. 

" These specimens are very instructive, as without a 
careful microscopical examination their species certainly 
never would have been suspected." 

Suborder IV, i, 209; ii, 15. 

Genus 31. — Vbrongia, Bow., i, 209; ii, 15. 

Ybronoia Zetlandica, Bote., ii, 380; iii, 177, PI. 
LXX, figs. 9—14. 

1870 CdcOBpongia Zetlandica, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., 
p. 77. 



Suborder VII, i, 211 ; ii, 16. 

Oenus 32. — Dysidea, Johnston, ii, 16. 

1. Dysidea fragilis (Montagu), ii, 381 ; i, PI. XIV, 
figs. 270—272 ; iii, PL LXIX. 

1870 Spongelia fragilis, Schmidt. Spong. Atlant. Geb., p. 77. 
1876 Dysidea fragilis (in 312 fathoms), Carter. Ann. Kat. 
Hist., 8er. 4, vol. zviii, p. 232. 
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" Dysidea fragilis. I received a specimen of this 
sponge from the Eev. A. M. Norman, presenting a very 
unusual aspect. It was a very thin stratum of irregu- 
larly reticulated tissue, which, from the small shells and 
other extraneous bodies adherent to the lower surface, 
had evidently occupied a recumbent surface. Its 
internal structure was also very singular. A few of 
the larger fibres were well filled with sand, while by 
far the greater number were entirely destitute of that 
material. A similar paucity of sand may be frequently 
observed in specimens from Brighton." 

Mr. Hyatt, in his * Revision of the North American 
Poi'ifercB,^* pt. ii, 1877, has recorded what he believea 
to be this Sponge from Zanzibar and also from 
Biscayne Bay, Florida; but his description and 
photographic figures are not sufficient to enable us to 
determine with certainty whether his Dysidea fragilis 
is really our species or not; fig 17 does not so much 
remind us of the facies of British specimens as does 
the washed example represented in his fig. 18. 

Marshall* has published a valuable paper on the 
Sponges belonging to this family, but the British 
species had not fallen under his observation. This 
paper must, however, necessarily be referred to by 
any one studying this genus. 

2. Dysidea coriaoea, Bow.^ hi, 341, PI. XCI, fig. 20. 

" A specimen was dredged by the Rev. A. M. Nor- 
man in from five to six fathoms in Westport Bay, Co. 
Mayo, Ireland. The sponge is two inches and a half 

* « Untersnolmngen iiber Djsideiden imd Fhoriospongien/' ' Zeit. 
Wise. ZooL,' xxxr, 1880, p. 88. 
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in height, the same in breadth, and one inch and a half 
in greatest thickness. It is thin at the base and in- 
creases in thickness upwards. Numerous oscula occur 
at and near the distal termination of the sponge, they 
exceed twenty in number. The greater number were 
funnel-shaped orifices, the bottom of some being open 
while others were closed by a membrane. The general 
surface characters of the coriaceous texture were in 
perfect accordance with those of the type specimen.'' 
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W0EK8 AND PAPEE8 ON SPONGES. 



Db. Bowebbake's Yolumes contain scarcely any 
references to the writings of others. It has appeared 
to the Editor, therefore, very desirable to furnish the 
student with- a list of the works and papers which 
have been written on the subject. He has therefore 
drawn up with great care the catalogue which follows. 
It will be found, he trusts, tolerably complete. If, 
however, omissions — ^and there must necessarily be 
such — are found he would plead as extenuating cir- 
cimistances : first, that it is the first catalogue of the 
kind which has been attempted ; secondly, that it has 
been prepared in the country, where he has had to 
depend almost entirely on his own private library. 

No doubt there are many other papers scattered 
among the very numerous natural-history periodicals 
of Europe and America, and also among the Transac- 
tions of their scientific societies, which have escaped his 
notice. He has purposely only referred to a few out 
of the many general text-books on Zoology in which 
reference to the structure and organisation of the 



192 WOEKS AND PAPERS ON SPONGES. 

Sponges may be found. The earliest writers quoted are 
those upon whose figures and description Linnean and 
Lamarckian species have been founded, and whose 
writings, therefore, may be considered as entering into 
the scientific bibliography of the class. 

Works and papers on fossil sponges are excluded, 
except in a few cases where they contain references to 
arrangement and recent species. 

The names of authors are arranged chronologically, 
but when an author's name is once introduced all that 
he is known to have subsequently written is given 
after the name. 



EBFBEBNCB LIST TO AUTHOBS IN THE FOLLOWING 
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pi. iz. 



210 WORKS AND PAPERS ON SPONGES. 

SoHHiDT (Oscar). Die Spongien dea adriafcischen Meeres, 1862. 

Supplement der Spongien dea adriatischen Meeres, 1864. 

Zweites Supplement der Spongien des adriatiscfaen Meeres, 

enthaltend die Yergleichung der adriatischen und britisclien 

Spongiengattungen, 1866. 
Spongiologische Mittheilongen, Schultze's Archivf. Microscop. 

Anatomie, Bd. iii, Heft 8, 1867, p. 890. 
Vorlaufiger Bericht iiber die ITntersuchung der Bowerbank's- 

chen Spongien, Sitzungsb. Akad. Wiss., Wien, Band liii, 

p. 147. 
Die Spongien der Kiiste von Algier, mit Nachtragen zu den 

Spongien des adriatischen Meeres, 1868. 
— — Kieselspongien in der Zweite deutschen Nordpolarfahrt in 

1869-70, Leipzig, 1874, p. 429. 
Yorlaufige Mittheilungen iiber die Spongien der gronlandis- 

cben Kiiste, Mitth. des Naturwis. Yereines. f. Steiermark., 

Bd. ii, Heft 1, 1869, p. 89. 
Grundzuge einer Spongien-Fauna des atlantischen Oebietes, 

1870. 

— Das Natiirlicbe System der Spongien, Mittbeil. der Naturwiss- 
schaft. Yereins f . Steiermark, 1870, Band 2, Heft 2. 

Spongien, p. 115, Zoologische Ergebnisse der Nordseefabrt 

Yom 21 JuU bis 9 September, 1872, Berlin, 1874 (Seperatab- 
drnck aus dem H. Jahresbericbte der Kommission zur Unter- 
suchung der deutschen Meere in Kiel). 

Nochmals die Oastrula der Elalkschwamme, Archiy Mikr. 

Anat., Bd. xii, 1876, p. 551. 
Das Larren-Stadium von Aseetta primordialis und Asceita 

clathrus, Arch. Mikr. Anat., Bd. xiv, 1877, p. 249, pis. xv and 

xvi. 
Spongien des Meerbusens von Mexico, Heft i, Jena, 4to., 1879. 

— Die Spongien des Meerbusen Ton Mexico (und des Caraibis- 
chen Meeres), zweites (Schluss — ) Heft, 4to., 1880. 

LoBSKZ. Fhysicalische Yerhaltnisse und Yertheilung der Organ- 

ismen im Quamerischen Golfe, Wien, 1868. 
Balsamo-Cbitxlli (G-.). Memoria di alcuni Spongiarj del Gt>lfo 

di Napoli, Atti Soc. Ital. di Sci. Nat., vol. t, 1863. 
KoLLiEEB (Albert). TJeber den Ban der Spongien, Wiirz« 

bun;, Naturw. Zeitschr. Bd. y, 1864 (Sitz. Ber., 1863), 

p xiy. 



WORKS AND PAPBES ON SPONGES. 211 

EoLLiKEB (Albert). Icones Histiologies. Erste Abtheilang, der 

feinere Baa der Frotozoen, 1864. 
Beltremieux. Faune du department de la Gharente-Inferieurey 4to., 

1864. 
DucHABSAnrG (P.) and Michilotti (G*.). Spongiares de la mer 

Caraibe, Haarlem, 1864. 
DncHABBAnra (P.). Bevue des Zoophytes et des Spongiaires des 

Antilles, Paris, 1870. 
HAETnro (P.). Bijdrage tot de kennis der microscopische fauna en 

flora van de Banda-Zee, Yerhand. k. Akad. Wetensoh., Bd. z, 

1865, p. 1. 

Memoire sur le genre Foterion, Nator. Verhand. nitgeren 

dvor det provincial Utrecbtsch Oenootschap van kunsten en 
Wetenscbappen, Bd. ii, 1870, p. 2. 

Clabk (H. J.). Conclusive proofs of tbe animality of the Ciliate 
Sponges, and of their affinities with the Infusoria flagellaia^ 
Amer. Jour. Sci., 2nd series, Nov., 1866, p. 820, and Ann. Nat. 
Hist., ser. 3, vol. xiz, 1867, p. 13. 

On the Spongia ciliaia as Infusoria flagellata ; or observa- 
tions on the structure, aninudity and relationship of LeueO" 
solenia hotryoides, Bowerbank, Memoirs Boston Soc. of Nat. 
Hist., vol. i, part 3, p. 305 ; and also Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 
vol. i, 1868, pp. 188, 188, and 250. 

Note on the Infusoria flagellata and the Sponyia eiliaUs^ 

Amer. Jour. Science, ser. 3, vol. i, 1871, p. 118, and voL ii, 
p. 426; also Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 1871, voL vii, p. 
247. 

The American Spongilla a Craspedote Flagellate Infusorian, 

Amer. Jour. Sci., ser. 3, vol. ii, 1871, p. 427 ; Ann. Nat. Hist., 
ser. 4, vol. iz, 1872, p. 71 ; Month. Micros. Journal, vii, 1872, 
p. 104, pi. zi. 

Hackel (£.). Gtonerelle Morphologie der Organismen, Bd. ii, 

1866, p. 29. 

TJeber den Organismus der Schwamme und ihre Verwandt- 

schaft mit den Corallen, Jenaische Zeitschrift, Bd. v, 1869, 
pp. 207 — 254, translated Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol. v, 1870, 
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APPENDIX. 



BRITISH SPONGES NOT REFERRED TO IN THE 
FOREGOING WORK BY DR. BOWERBANK. 



A. Calcaeeous Sponges of Ernst Haeckel. 

Haeckel, in his Monograph, * Die Kalkschwamme/ 
enumerates and describes the following calcareous 
sponges as members of the British Fauna. Of course 
the generic names which he employs cannot in many- 
instances be retained by biologists, but must give 
place to genera of earlier date. The localities appended 
are those from which Haeckel has examined specimens. 



1. AscETTA CORIACEA {Moutagii). 

Aaeetta coriacea, Haeckel. L. c. p. 24, pis. iii and v, figs. 2a— 2c. 
Leueosolenia coriacea, Bow. et auctorum. 

Clathrina Bulphurea, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist , ser. 4, vol. vii 
(1871), p. 278. 

Habitat. — Shetland (Norman), Berwick Bay (John- 
ston), Great Cumbrae(Frauenfeld), Scarborough (Bean), 
Peterhead (Peach), Budleigh-Salterton (Carter), Dub- 
lin Bay (Hassall), Belfast (Percival Wright), Lough 

VOL. IV. 15 



226 APPENDIX. 

Strangford (Norman), Bantry (Norman), Guernsey 
(Buckland), Sark (Bowerbank). 

Geographical Range. — Norway, Normandy. 



2. AsoALTis BOTBYOiDES {ElUs and Sol.). 

Ascaltis hotryoides, Haeckel. L. c, p. 65, pi. ix, fig. 10 ; pi. t, 

figs. 7 a— 7 e. 
Leueoaolenia hotryoidea, Bow. 

Habitat. — Berwick Bay (Johnston, in Mus. Normani), 
Tenby (Bowerbank), Portrush (Percival Wright). 

Geographical Distribution. — Atlantic coasts of 
Europe. 



3. AscoBTis LACiJNOSA {Bean). 

Aacortia lacimosa, Haeckel. L. c, p. 70, pi. zi, fig. 2 ; pi. xii» 

figs. 2 a — 2 h. 
LeacoBolenia lacunosa, Bowerbank. 

Habitat. — Scarborough (Bean, in Mus. Normani), 
Belfast Lough (Hyndman), Shetland (Peach). 



4. ASCANDRA COISTOETA {BoW.), 

Ascandra corUorta, Haeckel. L. c, p. 91, pi. xiy, figs. 6 a — 6 e. 
Leueoaolenia contorta, Bowei'bank. 

Habitat. — Guernsey (Buckland), Sark (Bowerbank), 



5. AsoANDBA COMPLICATA (Montagit). 

Aacandra eomplicaiay Haeckel. L. c, P- 93, pi. xr, figs. 1 a — 1 He. 
Grantia hotryoidea, Lieberkiihn, Archiv f. An at. n. Phys., 
1859, p. 373 ; 1865, p. 735, pi. xix, figs, 1—5. 
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Habitat. — Scarborough (Bean), Firth of Forth (All- 
man). 

Oeographical Distribution. — ^Holland and Norway. 



6. AsCANDRA BOTRYS {Haeckel). 

Aacandra botrya, HaeckeL L. c, p. 101, pi. xvi, figs. 1 a— 1/. 

Habitat. — Budleigh-Salterton (Sonder), Portrush 
(Percival Wright) . 



7. ASCANDEA VARIABILIS {Hosckel). 

Ascandra variabilis, Haeckel. L. c, p. 106, pi. xvi, figs. 4 a — i I ; 
pi. xyiiL 

Habitat. — Shetland and coasts of England (Norman), 
Bantry and Lough Strangford, Ireland (Norman). 

Oeographical Distribution. — ^Norway, coast of France, 
Morocco. 



8. Leucyssa incrustans {Haeckel). 

Leucyesa incrustans, Haeckel. L. c, p. 139, pi. zxv, figs. 1 — 10. 
Trichogypsia villosa, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, toI. Tiii 
(1871). p. 1, pi. i, figs. 1—4. 

Habitat. — Budleigh-Salterton (Carter). 
Geographical Distribution. — Norway. 



9. Leucaltis pumila {Bote). 

LeucalHs pumila, Haeckel. L. c, p. 148, pi. xzvii, figs. 2 a — 2 g. 
Leuconia pumila, Bowerbank. 
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Habitat. — Guernsey (Norman). 
Geographical Distribution. — ^Morocco, Cape of Good 
Hope, Basses Strait. 



10. Lbuoandea caminus (ffaeckel). 

Leiiccmdra caminus, Haeckel. L. c, p. 175, pL xxzi, figs. 1 a — 1 d ; 
pi. xxxvii, figs. 5 A, 5 B, 6. 

Habitat. — Devon (Sonder). 

Geographical Distribution. — ^Norway, Portugal, West 
Indies, Labrador. 



11. Leucandra Gossei {Bow.). 

Leucandra Oossei, Haeckel, L. c, p. 177, pi. xzsii, figs. 2 a — 2/; 

pL xxxvii, figs. 9 A, 9 B. 
Leucogypsia Ooaseif Bowerbank. 

Habitat. — Tobermory and Cornwall (Norman), 
Torquay (Gosse), Salterton (Sonder), Sark (Bower- 
bank). 

Geographical Distribution. — Normandy. 



12. Leuoandra pistulosa {Johnston). 

Leucandra JUttdoaa, Haeckel . L. c, p. 197, pi. zxxi, figs. 4 a — if; 

pi. xi, fig. 10. 
Leucania fietuloaa. Bow. 

Habitat. — Shetland (Norman), Eddystone Light- 
house (J. H. Stewart), Salterton (Sonder), Portaferry, 
Ireland (W. Thompson), Guernsey (Norman). 
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13. Lbdcandea ananas {Montagu). 

Leucandra anancLs, Haeckel. L. c, p. 200, pi. xxxii, figs. 5 a—hf; 

pi. xl, figs. 1—8. 
Spongia ananaa, Montagu. Wem. Mem., ii, p. 97, pi. xvi, figs. 

2,3. 
Spongia pulveruleifUa, Grant. Edinb. New. Phil. Joum., i, p. 170. 
Scypha ovaia, S. F. Gray. British Plants, i, p. 358. 
Sycintda penidllata, O. Schmidt. Atlant. Spong., p. 73, pi. ii, 

fig. 25. 

Habitat — Tobermory (Norman), Shetland (Fleming), 
Salterton (Sonder), Devon (Montagu). 

Geographical Distribution. — Greenland, Faroe Islands, 
Norway, Normandy. 



14. Leucandba nivea {Grant). 

Leucandra nivea, Haeckel. L. c, p. 211, pi. xxxiv, figs. 2 a~2 e ; 

pi. xxxix. 
Leuconia nivea. Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, yol. viii (1871), 

p. 5. 

Habitat. — Shetland (Peach), Tobermory (Norman), 
Prestonpans (Grant), Tenby (Norman), Firth of Forth 
(Grant), Northumberland (B. Embleton), Strangford 
Lough (Norman). 

Geographical Distribution. — Norway, Heligoland, 
Normandy, Brittany. 



15. Leucandea Johnstonii {Carter). 

Letusandra Johnstonii, Haeckel. L. c, p. 216, pL xxxIt, figs. 

la — Ih. 
Oraniia nivea, var. Johnston. Brit. Spong., p. 183, pi. xx, fi^ 6. 
Leuconia nivea, Bowerbank. I, p. 165, pi. xxvii, fige. 30J , o'jI ii, 

p. 36. 
Letiamia Johnstonii, Carter. Ann. Nat Hitst.. »er. 4. tvL vJt; 
(1871), p. 3, pi. i, figs. 5—12. 
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Habitat. — ^Lough Strangford (Norman), Soarborougli 
(Bean), Budleigh-Salterton (Carter), Polperro (Laugh- 
rin, in Mus. Normani), Guernsey (Buckland), Sark 
(Bowerbank), 

16. Sycoetis quadrangulata (Schmidt). 

Sycortis quadrangulata, Haeckel. L. c, p. 2S0, pi. xlviii, figs. 

3-8. 
Syconella quadrangulaJtaf Schmidt. Adriat. Spong., lii, Sapplem., 

p. 29, pi. y, fig. 9. 

Habitat. — Guernsey (Norman). 
Geographical Distribution. — Brittany, Portugal, Gib- 
raltar, Mediterranean. 

17. Sycandra oiLiATA (0. Fab.). 

Sycandra ciliaia, Haeckel. L. c, p. 296, pi. li, figs la — It; pi. 

Iviii, fig. 9. 

Qrantia ciliaia, Johnston. Brit. Spong., p. 176, pi. xz, figs. 4, 

5 ; pi. xxi, figs. 6, 7. 

Habitat. — Shetland and Hebrides (Norman), Firth 
of Forth (Grant), Great Cumbrae (Frauenfeld), Ipswich 
(Clarke), Plymouth and Polperro (Norman), Isle of 
Man (Johnston), Belfast (W. Thompson), Portrush 
(Percival Wright). 

Geographical Distribution. — Greenland, Spitsbergen, 
Norway, Faroe Island, Newfoundland, Great Belt, 
Heligoland. 

18. Sycandra coronata {Ellis and Sol.). 

Sycandra coronata, Haeckel. L. c, p. 304, pi. ]i, figs. 2 a — 2 1 ; 

pi. Ix, figs. 1 — 6. 
Granlia dliata, Bowerbank. I, pi. xxvi, figs. 345, 346a ; ii, p. 19. 
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Habitat. — Torquay (Griffiths), Weymouth (Max 
Schultze). 

Geographical Distribution. — Brittany, Normandy, 
Portugal, Mediterranean, California, Sandwich Islands, 
Australia. 



19. Sycandba villosa {Haeckel). 

Sycandra villosa, HaeckeL L. c, pi. lii, figs. 3 a — 3 i ; pi. Iviii, 
fig. 1 i pl. Ixy fig. 8. 

Habitat. — Moray Firth and Lough Strangford (Nor- 
man), Great Cumbrae (Frauenfeld). 

Geographical Distribution. — Norway, French Coasts, 
Florida, West Indies, Venezuela. 



20. Syoandra blegans (Bow.). 

Sycandra elegans, HaeckeL L. c, p. 338, pl. 11 v, figs. 3 a— 3 1 ; pl. 

Iviii, fig. 3. 
Dunatervillia elegans, Bowerbank. Ann. Nat. Hist., vol. xv 

(1845), p. 297, pl. xvii. 
Grantia tesseUata, Bowerbank. British SpongiadsB. 

Habitat. — Gouliot Caves, Sark (Buckland), Fermain 
Bay, Guernsey (Norman). 

Geographical Distribution. — Portugal, Mediterra- 
nean, Canary Islands, West Indies, South Africa. 



21. Syoandba glabra {Schmidt). 

Sycandra glabra, Haeckel. L. c, p. 349, pl. Ivi, figs. 1 a— It-, pl. 

Ix, fig. 14. 
Ute glabra, Schmidt. Adriat. Spong., i, Supplem., p. 23, pl. iii, 

fig.l. 
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Ute eapillosa, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, 1867, p. 554. 
Qrantia ensata, Bowerbank. Brit. Spongiadse. 

Habitat. — Guernsey (Buckland). 
Geographical Distribution. — French coasts, Mediter- 
ranean, 



22. Syoandra compeessa (0. Fab.). 

Sycandra compressa, HaeckeL L. c, p. 360, pi. 1y, figs. 2 a— 2 1, 

pi. Ivii. 
Grantia coTnpressa, B^w. 

Habitat. — Shetland, Tobermory, Oban, Moray Firth. 
Lough Strangford, Cornwall, &c. (Norman), Portrush 
Percival Wright), Firth of Forth (Grant), Berwick 
(Johnston), Ipswich River (Clarke), Tynemouth 
(Foster), Devon (Montagu). 

Geographical Distribution. — Greenland, Iceland, 
Faroe Islands, Norway, 



23. Syoandra uteioulus {Schmidt). 

Syeandra uirieulits, Haeckel. L. c, p. 370, pL It, figs. 3 a — 3 1 

pL Iviii, fig. 4. 
Ute tUriculus, Schmidt. Atlant. Spong., p. 74, pi. ii, fig. 27. 

Habitat. — Shetland (Norman). 
Geographical Distribution. — Greenland, Iceland, 
Faroe Islands. 



APPENDIX. 233 



B. The Genus Cltona. 

In 1826 Robert Grant established a genus Cliona for 
a sponge which he found perforating the oysters of 
the Firth of Forth, and thirteen years afterwards a 
genus to receive the same perforating sponges was 
named by Nardo Vioa. In 1849 and 1867 my friend, 
Mr, Albany Hancock, described many species referable 
to this genus, and most clearly demonstrated that the 
perforations occupied by the sponge were excavated by 
the sponge itself. Dr. Bowerbank, however, per- 
sistently refused to entertain any other opinion than 
that these sponges always occupied previously-formed 
excavations and had no power of penetrating shell or 
stone themselves; nor would he acknowledge the species 
which had been so carefully described by Mr. Hancock, 
but united the whole of them under the sponge which 
he called Rymeniacidon celatus. The following are the 
species of Hancock : 



1. Cliona celata {Grant). 

C, eelaia, Hancock. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 2, vol. iii (1849j, p. 

382 ; and ser. 3, yoL xix (1867), p. 3 (separate copy). 
Hymenuicidon ceUUue, Bowerbank. 

Sponge clear, yellow ochre colour. Spicules of one 
form only, spinulate, sometimes slightly fusiform, but 
generally gradually tapering, very long, -g^^th of an 
inch ; head well defined, globular, approaching ovate, 
with generally a terminal point. 

Common in oyster shells, Firth of Forth, &c. 
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2. Cliona goegonoides, Hancock. 

Cliona gorgonoidea, Hancock. L. c, toL iii, p. 332, voL xix, p. 9. 

Spicula spinulate, ^th of an inoli long ; head oval, 
frequently at some little distance from extremity. 

" A critical species, and is probably a mere variety 
of G. celata " (Hancock). 

Abundant, riddling species of limestone on the 
Northumberiand Coast. 



3. Cliona Noethumbrioa, Hancock. 

Cliona NoHhwnbrica, Hancock. L. c, vol. iii, p. 336; toI. xix, 

p. 9, pi. yii, fig. 1. 
Pione Narthumbrica, Gray. Proo. ZooL Soc., 1867, p. 625. 
Cliona Northumbricaf Garter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol. ▼ 

(1870). p. 75. 

Sponge pale ochreous yellow (when dry). Spicula 
of three kinds, the first much the largest, measuring 
ii\t]i of an inch long, spinulate, straight, sharp-pointed ; 
head large, round and terminal : the second acerate, 
scarcely more than one-fourth the length of the first, 
rather stout, much and suddenly bent in the middle, 
both ends sharply pointed, and when viewed through 
a one-sixth inch object glass, is seen to be minutely 
spinous: the third form is very minute, xsVotli 
of an inch long, cylindrical, bent sharply in the 
centre, and apparently smooth under the one-sixth 
object glass, though occasionally there are slight 
indications of spines ; the extremities are recurved, 
slightly enlarged and rounded. 

The second and third forms of spicules are more 
numerous than the first, which is most abundant in 
the papilla3. 
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In shells of oysters and Fusus antiquus or Nor- 
thumberland coast (Hancock), Devon (Parfitt and 
Carter). 



4. C LION A VASTiFiCA, HaiicocJc. 

Cliona vastifica, Hancock. L. c, toL iii, p. 342 ; vol. xiz, p. 9, 
pi. yii, fig. 2. 

Spicula of three kinds, the first spinxilate, -^th of 
an inch long, straight, rather slender, and diminishing 
imperceptibly to a very fine point at one end, the other 
terminating in a perfectly globular head : the second 
acerate, one-third the length of the first, and much 
more slender, stoutish in the centre, where it rather 
suddenly bends a little and thence tapers gradually 
towards the ends, which are sharply pointed ; every- 
where minutely spined, but in some instances the 
spines are sufficiently strong to be observed with a 
one-fourth inch object glass : the third form is a/oo th 
of an inch long, cylindrical, irregularly bent or 
angulated once or twice, occasionally three times ; it 
has a central angle and is strongly spined, the 
extremities are obtuse. 

In oyster shells. 



5. Cliona CORALLINOIDES, Haucoch. 

Cliona corcdlinoideSf Hancock. L. c, yoI. iii, p. 337, pi. xv, figs. 

1 and 2 ; vol. xix, p. 10, pL vii, fig. 3. 
Cliona corallinoideaf Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol viii 

(1871), p. 14 (separate copy), pi. ii, figs. 34—37. 

Spicula of three kinds, the first spinulate, ^th of 
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an incli long, slender, generally bent in the centre, 
tapering gradually to a sharp point at one end, and at 
the other furnished with a well-defined elliptical head : 
the second acerate, scarcely one-third the length of 
the first, very delicate, and suddenly bent in the 
centre, and when observed with the one-sixth inch 
object glass is seen to be minutely spined; the 
extremities are sharply pointed : the third is minute, 
aQ^Qpt h of an inch long, spinous, with obtuse extremities 
and generally zigzagged, having three angles, one being 
in the centre. 

In shells of Pecten maximus, Guernsey, &c. 



6. Cliona gracilis, Hancocl\ 

Cliona gracilis, Hancock. L. c„ vol. iii, p. 334, pL xiy, fig. 7 ; 
vol. xix, p. 10, pi. vii, fig. 4. 

Spicula of three kinds, the first spinulate, 7\th of 
an inch long, generally a little bent, stout, and inclin- 
ing to fusiform, with the pointed end gradually taper- 
ing ; head rounded, somewhat elliptical, and merging 
imperceptibly into the shaft : the second acerate, one- 
third the length of the first, less stout and gradually 
bent in the centre ; it is minutely spined, and has the 
extremities sharply pointed : the third is about r^joth 
of an inch long, and is usually zigzagged, so as to 
form four or five angles. It is most minutely spined, 
and has the extremities rounded and recurved. 

When dry the sponge is of a yellowish-brown colour. 

In a shell of Pecten maximus probably from Orkney. 
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7. CuoNA HowsEi, Hancock. 

Cliona Howtei, Hancock. L. c, vol. iii, p. 336, pi. xiy, fig. 8 ; 
vol. six, p. 10, pL yiiy fig. 5. 

Spicula of three kinds, the first spinulate, about 
Y^th of an inch long, very delicate, generally straight, 
with the head broadly ovate, short, well-marked, ter- 
minal, and having the narrow end at the extremity 
and sometimes a little prolonged : the second abundant 
and somewhat longer than the first, equally slender, 
mostly slightly bent, and gradually diminishing to a fine 
point at one extremity, the other extremity has usually 
two heads, one terminal or nearly so, the second about 
one-third down the shaft, the terminal head is frequently 
wanting: the third is about ^j^oth of an inch long, 
rather stout, cylindrical, usually irregularly bent or 
angulated and strongly spined with the extremities 
obtuse. 

The sponge when dry is of a pale yellow ochre 
colour. 

In the shell of Fasiis antiquus and in Nidlipore from 
the Northumberland coast (Mr. Howse). 

8. Cliqna Alderi, Hancock. 

Cliona Alderi^ Hancock. L. c, vol. iii, p. 337, pi. xv, fig. 9 ; vol. 

xix, p. 11. 
Idomon Alderi, Gray. Proc. Zool. Soc, 1867, p. 526. 

Spicula of two kinds, the first spinulate, Trg^th of 
an inch long, moderately thick, slightly bent, with a 
small head near one end and tapering to the other 
extremity : the second scarcely shorter than the first, 
and has one end truncate, the other pointed, and is 
decidedly bent in the centre. 
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Sponge in a dried state, of a brownish-yellow colour. 
In shells of Pectunculus pilosuSy Isle of Man (Mr. 
Alder). 



9. CuoNA LOBATA, HancocJc. 

Cliona lohaia, Hancock. L. c, toI. iii, p. 341, pi. xii, figs. 4 and 

8 ; Yol. xix, p. 11, pi. Yiiy fig. 6. 
Pronaa lohata. Gray. Froc. Zool. Soc., 1867, p. 526. 

Spicula of two kinds, the first spinulate, to^*^ of 
an inch long, not very slender, mostly a little bent, 
and brought gradually to a sharp point at one end, 
the other with an irregulariy rounded head, sometimes 
slightly elliptical, and generally not exactly terminal : 
the second cylindrical, yj o*'^ of an inch long, rather 
stout, arched and zigzagged, being six or seven times 
angulated ; it is strongly spined, particularly at the 
angles ; the extremities are obtuse. 

The dried sponge is of a dark snuflf colour. 

In shells of Haliotis tuberculata from Guernsey, and 
in an oyster from the West of Scotland. 



c. Vabious British Sponges. 



1. Halisaeca Dujabdinii, Johnston. 

Halisarea, Dnjardin. Ann. des Sci. Nat., n.s., vol. x, p. 7, pi. i, 

fig. 5. 
EalUarea Dujardinii, Johnston. Brit. Spong., 1842, p. 192, pL 

xvi, fig. 8. 
Halisarca JDujardinii, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4i, vol. zii 

(1873), p. 25 ; and vol. xiii (1874), p. 315. 
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Habitat. — Berwick Bay, Holy Island (Johnston), 
Budleigh-Salterton (Carter). 

This is not the sponge described by Bowerbank 
under this name and which is spiculiferous. The true 
Halisarca forms a thin gelatinous crust, which is 
entirely devoid of spicula. 



2. Halisaboa lobulaeis, Schmidt. 

Halisarea lobtUarUt Schmidt. Spong. des Adriat. Meeres, 1862, 

p. 80. 
Halisarca lohuUuriB, Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, vol. ziii 

(1874), p. 433. 

Sponge consisting of irregularly lobed ridges about 
a line high, extending themselves in branched digita- 
tions over the rock. Lobes ficoid, agglomerated, 
divided into minute lohuli with angular pits or intervals 
between them, when they cannot from their rounded 
forms come into contact. Surface smooth, sleek, and 
of a pink colour on the prominent portions, passing 
into light-brown yellow below. Vents sparse, situated 
here and there on the lobes, not raised above the 
surface, and suflBciently large to be visible to the 
naked eye. Pores minute and numerous, each con- 
sisting of a round aperture situated in the centre of a 
papillif orm ring, which rings being in juxtaposition 
thus form the dermal surface of the lobule. No 
spicules of any kind. Size of specimen one and a half 
inch long by one inch wide and one line high. 

Habitat. — New Red Sandstone Eocks, Budleigh- 
Salterton. 

Geographical Distribution. — Adriatic Sea. 
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3. Stelletta lactea, Garter. 

Stelletta lactea. Carter. Ann. Nat. Hist., ser. 4, 7ol. yii (1871), 
p. 9, pi. 17, figs. 15 — 22. 

Massive, spreading, fixed, following and filling the 
cavities of deciduous small boring shells (Saxicavce) 
and Annelids, communicating vnth the exterior only 
through the openings of the cavities. Dermal layer 
thin, white, densely charged with minute stellates. 
Body-substance opalescent, soft, compact, composed 
of areolar sarcode traversed in all directions by the 
branches of the excretory canal systems, which, uniting, 
finally terminate in their respective oscules, charged 
more or less with the same kind of stellates as those 
of the dermal membrane, together with minute sheaf- 
like bundles of acerate spicules, which in certain 
directions reflect the light like the micaceous particles 
in granite. 

Spicules of five kinds. 1. The largest, acerate, 
smooth, fusiform, slightly curved, about -^th of an 
inch long ; 2, trifid, smooth, with shaft pointed at one 
end and provided with three arms at the other, 
spreading horizontally in the opposite direction, more 
or less inclined forwards towards the long axis of the 
shaft, vase-like, straight or slightly flexuous, smooth, 
pointed. These spicules are ^oth of an inch long ; 3, 
the same, with the ends of the arms more or less 
bifurcated; 4, stellate spicules, with long body and 
short thick rays, or with long rays and hardly any 
'body, about aooo *^^ of an inch in diameter ; 5, sheaf - 
like bundles of minute, smooth, acerate spicules lying 
parallel to each other and about y^^th of an inch 
long. The large acerate spicules are more or. less 
spread throughout the sponge, the trifid ones of both 
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kinds chiefly confined to the surface, where they are 
arranged vertically with their heads toward the dermal 
layers and their shafts internally; the steUates, although 
most numerous and packed together crust-Uke in the 
dermal layer, are also scattered throughout the body- 
substance; while the sheaf -like bundles of minute 
acerate spicules are entirely confined to the latter. 

Habitat. — ^Budleigh-Salterton (Carter). 

I am inclined to think that Stelletta lactea of 
Carter may be synonymous with Tethya Gollmgsiif 
Bowerbank; but Carter figures the two forms of 
stellates as of equal total diameter, whereas in T. CoU 
lingsii the long rayed form is some three times the 
diameter of the short rayed, and has far fewer rays ; 
in r. GolUngsiiy moreover, the bifurcating trifid 
spicula are few and are evidently a mere variety of the 
recurving trifids. 



4. Rbniera Paepitti, Bow. 

Beniera Pcvrfitti, Bowerbank. In Farfitt Marine and Freshwater 
Sponges of Devonshire. Ti*an8. Deyon. Ass. Adrano. Liter. 
Science and Art^ 1868, p. 10. 

" Massive, sessile ; surface smooth, somewhat undu- 
lated ; oscula simple and sparsely distributed, slightly 
raised above the surface ; pores inconspicuous to the 
unassisted eye; dermal membrane abundantly spicu- 
lous ; spicula very irregularly disposed, imbedded in 
the membrane ; spicula acerate, stout, with a few more 
slender ones intermixed, of two sizes ; skeleton spicula 
very numerous, acerate, stout, suddenly and acutely 
pointed, tooo^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^ long and io\)o th of an inch 

VOL. IV. 16 
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in diameter ; sarcode not abundant, yellow examined 
dry. Dredged off Torbay, 1867. 

This very distinct species was. when fresh, of a 
golden yellow colour, it dries to a pale yellow. Tliree 
small specimens are all that I have seen of this, each 
about two inches in diameter and about an inch thick. 
They grew attached to stones in about twenty fathoms 
of water. I presented a specimen to Dr. Bowerbank, 
who has paid me the compliment to name it after me.'* 

Such is Mr. Parfitt's description. I can find no 
reference to this sponge, either in Dr. Bowerbank' s 
publications or among his manuscripts which came 
into my hands ; and the foregoing description is too 
loose to enable this species to be recognised. 

A large number of sponges were dredged around the 
Western coasts of Great Britain, in greater depths 
than 100 fathoms, .in 1869 by H.M.S. " Porcupine." 
Descriptions of these sponges must be sought in Sir 
WyviUe Thomson's * Depths of the Sea ' and in Mr. 
Carter's papers in the * Annals.' 
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PLATE L 

" Hymbdesmia pansa, BowerbanJc. 

Fig. 1. — A small portion of the sponge, exhibiting 
the mode of fasciculation and disposition of the skele- 
ton fasciculi. X 250 linear. 

Fig. 2. — One of the long, slender, acuate spioula of 
the skeleton fasciculi. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 3. — Represents one of the attenuate -acuate, 
entirely spined defensive spicula. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 4. — One of the bidentate, equi-anchorate, re- 
tentive spicula. X 420 linear.*' 



"Hymedesmia tenuigula, Bowerbank. 

Fig. 5. — Represents a portion of the flat fasciculi 
composed of numerous attenuate- spinulate spicula, 
and the irregular mode of their disposition. X 150 
linear. 

Both the species figured above depend for their 
identification on their microscopical structures alone ; 
figures of their extremely thin substances would not 
contribute in the slightest degree to their identifica- 
tion." 



PLATE II. 
" Hymbdbsmia pilata, Bowerbank. 

Pig. 1. — Represents a small portion of the sponge 
exhibiting the nodes of the disposition of the skeleton 
and other spicula of which it is composed. X 264 
linear. 

Fig. 2. — One of the contort, bihamate, retentive 
spicula of the dermal membrane. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 3. — One of the attenuato-acuate, basally spined, 
skeleton spicula. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 4. — An attenuato-acuate, entirely spined, inter- 
nal defensive spiculum. X 308 linear." 



" Hyuedbsmia pulohella, Bowerbank. 

Fig. 5. — A small portion of the type-specimen ex- 
hibiting the loosely formed and irregularly disposed 
fasciculi of the skeleton structures. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 6. — One of the slender, attenuato-acuate, ske- 
leton spicula. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 7. — A long and slender, attenuato-acuate, ba- 
sally spinous, skeleton spiculum. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 8. — One of the angulated, bidentate, equi-ancho- 
rate, retentive spicula. X 420 linear. 

Figures of the natural size of both the above- 
described sponges are omitted, as they would not have 
assisted in the slightest degree in tne discrimination 
of the species." 
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PLATE III. 
" Hymeniaoidon Hilliebi, Bowerbanh. 

Fig. 1 . — Represents the sponge in the condition in 
which it came from the sea. Natural size. 

Fig. 2. — A subspinulate spiculum from the skeleton. 
X 158 linear. 

Fig. 3. — An acuate skeleton spiculum. X 158 
linear." 

" Hymeniaoidon solidus, Bowerbanh 

Fig. 4. — Represents the sponge in the dry state. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 5. — A small portion of the reticulate, dermal 
membrane. X 94 linear. 

Fig. 6. — One of the fusiformi-acerate spicula of the 
dermal rete and of the skeleton. X 158 linear. 

Fig. 7. — Two of the slender acerate spicula of the 
skeleton. X 158 linear. These spicula are frequently 
more or less flexuous." 
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PLATE IV. 

IsoDiOTTA 8CITULA, BowerhauTc. 

Figs, la, 16, Ic. — ^Acuate spicules of the skeleton, 
to show their variation in size. X 150. 

Fig. 2. — One of the bidentate, equi-anchorate, reten- 
tive spicula. X 800. 

Figs. 3a and 36. — Angxilated bihamate spicula of the 
dermal membrane, more abundant than the last but 
not mentioned in the description of the species. 
X 800. 

For figures of the sponge itself see Plate IX, figs. 
1—3. 

Hymeniaoidon vibgulatus, Bowerbank. 

Fig. 4. — The sponge. Natural size. 
Fig. 5. — One of the long, slender, acuate spicula of 
the skeleton. X 150. 

Hymbniacidon oallosus, Bowerbank. 

Figs. 6 and 7. — The type-specimens of the sponge. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 8. — One of the acuate spicula of the skeleton. 
X 150. 

[Fig. 9. — A hydroid zoophyte, parasitical on H. caU 
losuSf and inserted in the Plate by the engraver by 
mistake.] 

Hymeniaoidon aemigbe, Bowerbank. 

Fig. 10. — Hymeniacidon armiger. Natural size. 
Thinly coating the basal portion of a specimen of 
Nullipora polymorpha. 

Figs. 11, 12 and 13. — Attenuato-acuate, entirely 
spined, dermal spicules, showing their variability in 
size. X 150. 

Fig. 14. — A fusiformi-acerate spicule of the skele- 
ton. X 150. 

Fig. 15. — A bidentate equi-anchorate spicule of the 
dermal membrane. X 800. 

Figs. 16 and 17. Tridentate, equi-anchorate, reten- 
tive spicula. X 800. 
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PLATE V. 

" Haltohondbia vibgba, BowerbanJc. 

Figs. 1 and 2, — Represent the largest of the four 
specimens of the species sent to me by Mr. Norman. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 3. — A small portion of the dermal membrane, 
exhibiting the mode of the fasciculation of the spicula. 
X 264 linear. 

Fig. 4. — One of the subfusiform, basally spinous, 
acuate, skeleton spicula. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 5. — A long and slender, acuate, tension spicu- 
lum from the dermal membrane. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 6. — A large bidentate, equi-anchorate, reten- 
tive spiculum from the dermal membrane. X 400 
linear. 

Fig. 7. — One of the small and numerous bidentate, 
equi-anchorate, retentive spicula. X 400 linear." 

" Haliohondbia Robbbtsoni, Bowerbanh 

Fig. 8. — Represents the sponge in the dried state. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 9. — A small portion of the dermal membrane, 
exhibiting the broad, flat, irregularly dispersed fasciculi 
of the dermis. X 94 linear. 

Fig. 10. — A fully-developed, hastate, cylindrical 
spiculum from the dermal membrane. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 11. — One of the largest of the tridentate, equi- 
anchorate, retentive spicula from the dermal mem- 
brane. X 400 linear. 

Fig. 12. — One of the smallest tridentate, equi- 
anchorate, retentive spicula from the dermal mem- 
brane. X 400 linear. 

Fig. 13. — One of the minute and slender, bihamate, 
retentive spicula from the dermal membrane. X 400 
linear. 

Fig. 14. — One of the short and stout, basally and 
apically spined, acuate skeleton spicula. X 308 
linear.'^' 
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PLATE VI. 
" Halichondeia oondensa, Bowerbanh 

Fig. 1. — Represents the sponge based on a small 
fragment of a bivalve shell. Natural size. 

Fig. 2. — ^A small portion of the dermal membrane 
exhibiting the unispiculous structure of its rete. 
X 94 linear. 

Fig. 3. — One of the short, stout, acerate spicula of 
the skeleton. X 160 linear." 



" Halichondeia oylindbacba, Bowerbanh. 

Fig. 4. — Represents the sponge covering nearly the 
whole of the carapace of a specimen of Inachus 
DorsetensiSf and appearing in small patches on some of 
its legs. Natural size. 

Fig. 5. — One of the subcylindrical acerate spicula 
of the dermal membrane. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 6. — A bidentate, equi-anchorate, retentive spicu- 
lum from the dermal membrane. X 425 linear. 

Fig.7. — One of the small, slender, bihamate, retentive 
spicula from the dermal membrane. X 425 linear. 

Fig. 8. — One of the subcylindrical, acerate skeleton 
spicula. X 264 linear." 
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PLATE VII. 
" Halichondeia ooealloidbs, Bow&rhanh. 

Fig. 1. — Represents the sponge of the natural size. 

Fig. 2. — A small portion of the dermal membrane 
exhibiting the fasciculated structure of its rete. X 
80 linear. 

Fig. 3. — One of the acerate skeleton spicula. X 
150 linear.'' 



" Halichondbia flabellifeba, Bowerbank. 

Fig. 4. — Represents the sponge enveloping nearly 
the whole of a specimen of Nullipora polymorpha, 
natural size. 

Fig. 5. — A small portion of the dermal membrane 
showing the more or less fasciculation of its spicula. 
X 250 linear. 

Fig. 6. — One of the subfusiform cylindrical tension 
spicula of the dermal membrane. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 7. — One of the basally and occasionally apically 
spinous fusiform, acerate external defensive spicula. 
X 240 linear. 

Fig. 8. — A bidentate, equi-anchorate, retentive spi- 
culum from the dermal membrane. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 9. — One of the bidentate, retentive spicula from 
the dermal membrane. X 420 linear. 

Fig. 10. — A fusiformi-acuate skeleton spiculum. X 
420 Unear.'* 
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PLATE VIIL 

" IsoDiOTYA PBHULA, Bowerbauk. 

Figs. 1 and 2. — Represent the type-specimens of the 
species. Natural size. 

Fig. 3. — ^A skeleton spiculum. X 264 linear." 



** IsoDiOTTA ORASSA, BowerbonJc. 

Fig. 4. — Represents the type-specimen. Natural 
size. 

Fig. 5. — ^A small portion of the dermal membranOi 
exhibiting its reticulated structure. 

Fig. 6. — A skeleton spiculum." 
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PLATE IX. 

IsoDiCTYA soiTULA, Bowerbauh. 



Figs. 1, 2 and 3. — Specimens of the sponge growing 
on Nullipara polymorpha. Natural size. 

For figures of the spicula of this sponge see 
Plate IV, figs. 1—3. 



IsoDiOTYA PEEPLEXA, BowerhauK 

Figs. 4 and 5. — Represent the type specimens of the 
sponge coating Nullipora polymorpha of the natural 
size. 

Fig. 6. — A portion of the dermal membrane. 

Fig, 7. — One of the long fusiformi-acerate spicules 
of the skeleton. 
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PLATE X. 
IsoDiOTYA INVOLUTA, Bowerbauk. 

Fig. 1, — The type growing on Nullipora polymorpha. 
From Westport Bay. In the collection of the Rev. 
A. M. Norman. 

Fig. 2. — ^A portion of the dermal membrane. 

Fig. 3. — One of the slender, acuate, tension spicula. 

Fig. 4. — One of the stout acuate spicula of the 
skeleton. 



IsoDiCTYA PAUPEEOULA, BowerbanJc. 

Fig. 5. — The type on the inside of a valve of Pecten 
varius. From Birterbuy Bay. In the cabinet of 
the Rev. A. M. Norman. 

Fig. 6. — ^A portion of the sparingly spiculous dermal 
membrane. 

Fig. 7. — Very slender acerate spicule of the dermal 
membrane. 

Fig. 8. — One of the stout acerate spicula of the 
skeleton. 

[Fig. 9. — This Plate was engraved before Dr. Bower- 
bank's death, but not lettered ; nor was any descrip- 
tion of it to be found among the author's papers. 
The bidentate equi-anchorate spicula (Fig. 9) is of 
very unusual form, but no such spicule is referred to 
in the descriptions of the two sponges which are 
illustrated in this Plate.] 
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PLATE XI. 
"MiOROOiONA TUMULOSA, Bowerbanh. 

Figs. 1, 2. — Represent the type-specimens of the 
species. Natural size. 

Fig. 3. — ^A small portion of the skeleton structure 
of the sponge exhibiting the irregular mode of the 
disposition of the slender, compact, skeleton columns 
and the interstitial spicula dispersed amid them. 
X 94 linear. 

Fig. 4. — One of the skeleton spicula. X 264 linear." 



" IsoDiCTYA TEUNOA, BowerbanJc. 

Fig. 5. — The type-specimen of the species. Natural 
size. 

Fig. 6. — A specimen of the species exhibiting a 
considerable variation in form. Natural size. 

Fig. 7. — One of the slender, acerate, dermal tension 
spicula. X 666 linear. 

Fig. 8. — ^A subfusiformi-acerate, skeleton spiculum. 
X 666 linear. 

Figs. 9, 10. — Two of the attenuato-acuate, internal, 
defensive spicula, exhibiting the variations in form and 
basal spination of their truncated bases. X 1166 
linear." 
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PLATE XII. 

IsoDiCTTA HiSPiDA, Bowerhank. 

Figs. 1 and 2. — The typical specimens on Nullipora 
polymorpha. In the Rev. A. M. Norman's collection. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 3. — A section of the dermis at right angles to 
the surface. 

Fig. 4. — A slender, acuate, tension spicule. 

Fig. 5. — Two of the bidentate, equi-anchorate, 
retentive spicula. 



IsoDiOTYA NODOSA, BoioerbanK 

Fig. 6. — The type from Birterbuy Bay. In the 
cabinet of the Rev. A. M. Norman. Natural size. 

Fig. 7. — One of the subfusiformi acuate spicula of 
the skeleton. 
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PLATE XIII. 
" IsoDiOTYA PEBTBNUis. Bowerbauk. 

Figs. 1, 2, 3. — Represent the type-specimens of the 
species. Natural size. 

Fig. 4. — One of the slender, acuate spicnla of the 
skeleton. X 425 linear.'* 



" Htmedesmia Peachii, BowerbanJc. 

Fig. 5. — Represents the small, angular, dark- 
coloured stone, the white surfaces on which represent 
the sponge. Natural size. 

Fig. 6. — The fragment of a bivalve shell, the inner 
surface of which is nearly covered by the sponge. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 7. — ^A small portion of the sponge from off the 
little angular stone, exhibiting the mode of the dis- 
tribution of the skeleton fasciculi and the retentive 
and large auxiliary skeleton spicula. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 8. — One of the slender skeleton spicula from a 
fasciculus. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 9. — ^A large attenuato-acuate, basally spinous, 
auxiliary skeleton. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 10. — An internal, defensive, attenuato-acuate, 
entirely spined spiculum. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 11. — One of the small, bidentate, equi-ancho- 
rate, retentive spicula. X 425 linear. 

Fig. 12. — ^A large, tridentate, retentive spiculum, 
highly magnified to distinctly exhibit the slender 
central tooth at each termination, x 666 linear." 
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PLATE XV. 

" Hymeniaoidon tenebbosus, Bowerhank. 

Pig. 1. — The type-specimen from Birterbuy Bay. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 2. — The specimen of the species collected by 
the late Dr. Scouler. 

Fig. 3. — One of the ovo-spiaulate spicula of the 
skeleton exhibiting its form and proportions, and of 
those also of the dermal membrane. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 4. — The basal end of a fully developed skeleton 
spiculum. X 425 linear. 

Fig. 5. — The basal portion of a slender specimen of 
a spiculum from the dermal membrane. X 425 
linear." 



" IsoDiOTYA FUNALis, Bowerbauk. 

The specimens of this species having been mislaid 
by my friend (Rev. A. M. Norman) I have been 
unable to give a figure of the sponge, but this is of 
little moment, as the whole of the available specific 
characters are structural and microscopical. 

Fig. 6. — Represents a portion of the dermal mem- 
brane exhibiting its subfasciculated character and its 
numerous bi- and tridentate, equi-anchorate, retentive 
spicula in situ. X 94 linear. 

Fig. 7. — One of the palmated, bidentate, equi- 
anchorate, retentive spicula. X 666 linear. 

Fig. 8. — A tridentate, palmated, equi-anchorate, re- 
tentive spiculum. X 666 linear. 

Fig. 9. — One of the minute and slender bihamate, 
retentive spicula. X 666 linear. 

Fig. 10. — A skeleton spiculum basally incipiently 
spinous. X 308.'* 
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PLATE XVI. 
'* IsoDiCTYA iNiSQUALis, Bowevbank. 

Fig. 1. — Eepresents the type-specimen. Natural 
size. 

Fig. 2. — One of the subfusiformi-acerate tension 
spicula. X 400 linear. 

Fig. 3. — One of the short attenuato-acerate tension 
spicula. X 400 Unear. 

Fig. 4. — A bidentate, equi-anchorate, retentive 
spiculum. X 666 linear. 

Fig. 5. — One of the bihamate retentive spicula. 
X 666 linear. 

Fig. 6. — A subfusiformi-acuate basally and apically 
spinous skeleton spiculum. X 400 linear." 



" IsoDiOTYA iMPLiciTA, Bowevbauk. 

Fig. 7. — Represents the type-specimen immersed 
amid the branches of Nullipora polymorphs. Natural 
size. 

Figs. 8. and 9. — Two of the smaller specimens of the 
species. Natural size. 

Fig. 10. — A small portion of the subfasciculate 
dermal membrane exhibiting the irregular mode of the 
disposition of the tension spicula. X 308 linear. 

Fig. 11. — One of the slender attenuate -acuate 
tension spicula, basally incipiently spinous, of the 
dermal membrane. X 400 linear. 

Fig. 12. — One of the stout attenuato-acuate basally 
spinous spicula of the dermal membrane. X 400 
linear. This figure also represents the skeleton 
spicula. 

Fig. 13. — Represents two of the bipocillate anchorate 
retentive spicula of the dermal membrane. X 1166 
linear. 

Fig. 14. — One of the minute inequi-anchorate reten- 
tive spicula. X 1166 linear.'* 
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PLATE XVII. 
** Baphiodesma intebhedium, Bowerhank. 

Figs. 1 and 2. — Bepresent the type-specimens of 
the species. Natural size. 

Fig. 3. — A small portion of the dermal membrane 
exhibiting the structure of the dermal rete and the 
mode of the disposition of the bihamate retentive 
spicula. X 160 linear. 

Fig. 4. — ^An average-sized skeleton spiculum. X 
264 Unear. 

Fig. 5. — ^One of the long and slender tension 
spicula of the interstitial membranes. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 6. — ^A contort, bihamate, retentive spiculiun 
from the dermal membrane. X 264 linear." 



" Raphiodbsma fallaoiosum, Bowerbank. 

Fig. 7. — Represents the shell of Pecten varius with 
the type-specimen of the sponge upon it opposite a. 
Natural size. 

Fig. 8. — One of the long and slender acuate spicula 
of the dermal fasciculi. X 264 linear. 

Fig. 9. — A dentato-palmate inequi-anchorate reten- 
tive spiculum from one of the rosette-shaped groups 
of those spicula from the dermal membrane. None of 
the rosette-shaped groups were in a suflBciently perfect 
condition to render it desirable to figure them. X 
425 linear. 

Fig. 10. — One of the dispersed bidentate, inequi- 
anchorate, retentive spicula from the dermal mem- 
brane. X 425 linear. 

Fig. 11. — ^A contort, bihamate, retentive spiculum 
from the dermal membrane. X 425 linear. 

Fig. 12. — One of the subfusiform acuate skeleton 
spicula. X 264 linear." 
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